Israel reassured over U.S. aid 

i 

-TEL AVrV (Ageodcs) — Israel has received reassurances from 
ultia-ooiiservative RqniUican Senator Jesse Helms that it will be 
spared cuts in U.S. foreign aid, Tet Aviv’s ambssador to 
Washington said Wednesday. Itmar RaUnoviefa terfd Israel radio 
.that Mr. Helms had explained to him that Israel was “a spedaJ 
case.** Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was due ot start a 10-day visit 
'to North America later Wednesday. Talks are scheduled widi 
President Bill Clinton on Monday but Mr. Rabin is al» due to see 
Rept^can leaders buoyant tom tteir landslide victory in 
electkms last week. Mr. Rabinovich said Mr. Helms told him he 
ditforendated between foreign aid and aid to Israel. “Israel 
renders great urvioe to the United Sutes in the Kfiddie East and 
that tran slaie s into the granting of funds,” Mr. Rabhiovicfa quoted 
Mr. Hehns as saying. “T am convinced that American offidats mil 
understand that keeping American aid at its correat level is 
important for Israel’s security and for the continuation of the 
'pe^ process.” Mr. Rabinordefa said. Israel enjoys annual U.S. 
aid of $3 billion. 
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Settlers tlnreatai to 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) Isi^b BvilW 
occupied territories are considering mmmg se«lOTi«B» 
•SJcresisancc" to airy bid to 
Wednesday. “Wc will not Hirat ouisdves to Mssive 
was the case during the evacuation of the Sinm m 
Nissan Stomaniansky, “mayor” of Alkana. on tbe West 
“Several options have been suggested — mining ao^ rwim, 
anchoring mobile homes with concrete and forcing out “J™ 

their villages in reprisal." He vowed mass derrionstotKWSM^ 
necessary “operations carried out by a bard core" to 
dismantling of setdements. "Every day we « offers of hc^JJ™ 
right wing militants," the mayor said, /They mdude lon^ 
soldiers tom eHte units who sleep wth a gtm ur^ 
mattresses and some hotireads who are dffioih to oontrol. Bu » 

stressed thai “at no cost would they c^jcn Ere on sokfieis ana ^ 

Israeli blood." An army ^jokesman rcfiiscd to comment on roe 
statement. Prime Minister Yitzhak Ralw has refused to take w*® 
sentements during Patestinian autonomy, in liiie with the declara- 
tion of principles. 
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Christians seek 

‘genuine 
: dialogue’ 

LIMASSOL (R) — A senior 
-CSiristian leader Wednesday 
.urged a “geniime diaiogue" 
.between &e Middle list’s 
^uFches and the region's 
'dominant Muslims to ovei^ 
^ come tensions whipped up by 
the Islamic renaissance. Kon- 
rad Raiser, general secretary 
'of the World Council of 
;C%urches, stressed that 
“addressing issues raised by- 
.what is often depicted as ’an 
Islamic revival* is central" in 
-a-Christian-Muslim (Ealoguc- 
'’.’tb be sure, a genuine dia- 
*ld^e can no ionger overtook 
;inteT-communal tensions," 
he added. Mr. Raiser was 
addressing the inaugural ses- 
:sion of a week-long 
-ecumenical assembly of the 
^Cyprus-based Middle East 
.Council of Churches. 
^Throughout the NGddle East, 
’minority Christians are on 
.the retreat and diurches have 
^reported an alarming decline 
,in numbers doe to emigration 
-to the West. 

.Egyptian flood 




at least $74m 

.QMRO (R) — Egypt’s Presi- 
drat Hosni Mubarak said on 
^Wednesday losses in floods 
Teariier this month that killed 
* Ahiost 600 people came to at 
,least S74 million. “Tbe losses 
<ost tbe state between 250 
million Egyptian pounds 
-^.7 million) and ^ mil- 
'Uon Enplian pounds ($883 
'millioiO and we have re- 
'edved foreign aid of 60 mil- 
lion pounds ($17.7 million) 
only,’* Mr. Mubarak told re- 
porters. 

deputies 
to cooperate 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti deputies and mem- 
bers of coi^tative councils 
of the five other Gulf Arab 
monarchies ended a four-day 
meeting here Wednesday 
^'..led at promoting ooor- 
dinatioD, die first su^ meet- 
ing of deputies. In a joint 
^tement, the participants 
praised “the achievements by 
the leaders of the six Gutf 
Got^ration Council (GCC) 
countries to boost coopera- 
tibn ... within Islamic Sharia 
(law).” The meeting in 
Kuwait City, which opened 
Sunday, was the first of its 
' land since the creatimi of the 
GCC in 1981. 

m 

Masked men 
wound Palestinian 

TULKARM (AFP) — 
Masked gunmen shot and 
seriously wounded a Palesti- 
nian Wednesday in Tulkarm 
in the north of the occupied 
West Bank, witnesses said. 
Tiifo mask^ men went into a 
shop owned by Khaled Sweif , 
38, in tbe town’s old market, 
and shot him at pcrint-blank 
range. Sweif was injuried in 
t£e leg^ and stomadi. Some 
mtnesses said tbe attadiers 
afere Israeli soldiers ftom a 
special unit, dressed in dvi- 

uan dotfaes. 

« 

ITebel Muslim 
forces 
enter Bihac 

jibeket 

■ « 

. SAR^EVO (R) — Rebel 
Muslims have infiltrated tbe 
■ besieged enclave of Bihac to 
fight the Sarajevo govern- 
ment army defending tbe 
ppdeet against a Serb assault, 
a*.U.N. spokesman said 
Wednesday. “It is looking 
clearer there have been two 
cr^'i^ by Abdic forces.” 
said Colonel Tim Spicer, 
some 30,000 rebel Muslims, 
loy^ to die deposed wartoid 
Fikret Abdic, sought refoge 
in ' Serb-held Croatia after 
their revolt was crushed in 
August (see related stories 

inside). 

« 

Spain’s king, queen 

ieeve Saudi Arabia 

a 

DUBAI (R) — King Juan 
C^los of Spain and Queen 
Sofia left Saudi Arabia on 
Wednesday after a one-dw 
vi^t to the Idngdoni, the om- 
cral Saadi Press Agency 
(SlU) said. 


U.N. council describes 

Iraq’s recognition of 
Kuwait as ‘significant’ 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The Security Council 
on Wednesday welcomed 
Iraq’s formal recognition of 
Kuwait, following three days 
of haggling that revealed divi- 
sions over its significance in 
eventually easing sanctions. 

"The members of the 
council welcome this de- 
velopment, which they con- 
sider to be a significant step 
in the direction towards tbe 
implementation of relevant 
Security Council resolu- 
tions," said a statement read 
at a formal meeting by U.S. 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, tbe current council 
president. 

“Th^ will follow dosely 
Iraq's implementation of this 
deosion. They will also con- 
tinue to keep under review 
Iraq’s action to complete its 
compliance vrith all relevant 
Security Council resolu- 
tions,” the statement added. 

Iraq's Depu^ Prime Nfinis- 
ter Tareq Aziz on Monday 
presented Ms. Albright with 
documents showing Iraq had 
recognised Kuwait as an in- 
dependent state within bor- 
ders specified by the United 
Nations last year. Iraq had 
taken the action last ‘Thurs- 
day. 

Recognition of Kuwait’s 
borders was considered cen- 
tral by all 15 council members 
as closing a chapter in Iraq's 
contention tiiat Kuwait was 
its 19th province and there- 
fore justoyhig the invasion of 
tbe emirate. 

Russia and France, who 
favour more movement to- 
wards an eventual lifting of 
the arms embargo, had 
wanted tbe statement read 
while the council was review- 
ing sanctions Monday. They 
bweve recognition of Kuwait 
along with MfiUing require- 
ments of an weapons de- 
mands should be sufficient 
for lifting tbe oil embargo 
sometime next year while the 
United States and Britain say 
other demands must be met. 

Iraq’s Foreign Minister 


Mohammad Said A1 Sahaf 
said Wednesday his connery 
bad overcome the hardest 
part in its fi^t for the lifting 
of the U.N. sanctions. 

“IiM has come through 
the difficult phase and is on 
its way to breaking the [dot,” 
said Mr. Sahaf, quoted by the 
official Iraqi News Ageucy 
(INA). 

He credited “Iraqi pati- 
ence and the wise leadenhip 
of PresideDt Saddam Hus- 
sein” for progipss. 

The foreign .minister pre- 
dictod that the sanctions “will 
be lifted partially at an initial 
stage, to allow baq to export 
its raw materials like oil, 
phosphate, sulphur and 
dates.” 

“Tbe next step will be lift- 
ing the other forms of the 
blockade on all imports 
needed for our industry,” he 
added, without specifying a 
date Cot a possible easing of 
sanctions. 

Mr. Sahaf accused “im- 
perialism of haring planned 
to make Iraq disappear” and 
of “haring used tbe U.N. 
Security Council to fulfill its 
plot.” 

He repeated that Bagdad 
was not detaining any prison- 
ers of war from Kuwait or 
other countries. Kuwait has 
charged that Iraq took sever- 
al hundred prisoners during 
its seven-month occupation 
of the emirate. 

Meanwhile two Kuwaiti 
women missing since 1991 
have returned home fitwi 
Iraq witii the help of the 
International Committee of 
tbe Red Cross, tbe ICRC in 
Baghdad said. 

"The ICRC faeflitated to- 
day, throogh tbe border post 
of Safwan, the return of two 
Kuwaiti women from Iraq to 
Kuwait,” tbe statement said. 

The statement did not 
identify the women and did 
not say whether they were 
among a list of sevei^ hun- 
dred people the Kuwaiti au- 
thorities say are stili held by 
fraq. 


President Saddam, in re- 
marks pnblisbed on Wednes- 
day, said Iraq will carry on 
building pafo^ and other 
projects to infuriate the Un- 
ited States until “it dies of 
rancour.” 

Tbe president’s comments, 
carried by the offidal press, 
were maw during a cabinet 
meeting. They were his 
harshest criticism of tbe Un- 
ited States since President 
Bill Clinton took office in 
1993. 

B^dad newspapeis said 
President Saddam was react- 
ing to Ambassador Albright’s 
accusation that he spends 
lavisUy on palaces and pr^ 
idential retreats while ordhi- 
ary Iraqis suffer under foor- 
year-oia trade sanctions. 

Ms. Albright produced 
satellite pictures of what she 
said were palaces and grand 
bouses under construction in 
Iraq. 

A report in tbe New Yoik 
Times on Monday said a flur- 
ry of construction was ex- 
pected to triple the number, 
of residences fra* Iraq's elite 
and included construction of 
a presidential palace four 
times the aze of tbe White 
House. 

’We shall go on infuriating 
them (tile United Stales and 
other enemies) with addition- 
al buidliiig, amstruction, cul- 
ture and sdenoe, day after 
day... (until) our enemies (fie 
of grief, rancour and 
angi&h,” Pfeadent Saddaxn 
said. 

“Tbe presidential palace is 
a great national ^mbol... 
other i^eadential sites are 
for tbe state and its official 


He said none of tbe palaces 
were owned by **Saddam 


Before embarking on sndi 
projects I^ had repaired 
and rebuilt war-damaged 
brid^, power stations, re- 
fineries, dams, factories and 
communication centres, be 

(Co^fauMd OB page 7) 


8 PLO executives attend 
Gaza meeting, praise PNA 


GAZA CITY (Agendes) — 
The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee met for the 
first time in autonomous 
Gaza but a poor turnout 
blighted Yasser Arafat’s 
fragile support witiiin his own 
organisation. 

Only eight out of its 18 
members took part in the 
session whi(di Mr. Arafat had 
been forced to delay because 
of lack of a quorum. 

Samir Gfaosheh, one of 
those who did attend, said 
the meeting was finally able 
to go ahead because a two- 
thirds quorum was readied 
— taking into account two 
members who bad resigned 
and four others frozen their 
membership since the com- 
mittee was elected in 1991. 

However, Suleiman Naj- 
jab, a member who bciycot- 
ted the session which ended 
in tbe earty hours of Wednes- 
day in Gaza City, told AH’: 
“The meeting was illegal. AH 
this only serves to highlight 
the differences and conflicts 
within tbe PLO.” 

The Executive Committee 
praised the work of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA]| since self-rule was 
launched in Gaza and Jericho 
in May and pledged support 
for the autonomy accords 
with Israel in a two-page 
statement. 

It also reaffirmed the aim 
of making Arab East Jeru- 
salem the capital of a Palesti- 
nian state. 

The head of the PLO's 
political Apartment, Farouk 
Kaddoumi, who is based in 
Tunis, said it was premature 
to bold the meeting in Gaza 
while “tbe Israeli enemy has 
still not withdrawn from all 
Palestinian territory." 

Four Jordan-ba^ mem- 
bers, Abdul Rahim Mallouh, 
Abdullah Hourani, Tayseer 


Khaled and Elia Khouri, said 
they were boycotting the 
meeting for tte same reason. 

Before autonomy was 
launched, tbe Executive 
Committee met at the FLO 
headquarters in Tunis. 

Apart from Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Ghosheb, the (xnnmittee 
meeting was attended by 
Mohammad Nashashibi, Yas- 
ser Amr, Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, Jawad A1 Gfaossein, Jam- 
al Surani and AH Ish^. 

A ninth member, 
Mahmoud Ismail, came to 
Gaza from abroad but did not 
attmid Che talks. 

Senior Tunis-based mem- 
ber Mahmoud Abbas, who 
signed the SepL 13, 1993 
d^aratiem of principles on 
autonomy in Washington, 
also stayra away. 

Mr. Arafat has staked his 
future on tbe success of tbe 
autonomy deal, which oppo- 
nents within his own ranks 
say sold tbe Palestinians 
short. 

Tbe committee, which dicr' 
tates the PLO’s day-to-day 
polity, said it would meet 
again on Dec. 1 without 
sa^ng where. 

It criticised “Israeli 
attempts to delay application 
of the accords” on autonomy 
and called for an Israeli army 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank and staging 
of elections. 

The committee also de- 
nounced continued Jewi^ 
settlement in the occupied 
territories — particularly 
Jerusalem — ancl restrictions 
on Palestinian workers in 
Israel. 

The statement made no 
mention of a meeting of tbe 
Palestine National Counefl, 
the top PLO body, wfaich Mr. 
Arafat had promM to hold 
in Gaza in order to erase calls 
in the organisation's charter 
for the destruction of Israel. 


Tbe Palestiniai] Natkmal 
Charter was drawn up when 
tbe PLO was founded in 1964 
and revised in 1968. It says 
tbe Jewish state is “iUraal” 
and calls for its “elinnma- 
tion.’’ 

It says the (Jiarter can only 
be amended by a two^hiRb 
majority of all members of 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil. 

Israeli prime minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has demanded 
tbe PLO drops calls for tbe 
destru(Xk» of Israel from its 
diazter before electrons are 
held to a Palestinian auton- 
omy (xmndi, Israeli Radio 
said Wednesday. 

“Tbe diange to the charter 
is a condition for the holding 
of elections,” Mr. Rabin told 
reporters Tuesdw cm bis way 
to the United States for a 
10-day visit. 

Mr. Rabin also basted 
Israel would keep “greater 
Jerusalem” after the mterim 
period of Palestinian self-rule 
m the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip- 

Talks on the final status of 
East Jerusalem are due to 
start by May 1996. 

Negotiations on orgainsmg 
elections to a Palestinian 
autonomy council, which 
were originally scheduled for 
July, are to resume between 
Isr^ and tbe PLO on Nov. 
29. 

Mfr. Rabin was reqromfing 
to Mr. Arafat's slip of the 
tongue Tuesday, when he 
spoke of the “Is^Ii enemy” 
during celebrations marking 
the sixth aimiversary of the 
Palestinians* independence 
dedaratfons. 

Mr. Arafat, spe^dmg to 
-some 10,000 Palestinians in 
the Gaza Gty, smd “in 1974, 
the Palestine National Coon- 
c3 detnded to esi^lish a 

(Coothmed on page 7) 



Crown Prince urges revival of 
Arab action based on new concepts 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Pii^ Hassan on Wednesday 
called for tbe revival of the 
idea of Arab (rollective action 
, to be based on new ooncqjts 
I that take bto oonsideration 
the recent world develop- 
I ments and serve tbe Arab 
Nation’s highest mterests. 

In a lecture to senior 
Armed Forces officers. 
Prince Hassan said that the 
Arabs should welcome the 
idea of security and cooper^- 
tion m tbe NOddte East re- 
gion as sendng their own 
interests. 

Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians, the Crown Prince said, 
have been integrated socially, 
culturally, politically and d^ 
’'mograiriiac^ over the past 
decades. 


He said tiiat Jordan oon- 
tinnes to back the Palestinian 
people’s efforts to regam 
their rights on their national 
scril and for this reason Jor- 
dan insisted that its peace 
treaty with Israel use tbe 
term “administrative” 
boundaries in referring to the 
borders with tbe West Bank. 

F urt h erm ore. Prince Has- 
san said, Jordan is keen on 
mamtaming:- strong relations 
with the Palestinians and on 
offering tbe Kingdom as a 
’^breathing lung” for tbe 
Palestinians. 

Prince Hassan stressed tiiat 
political opposition would 
(TOntinue to be practiced 
within the framework of 
democaacy m the IQn^dom. 

He said Jordan hopes to 
see the whole region adopt- 


mg political pluralism follow- 
mg m tile ftrotsteps of Jordan, 
which, he pomt^ out, con- 
tinues to give due respect to 
human limits. 

Tbe Piince said that Jordan 
hopes that European nations 
would become partners with 
the Arabs in the process of 
development. 

He said Europe’s histoiy 
premdes a rich source on 
which the* Arabs can draw 
and abounds with experi- 
ments from udikdi they can 
benefiL 

Tfis lecture was followed by 
a dialogue with the aimy 
officers over tbe economy, 
democrat, developmrat and 
the -role of the Joidanhai 
Armed Forces in these 
affairs. 


^Israeli state sanctions torture’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Ageodes) — An Israeli hu- 
man rights group on Wednes- 
day conde^ed a govern- 
ment decision to allow secret 
polioe to get tougher to exact 
confessions from Palestinian 
suspects and accused tbe gov- 
ernment of pennitting tor- 


“The government is tx 3 nng 
to widen the crack throng 
wfaidi a l^al cover can be 
given to torture,” Yizhar 
Be'er, diiecXor of the human 
rights group Betselm, told a 
ncivs oonferenoe. 

Political sources said on 
Sunday that a cabinet com- 
mittee,req)oitdnigtotbeld]l- 
ing of urore than 2 peofde by 
Palestmians since October, 
would relax restraints on the 
Shin Bet secret service for a 
tfaree-montfa trial period. 

Justice Minister David 
libai, without referring to 
tile specxfic Shin Bet guide- 
lines, said this week: "The 
committee took a decision 
intended to strengthen the 
Shin Bet’s ability to deal with 
tile wave of terrorism.” 

Betselem, wtiicli monitors 
buman rights in tiie oempied 
territories, condnded that 
the ose of torture in inter- 
rogations was routine and no 
less prevalent smoe Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) signed a 
grewudbreaking peace deal in 
1993. 

It called the news confer- 
ence to issue a report on 
“Toftore During Interroga- 
tion” from May to September 
this year, basra on testimo- 
nies of P^estinian detainees 
and Israeli interrogators. 

“Betselem has detennined 
there IS torture. Amnesty Zn- 
temational has detennined 
there is torture, tbe Red 
C^oss has determined there is 
torture,” smd Yuval Ginbar, 
a co-author of tbe Betselem 
rqiort. 

He said it was nndear what 
the rdaxation of restrictions 
would mean, telling repor- 
ters: “We will have inforaa- 
tion in a while, as testimonies 
start coining in from people 
on whom these methc^ are 
used.” 

“Tbe balxtual use of tor- 
ture in tile mterrogation of 
Palestinians continues,” said 
the study. 

“Not withstanding recent 
political developments, it is 
difficult to (fiscienx any im- 
provement,” he said. “Most 
(suspects) are subsequently 
relefBed with being acxaised 
of anytiiing. 

“We appeal to the govern- 
ment not to succumb to ter- 
rorism, not to adopt its 


ways,” Mr. Ginbar told the 
press conference. 

When an attack was be- 
lieved imminent exceptions 
win now be allowed to 1987 
Landau Commission rules 
which allow only “moderate 
physical pressure” against 
suspects, acoordixig to the 
bruli press. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin hinted that tbe 
army would never have found 
the West Bank hideout of tbe 
kichiappers of a Jewi^ sol- 
dier month if Shin BcAb* 
bad folkwed the rules. 

Mr. Ginbar qnestioned the 
“effideiroy” or torture and 
the rdiability of cemftssions 
extracted by force. 

Betselem knew of cases 
rrtiere inirocent Palestinians 
later joined extremist groups 
after being tortured. 

“Hundreds of persons tor- 
tured — are released each 
year, bitter, frustrated and 
angry with all that might imp- 
fy ” he said. 

The" report again detailed 
numerous cases of beating, 
sleep and fexxi deprivation, 
boodings, confinement in 
closets, suspects tied to diairs 
or walls for prolonged 
periods. 

Fawzi Mnjabeed, 21, from 

(ContBned on page 7) 


Israeli 

delegation 

arrives 

today 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Israeli de- 
legation headed by Uri Savir, 
the foreign ministry's 
secretary-general, is expected 
to arrive here on Thursday 
for talks on establishing di- 
plomatic relations between 
Jordan and Israel and can- 
ing of embasries in Tel Aviv 
and Amman, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Tbe offidals said it was too 
early to say when a formal 
announcement will be made 
of the establishment of tbe 
diplomatic relations but said 
the date would depend on 
Mr. Savir's discussions in 
Amman. 

The Jordanian-Israeii 
peace treaty signed on Oct. 
26 calls for the establishment 
of diplomatic ties within a 
month after the two countries 
formally ratify the treaty and 
exchange tbe documents of 
ratification. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin exdianged the 
documents of ratification of 
the treaty on Nov. 10, thus 
effectively setting Dec. 10 as 
the deadline for the establish- 
ment of diplomatic ties. 

The offidals said the Coun- 
dl of Ministers was studying 
nominations as ambassador 
to tile Jordanian mission in 
Tel Aviv. 

“The Cabinet has a list of 
names, but it is not known 
whether anyone has been 
selected yet," said a senior 
offidal. 

Other sources said “tiiere 
were ideas on” where to lo- 
cate the Jordanian mission to 
Israel, but would not elabo- 
rate. . 

The Israeli embassy is ex- 
pected to be looted in the 
Abdoun area near tbe Amer- 
ican mission. Reports that 
Israel had bought a piece of 
land and has started building 
could not be confinned. 

The Israeli foreign ministry 
offidal said in Tel Aviv on 
Wednesday that a high-level 
Israeli ^veinment delega- 
tion will indude senior mem- 
bers of both Israel's foreign 
and finance ministries. 

Tbe sides will discuss joint 
projects, including some 
raised at last month's Middle 
East Ecxmomic Conference 
in C^bianca, he said. Israeli 
offidals will also scout sites 
for an embas^ in Amman, 
be said. 

Meanwhile, the Sawt A1 
Shaab daily carried the first 
advertisement offering tours 
to Israel and the occupied 
territories to Jordanians. 

Israeli tourists started com- 
ing in on Sdnday across the 
southern and northern cros- 
sings. Jordan has set a limit of 
550 Israelis allowed to come 
in (Jaily, and only 150 of them 
will be allowed a day to visit 
the andent rose-red dty of 
Petra in the sooth. 


Trade gets edge over rights in Clinton Jakarta visit 


JAKARTA (Agendes) — 
U.S. Presideiit Bill Qinton 
on Wednesday bolstered 
trade and strategic coopera- 
tion with Indonesia but re- 
ceived nothing but a fra^ 
response wbm be lobbied 
Jakarta on human rights. 

Ifis one-day offitial visit to 
Jakarta, following two days 
of talks among Asia-Padfic 
leaders, saw Mr. Clinton se- 
cure Indonesian support for 
fais Dudear agreement witb 
North Korea. 

American businesses also 
won contracts on dedarations 
of intent for trade worth 
some $40 billion. 

But Mr. Ointon ran smack 
into a stone wall when be 
pressed President Snhaito to 
ease his grip on Indonesian 
dissidents and relax Jakarta's 
control over East Tunor, the’ 
issue that maned the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 
tion (APEC) summit in 
Borot on Tuesday. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Wanen Christopher insisted 


Mr. Clinton had been “finn 
and forceftir* on tbe two 
moral issues. 

Whatever Mr. Clinton's 
approach, it (fid not seem to 
soften Suharto, a tough 
president ..whose 24-year te- 
nure has spurred prosperity 
but also rdentless criticism 
from humahrrights groups. 

“As sovereign and matore 
states, the United States and 
Indonesia do not have a simi- 
lar view in all matters.” Mr. 
Soharto told Mr. CHnton. 

He also cold-shouldered 
Mr. Clinton's idea — sket(k- 
ed on Hiesday that the 
people of East Timor, pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic 
in a mainly-Muslim country, 
gain some form of autonomy 
or self-govemment. 

“There wifi be no spedal 
autonomy accorded to East 
Timor, in the sense of a 
different autonomy from that 
in other r^ons of our home- 
land,” Mr. Suharto reported- 
ly said. 

Be stressed that the trou- 


bled enclave, annexed in 
1976 to U.N. disapproval and 
named Indonesia^ 27tii pro- 
vince. was an ’integral” part 
of national territory. 

In parallel, Mr. Christ- 
opher and Clommerce Seirot- 
aiy Ron Brown met with 
members of tiie National Hu- 
man Rights Commissibn, a 
panel of pro-government and 
indepen<leot watchdogs set 
up by Mr. Suharto last year. 

They discussed East Timor 
L. an issue that triggered a 
sit-in by young protesters at 
the embs^ compound and 
weekend rioting in Dili, the 
enclave's capital ~ as well as 
a government crackdown on 
an independent trade union, 
Sejahtera, and tbe closure of 
three weekly magazines. Edi- 
tor, DeTlk and tempo. 

Sources at the Qinton- 
Suharto summit said Mr. 
Clinton adopted a somewhat 
low-key approach, leaving his 
concern on human rights w^ 
stress on "partneishiD*’ and 
the convergence of ILS. and 


Indonesian mterests. 

Mr. Qinton was headed 
next to Hawaii for several 
days of rest before retunung 
to deal with tou^ political 
challenges at home. 

^ he prepared to leave 
Asia, Mr. Qinton reatked 
Out to Republicans — urpug 
them to support both his 
uivket-opemng moves with 
Asia and, more immediately, 
a new sex of ^obal trade- 
liberalisation rules up for a 
vote next month in Qmgress. 

“Only a few dedsfohs'by 
Congress have bad the same 
capacity to show what we 
stand for and show where we 
are headSng,” Mr. Qinton 
told business group. 

Some Republicans have 
urged tbal tiie vote on tariff- 
lowering Genoa! Agreement 
on Tar iffs and Trade 
(GATT) le^atkm be post- 
^ned untfl next year, adien 
tfa^ will gain oontrol of both 
ch^berS. 
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Indian troops prepare 

to leave Somali cities 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — In- 
dian U.N. troops will leave 
two major Somali cities, Kis- 
mayu in the south and Baidoa 
in the centre, by the end of 
the month in a prelude to a 
full U.M. military withdrawal 
from the count^ by March 
31. 

The departure to Moga- 
dishu of the 4,(X)0 Indian 
soldiers has not been official- 
ly announced but is men- 
tioned in a recent document 
distributed by the United Na- 
tions to relief agencies. 

Given the scope of the 
Indian pullout, the procedure 
is seen here as a trial run. Its 
Operation and consequences 
will closely monitored by offi- 
dais organising the full with- 
drawal of some IS,000 U.N. 
troops. 

U.N. personnel fear that in 
the absence of the interna- 
tional contingents Somalia's 
warring clans will fight once 
again amongst themselves to 
win control of the port and 
airport. 

There is also concern that 
the armed factions will try to 
rob departing U.N. troops of 
their equipment. Additional 
U.N. units are therefore ex- 
pected to deploy in the coun- 
ty to ensure an orderly, non- 
violent departure. 

The United Nations has 
already advised foreigners in 
its own humanitarian agen- 
cies as well as those working 
with non-governmental 
bodies in Kismayu and 
Baidoa to leave along with 
the Indian troops. 

Baidoa, despite its location 
in a fertile region of the 


country, bad been particular- 
ly hard hit by the 1^2 famine 
that prompted international 
milit^ intervention in De- 
cember of that year to guard 
relief convoys. 

Armed factional conflict in 
the area had destroyed 
homes, crops and livestock. 

Australian and then U.S. 
troops were deployed in 
Baidoa as part of the opera- 
tion. French troops came in 
May 1993 and were them- 
selves replaced by the Indians 
11 months later. 

In the south, the port of 
Kismayu was a coveted prize 
during Somalia's civil strife. 
In 1991 and 1992 the city was 
the scene of violent clashes 
between partisans of General 
Mohammad Said Hersi 
“Morgan,” the son-in-law of 
ousted dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre. and Omar Jess, 
an ally of Somalia’s most 
powerml warlord. General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 

U.S. and Belgian troops 
were initially assigned to 
maintain order in Kismayu 
until Indian units arrived in 
December 1993. 

Two years after the start of 
the U.N. operation. Baidoa 
and Kismayu will soon be on 
their own once again, with 
residents hoping that regional 
accords among the factions 
will hold without an interna- 
tional presence. 

The Security Council on 
Nov. 4 voted to end the U.N. 
military mission in the face of 
deteriorating security and the 
failure of efforts to reach an 
overall inter-Somali peace 
settlement. 


Hope lies in Somalia’s 
regions, says aid official 


GENEVA (R^ — A senior 
European umon (EU) offi- 
dal coordinating internation- 
al aid to Somalia said on 
Tuesday he saw tiie best hope 
for the battered African 
countiy in a federal strudure, 
starting with outlying re- 
gions. 

Sigurd liling, the EU’s 
Nairobi-based envoy to 
Somalia, told Reuters there 
seemed no prospea of a poli- 
tical accord between warring 
factions in the capit^, Moga- 
dishu. set ;im a .oen^ 
govemment before United 
Nation^ -forces ;pnU out next 
h4arch. ..... 

“For the longer ternr, I 
believe the best prospect is a 
federal r“^.»^re of the re- 
gions gre log up from the 
roots. There are already signs 
that th'TiCi could be going in 
tk ■’•ruction,” h* said in an 

Mr. Dllig, a Gennan diplo- 
mat, of the 

So . ordination 

which links 
goverrments, 
ations agencies and 
-umentaJ organisa- 
. JOs) helping recon- 
' ct:;n amid continuing 
c!an conflict. 

.lie SACB. also based in 
* Kenyan capital, opens a 
meeting in C^neva 
.fdnesday no review 
*iov aid and development 
assistance can be pursued in 
he coming months as the 
aubled U.N. peacekeeping 
>eration there, UNOSOM, 
wound down. 

Somalia has had no gov- 
. s-'ment since January 1^1 
n dictator Mohammad 
.. . Barre was overthrown. 
Ti.. U.N. rescue operation 
was launched in December 
1992 but failed in its aim to 
f.ave an interim government 
.r up within 18 months. 
>1any non-govemmental 
a agencies have expressed 
ft .rs .hat the country could 


collapse again into chaos 
when UNOSOM leaves, 
spiking a new humanitarian 
crisis and a repeat of the mass 
starvation that led the world 
body to act two years ago. 

But Mr. niing, who has 
spent many years in Africa 
and became SACB chairman 
when the body was estab- 
lished in February, said he 
had seen strong signs that 
Somalis in the regions were 
determined to resume a 
peaceful life. 

. On. recent visits to parts of 
the country away from the 
main conflict areas of Moga- 
dishu. Baidoa^and. Kisnayu, 
be said, he bad seen ordinary 
people were rebuilding their 
homes while farmers had 
brought in a good harvest 
over the summer. 

“There is dearly hope for 
the future out there, and re- 
|jonal authorities are appear- 
mg... when I have suggested 
the idea of a federal structure 
there has been a very positive 
response. People are tired of 
th;; fighting.” Mr. Illing 
added. 

Mogadishu, from where 
Mr. Siad Barre kept the 
oouiitiy in a firm grip for 22 
years, is the centre of the 
power struggle between rivai 
warlords Mohammad Faxah 
Aideed and self-styled Presi- 
dent Ali Mahdi Mohammad. 

Mr. niing said he saw “no 
light in the tunnel” for nego- 
tiations between the two to 
end the conflict — althou^ 
the U.N.'s special envoy to 
Somalia 'Sector Gbeho said 
this month he was sure a 
government would be in 
place by next March. 

“There is no possibility for 
agreement when one pa^ 
accept only one solution 
— that he must have power 
and will envisage no alterna- 
tive. Aideed wants supreme 
power and be is not willing to 
negotiate on this issue,” the 
SACB chairman said. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Tempentures will rise slightly a» 
the effect of depression will 
weaken. Rdalivc cold wOl prevail 
whh wineb becoming wcsicily mod- 
CTolc. In Aqaba, moderate weather 
conditions will continue wiht winds 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 7/15 

Aqaba 14/24 

Deserts 7/ 17 

Jordan Volley 12/21 

Yesterday's high tcmpcraiures: 



IRA^ CABINET: Inqi Presid.dit Saddam Hussera addres- 
ses hfa cabmet on Wednesday in B^^dad. He resptmded to 
U.N. acynsations that Iraq has spend as mneb as a billion 
doBars in rebnildiDg paia^ and presideBtial retreats as 


shown in satellite pictures of oemstmetions in the coantiy. 
The U.N. Seenri^ Coondl renewed sanctkuis against Iri^ 
despite Baghdad’s formal recognition of Kuwait (see page 
tme) (AFP photo) 


Palestinians seek Cairo 
help in building economy 


CAIRO (AP) — The Palesti- 
nians, grappfing with formid- 
able cooRomic problems, are 
seeki^ Egyptian help in de- 
veloping the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho, a 
Palestinian official said Tues- 
day. 

Nabil Shaath, minister of 
planning and international 
cooperation, said the Palesti- 
nians want closer economic 
and trade relations with 
(iairo and are s«..;ldng Egyp- 
tian gas aqd electricity sup- 
plies for the two zones. 

Ties with Egypt would help 
“liberate the Patestinian eco- 
nomy from Israeli hegemony 
of the Palestinian market,” 
he said. 

Dr. Shaath spoke with re- 
porters after taiks with Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa and 
Energy Minister Maher Aba- 
za. 

UiKler an economic accord 
signed by Egypt and the 
Palestinians last Jan 2S , 
Egypt agreed to provide eco- 
nomic and technical assist- 
ance to the Palestinian 
National Authority that gov- 
erns the two zones. Both 
sides pledged preferential 
treatment in the trade of 
goods and services. 

Mr. Abaza was quoted by 
the state-run Middle East 
News ' Agency (f^NA) as 
saying Egypt will assist in 
setting up a Palestinian elec- 
tricity network and in provid- 
ing die territories with pow- 


er. He gave no details. 

Israel currently supplies ail 
utilities to the autonomous 
areas at a cost of millions of 
doilais a year. 

Dr. Shaath's talks with the 
Egyptian officials also dealt 
with deals faced by Palesti- 
nians trying to cross into 
Gaza from Egypt, according 
to Palestinian officials who 
asked not to be named. 

Palestinians complain they 
are being held up for hours — 
sometimes days — by Egyp- 
tian security forces. The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity is seeking to work out a 
system to ensure there are no 
security risks from Palesti- 
nians transiting Egypt. 

The Palestinians and Israel 
are scheduled to reopen their 
negotiations on expanding 
Palestinian rule throughout 
the Wests Bank next Monday 
in Cairo Dr. Shaath said. 

The latest negotiations are 
■aimed at extending self-rule 
to the West Bank. 

' ' Dr.' Shaath said, be would 
bead the Palestinian te^ to 
the talks, which have stale- 
mated over the issues of 
Palestinian elections and the 
e:...=iit of Israeli military with- 
drawal from the West Bank. 

In Gaza, Chairman Yasser 
Arafat lashed out on Tuesday 
at die tnteinationa] commun- 
ity over what he called 
politically-motivai-d delays 
in fonneiling the promised 
funds. 


Kurdish paper aims for 
independent voice 


ISTANBUL (R) — A new 
Kurdidi new^aper due to hit 
the stands in Tmk^ next 
week will (^D with a call for 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas 
to lay down their anns, its 
publisher said on Tuesday. 

The newspaper, tentatively 
entitled Rc^te, wants the 
outlaw ed K urefisb Labour 
Pa^ (PEK) to dedare a 
unilateral ceasefire, so.^.3- 
thing the groiro did for one 
month in 1S193, publisher 
Oihan Kotan told Reuters. 

The demand is likely to be 
ignored by the PI^ whose 
10-year-old battle for control 
of southeast Turkey has kO- 
Led more than 13,000 people. 

But it may sig^ the start 
of a movement outside the 
PKK to challenge Ttirkey's 
policy towards its Knrd^ 
minority. Ozgnr Ulke, Tur- 
key’s only pro-Knrdish pap- 
er, re^any publishers col- 
umiis by PKK leader Abdul- 
lah Ocalabj;. 'under tire pen> 
name Ali FifaO ‘ , . 

' ”We' "dfe ..agafrist violence' 
on all sidtt, tc it a Kurdish) 
village attacked by soldiers or 
a bomb Uud by the PKK in 
Istanbul,” said Mr. Kotan, 
who returned to Tiirkey three 
months ago after 14 years in 
self-impo^ exile in Stock- 
holm. 

,*‘We believe this is a prob- 
lem that must be solv^ by 
Turks and Kurds together 
wi^n Turkey’s borders,” 
said Mr. Kotan, a Turtish 


Kurd. 

The weekly newspaper win 
demand Turk^ fift restric- 
tions on Kurdish expression, 
something government offi- 
cials frequently mention but 
have yet to act upon. 

This includes allowing Knr- 
dish-langnage education, 
television and radio, as weO 
as lifting the state of 
emergen^ in the soudieast 
and ending alleged milit^ 
abuses against Kurdish civi- 
lians there. 

But wiiat Mr. Kotan sees 
as a condfiafory line may not 
be enough to protect the 
newsp^r — wh^ wfll p^t 
articles in Ibrldsh J^*>d Kur- 
dish — from either the ^v- 
emment or the guerrillas. 

The PICK takes a harsh 
view towards groups that 
oppose it- metfc •- — one 
reason it iias reuiained the 
doirunairt Kunfish force in 
the southeast. Animra .ha§ 
not been very tioebnUnodat^ 
ine either. 

Dbzebs tif Und in- 

-tdiectuals' azt 'ctiiTditly ''m 
prison under a vaguely 
worded law that bans written 
or verbal propaganda aimed 
at undermming ffie Turl^ 
state. 

The , pro^Kurdish Demo- 
cracy Party was shut by the 
court in June and eigjbt par- 
liamentarians face charges of 
treason for statements that 
allegedly linked them to the 
guerrillas. 




Iraman deputies vote to step up security measures 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s par- 
liament has ordered the In- 
telligence bCnistry to streng- 
then and widen its networls 
to better neutralise internal 
and external security threats, 
Tehran Radio said. 

Deputies added an artide 
to a bill about the count’s 
next five-year plan requiring 
that foe ministry “step up its 
activities to prevent enemies 
from obtaining documents 
about the country's poten- 
tials,” it said. 

The ministry is to “set up, 
strengthen or expand its net- 
works in acoorchmee with its 
tasks and take necessa^ ac^ 
tion to prevent security-re- 
lated crimes from Caking 
place.” 

Government organisations 
inside and outride Iranian 
borders must provide facili- 
ties needed by the ministry’s 


staff, the artide said. 

'The report referred to no 
spedfic security threat, but 
Iranian authorities regularly 
accuse foreign enemies led by 
the United States and a varie- 
ty of Iranian opposition 
groups of trying to under- 
mine the frlamic republic. 

Hie article widens the 
scope erf the ministry's work 
from the 1983 law which set 
up the ministry to unify and 
centralise the coontiy's in- 
telligence and security appar- 
atus. 

That law, for instance, re- 
quired government boefies to 
nirnisfa any intelfigenoc de- 
manded by the ministry, but 
made no mention of provid- 
ing fedlities to its staff. 

The radio report did not 
elaborate on how the minis- 
try was to prevent security- 
related crimes from taking 


place, a task not induded in 
the 1983 law. . 

The artide, in line with the 
government policy of keqnng 
mteUigenoe spen^gs secret, 
did not discuss how the minis- 
try would be funded during 
the five-year plan starting on 

March 21. 

• ^ 

Tbe Intelligence Ministry is 
unique among government 
bodies in that it is almost 
never criticised in the main- 
stream press. 

Last month Ahmad 
Khomeini, son of the late 
leader Ayatollah Ruhoflafa 
Khomeini, was quoted in Re- 
salat newspaper as sa^^gin a 
meeting with the nrinrstry’s 
offidals: “We stxruld break 
the notion that the mteUi- 
gence apparatus does not 
allow the people and media 
to say what they want.” 


Hie said security offidals 
would never allow monarch- 
ists and coonter-revolntioaar- 
ies to have tb^ say “hut th^ 
should, and do, welcome that 
media publish ^at is on peo- 
ple’s minds.” 

Prerideot Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani at least once 
joked m public about the 
feared image of die ministry. 

Presenting his cabinet to 
parliament for a new vote of 
confidence at tbe start of his 
second term last year, hfr. 
Rafranjani told die deities 
airen he camefo InteUigenoe 
kfinister Ali Fallahiyan: *T 
don’t need to say anything 
about him because none erf 
you would dare vote against 
him.” 

Mr. Fallahiyan went 
throi^ 204-24 with 24 ab- 
stentions. 


Baghdad turns mtod 
one big bazaar 


•4 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
Iraqi capital has tinned into 
one big bazaar where reri- 
deiits sell off their prized 
possessions at bargain base- 
ment prices in a struggle for 
survival because of die four- 
year-old U.N. sanctions. 

The erstwhile rich bring 
tiicir Persian carpets, crock- 
ery . silverware arid old books 
to auction houses around 
Baghdad. 

“An authentic oHd Tabriz 
(carpet), starting at only 
20,0(X> dinars'” cried the au- 
ctioneer from his {riatfonn in 
a furniture store, asking for a 
mere S40 with the collapse of 
the Iraqi currency because of 
tbe sanctions. 

'*A pair of Iraqi carpets, 
going for 60.00'. 

His apprentices rolled out 
the carpets from a (irst-floor 
balustrade for the customers 
to assess their colours and 
designs. 

The Tabriz sold for 30.000 
dinars, a fraction of what it 
would have cost in terms of 
dollars before the embargo, 
.which was imposed after tbe 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1S190. 

Despite die Iraqi dedrion 
on Thuisday to give up its 
claim to Kuwait, thus meet- 
ing a key condition for lifting 
the eml^go, the dinar has 
remained stable and was on 
Sunday still seeling at be- 
tween S30 and SSO to the 
dollar. 

Amid U.S. and British 
calls for Iraq to comply with 
all U.N. resolutions following 
its defeat in the 1991 Gulf 
war, merchants in Baghdad 
held out little hope for an 
eariy lifting of tbe emba^. 

“Carpets have turned into 
the currency of Iraq, even 
more so than gold or foreign 
money,” Kassem Jav^ari, the 
owner of die auction house. 

‘Today, people aie living 
in misery. The old T ... 
bring us carpets aich 
they’ve kept for ge-’ orations. 
As for the poor, mey'II sell 
anything, even dieir front 
door.” 

Most of the buyers are 
merchants who make a profit 
by. reselling the carpets. Mr. 
Jawari said many of them go 


up for sale abroad, despite c 
govemment ban on expon^g ^ 
carpets. 

ThA works of Iraqi pain- ; 
ters, who arc rcspec*ed |. 
throughout the Arab WArid,' 
have also turned into com- . 
modities which find thdr way 1 . 
to Amman art ^galleries. 

In the workmg-class . dis- 
trict of Karrada,- small-time - 
traders have taken ovet a ; 
two-kilometre streteff^of .. 
pavement, setting op sCaHs in . 
frontof boutiques which have 
lost their patrons. 

Potential customers try on 
shoes and haggle over' the ■' 
price of saucepans or school 
satchels until late in the even- 
ing. 

Mohammad Rauf, a man 
in his 50s. was seated on a 
folding chair in front of his 
stall loaded with socks'and . 
stockings. 

Last year, he quit his job in 
the civil service because' of 
the 3,000-dinar monthly-^- 
axy, enough to buy justrtwo 
cartons of mflk. “I now 
in construction during the 
day and come to Karradali:. 
the evem'ngs,” he said. 

A univejsi^ lecturer is' pc 
better off than a dvil servwt 
earning 5,000 dinars, or. fes: 
than SIO a month. "r* 

Hidden frxnn bead to'fcfo 
by a black abaya robe^*; 
woman offered her wasKn 
madiine for 2S.(XX) difr»h 
“It works well, I assure ytm, . 
she said to a customer ’tr' 
specting the machine. *■/"' 

Tbe poorest of tbe poof ^ . 
found downtown, selling fo. 
mattresses and blankets^ lai^ 
out on top of cars. 

In what has come 
known as the thieves* squKf 
men crouched on the 
ment sell anything from ‘JSk 
le dgarettes to old tranrii^ 
radios and second-hifir 
shoes. _ 

Another district of Bq$ 
dad spedalises in spare 
for cars. 

“Apart from a small fi^g- 
who are very well off, 
body is living in pover)^. 
People we’ve known as w' 
off now come to os for 
after they’ve nothing lefift-r 
sell,” said a charity wotIdCt - 


Israeli soldier’s father • 



TEL AVIV^AP) 
fi^i involve in the abduc- 
tion and tiffing of Israeli- 
American soldier Nachsbon 
Waxman has said that kid- 
nappers would have kept him 
alive for 10 days while nego- 
tiating demands for Palesti- 
nian prisoner releases. 

Yehuda 'Waxman. the 
slain soldier’s father, said 
Wednesday he was upset by 
the disclosure in Israeli news- 
papers because it suggested 
that an aborted rescue, 
staged five days after his 
son's kidnapping, may have 
been too hasty. 

The dailies Yedioth Ahro- 
notb and Maariv published 
testimony from Jihad Yagh- 
mour, 27. of East Jerusalem, 
a Palestinian accomptice of 
.Waxman’s three kidnappers 
from the Hamas movement. 

Yaghmour was arrested a 
day before the Oct. 14 
attempt to free Waxman and 
infoimation he provided was 
reportedly crucial to the op- 
eration. Tbe three kidnap- 
pers were killed in the raid. 

The transcript was released 
after state prosecutors nsed it 
‘Tuesday to fight -a supreme 
court appeal against an army 
order to seal tM homes of die 
kidnappers’ families. 

The justice ministry con- 
firmed tbe transcript pub- 
lished in tbe newspapers was 
correct. 

The Waxman case 


j... acted world atteiitiQ. 
since he was a dual U^. 
Israeli national. .Presir^p 
Clinton met tbe family wnei. 
he was in Israel on Oct. 

Yaghmour report^Hl r, 
said that the kidnapp^'u 
who he allegedly help^jp;. 
renting a van for the Ql^'tC' 
abduction, “told nie that4i^' 
.had intended to drag out 
negotiations for 10 days! 
rhrir conditions were iq^t '. 
they would release the ^ ti- 
dier.” ; ^ 

‘Their plan was for m^ 
take the soldier to a. centra-; 
road and then contact poj^ 
and tell them where to'^^r.. 
him once prisoners werr 
freed, he added. ' 

Hamas wanted Israel "'ic 
release key movement teSti- 
ers and doz^ of other acHy- 
ists in exchange for Waxnf^. 
notably the wheelcfiair- 
bound spiritual leader 
Ahmad Yassin, who is sef^-. 
ing a life sentence for order^- 
ing Arab collaborators ^leq. 

Ya^mour’s claims con- 
flicted with tbe rati<Mfafe 
given by Prime Minister Yi|- 
v\ak Rabin . i 

Waxman’s father told ann 
radio that what Yaghmom- 
quoted as saying, “defimtelt 
means they wanted ot negoo- 
ate, and if this was knowji 
before the actioo, that die)/ 
wanted to drag the negotia- 
tions on for 10 cjvs, tbe(* are 
a lot of questions to as^.”( 



Amman 12. Aqaba 22. Humidity 
readings: Amman 86 per ccfiu 

Aqaba 44 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr, Gh^eb Zawaidch 736011 

Dr. YousefNasr 751144 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Dr. Adnan ZaghSou] 898140 

Fires pharmacy 661912 

Fcrd«3ws pharmacy 778336 

Ai Afcma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pfiarmacy. 64494S 

Shmersani phartnacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Akram Momani 248795 

Alquds pharmacy 

ZARQAs 

Dr. iGjch Saqr 901290 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENaES 

Food Control Centre 6J7111 

Gvii Defenoe Depanmem 66I11I 
Gvil Defcnoe Immediate 

Rfcscnc 630341 

Cvil Dcfcocc Emergency 199 

RcsciuPoUcc 192.621I1K637777 

Hrc Brigade 6l7l0l 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PnNic Security Dcpartmcoi 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6DS800 

Price Complaints 66II76 

Wafer and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mvnidpalr^ 

Complaints 787111 

Tcl^onc InformatioR 

(directory assisUnGG) 121 

Ovcncas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 1 623101 

Abdali Tcicpbonc Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tclcwion 773111 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctridiy Authority 

81S6I5 

Elcaric Power 

Comp; ny 636381 


RJ Right Information .... 08i^3200 
Queen AJta tnU. Airpon 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hu»0in Medical Centre 8138 1302 
Khalidi Matcnihy . J. Anui 

644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palesonc.ShTTKsani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hosixial 669131 

U2ivcnihr Hartal 84S84S 

Al-Muashcr HcBpital 667227/9 

'flic lybrnk. Abdali 666127/37 

Ai-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Mubdjrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashk. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 

Anay. Marfca — 891611/15 

Ooem Alia Hospital .... 6024ttW 
Amal HosfMial 6741S5 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. HomilaJ (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hoqnial 

Ibn Sina Hoqsitai ....... ^09^98^^ 

AlHibna Modem (09)99(1990 

ntBID: 

Princes Bmu Hospital ...... (02)275355 


Greek Caiholie Hospital (ICC7227S 

IbnAINarccsHosntal 10 Z) 247 |IX) 

AQARA: 

Rtneest Haya Hoqiiial. (03)3l4ni 

FORTHE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This ur/bniutibn a sapnUcd by 
Royal Jordunia/. /a/t.vi'.,arkin 
departmcai a. ' - \jcen Alia in- 
temathnal Airjh. ■ ."cL ( 08 ) 33200 ^ 
S. where it shoulj always i~ ‘ 
Bed: 


ABBIVAU 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghta 
(Temrinal 1 ) ' ' ^ 

»4ri)0 

Sidenporc. Kuala Lumpour (Rj' 

6S:M Aden (R)l 

•7:20 Sanaa <Rl1 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

•9:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

•9:4I ......... New Delhi (RJ) 

(RhS Beirut (Rj) 

IfltZS CokunbolRJ] 


f7M New Yorit, Amsurdam (Ri) 

1540 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

15:25 Loodoa, Bvi1*n (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. ArA.Ti(RJ) 
19:05 .... Bangkok. Calkcucta (kJ, 
19:10... . Casablanea, Tunis (RJ) 

2M0 itomc (RJ) 

20do Athens. Laniaca (RJ) 

^3:50 .... Ku/>!^ Lumpur(aM) (RJ) 

Othw Flights (Tennlnal 2) 

11:45 ■- Cairo (07) 

llrdA “ ■ ■ 

13:50 Riyiidh 

16:15 Onbai (EKj 

17:5B nuia. Damascus- 

Qiiro (MS] 

Bdnit(MEi 

22:« Istanbul nX) 

■■•iMviaaiaa.. Amstcrdsixi 


DEPARTURES 
Royal aordanian (Rj) 
FUghta 
(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (iU) 

Aqaba (Rj) 

10|40 .... Abu Dhabi. AI *Ain 

^9^45 ... AmstcrdRin« Chic&igSO 
1 *•£ Montroal. Toronto (RJ] 

[Jt® Lamaca. Athens S' 

Aqa^. Paris <Rj] 

London (RJ' 

22 (rji 

^5** Bahrain. Doha (RJj 


j.l’2S Dubai, Muscat IRJ) i 

22:10 r '■b Lumpar,-Jakaiia (RJ) | 

Olhor Fii^its CTormlnal 2) j 

«^'15 Bc^t (ME) I 

12:15 Doha (07) 

13:30 Sbarqab (AH.) 

:7sl5 .. 

21:«» Cairo 

• 2 : 20 . 




Dubai pK) ifj 

Amsicrdam m 

market nacES 

Upp^/fowcrpncciofilspcrkg^ 

Apple 7 DW 500 I 

Banana 

Bfimana (Mukaounar) ' 620 i 

120/70 

XOfTOO J. 

320/ 180 H 

wUmcntinc 2 W 200 *I 

Cucumbers 180/100 

Cumbers (small) 360 / 240 

30 (y 200 

, 620000 

Unipcl-niit 280 /aOB 

- 300 /.200 

Manw (large). 18 J /100 

Mamow(sniaIl) 380/250 

«iye(pcnl 40 WJ 60 

— 4 |XV '300 

l«»y) ................ 400 ./* 3 no I 

Orange 65 Q(Soa ? 

2 MM 60 

260/160 

fcS 4 

String beans — \ZZ j 


.5 > 








* 


Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAV, NOVEMBER 17-18, 1994 


3 




, His Rtqral Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
..Wednesday renives a visiting Belgian 
‘.jartiainaitary ddegation to discuss recent 
'.devdopments in the Middle East and ties 


with Belgium and of (^her European 
nations. Attending the meeting was Sena- 
tor Zdd Rifai (Pkra photo) 


jQrown Prince, Belgian parliamentarians 
(tiscuss advancing bilateral relations 


•1 


• AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
, P/ince Hassan Wednesday 
reviewed Jordanian-Belgian 
! relations and discussed 
’.^rop«'s role in developing 
■ ije Middle East region in the 
new era of peace during a 
‘nweting at his office with a 
, visiting Belgian parliamen- 
-facy delegation. 

, 'im discussing mutual coop- 
'eration in several fields. 
^Prince Hassan urged the 
EjuDropean nations to raise 
'.tlieir level cooperation with 
.Middle Eastern nations to 
that of “partnerships for 
peare.”. 

rackling the prospects of 
European assistance to the 
Countries of the region. 
‘ Prince Hassan referred to the 
re<^t Casablanca economic 
'conference which he said was 
deigned to invoK’e advanced 
iritions in the development of 
'^untries in North Africa and 


the Middle East. 

The Crown Prince discus- 
sed- the Amman economic 
conference which is sche- 
duled to take place in the 
second half of 199S, stressing 
his view that meeting should 
deal with specific develo{>- 
ment schemes and pave the 
way for their implementa- 
tion. 

He also spoke about Jor- 
dan's parliamentary system, 
stressing that the Kingdom 
was seeking to enhance 
democracy and political plur- 
alism and ensure respect of 
human rights while pursuing 
economic development.. 

Roger Lallemand, head 
of the 14-member group 
which represents various 
political ideolo^es in the 
Belgian Upper House of Par- 
liament, voiced his country's 
backing for the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty and 


praised the Kingdom’s efforts 
at democratisarion. 

Mr. Lallemand said his 
country was committed to 
providing assistance to Jor- 
dan in various fields and to 
enhancing economic coop- 
eration with the Kingdom in 
the coming stage. 

He praised Jordan's econo- 
mic performance which, he 
said, attained very high 
levels. 

Ihresent at the meeting was 
Zeid Rifai, head of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee. Abdul Hadi Majali. de- 
puty speaker of the 'Lower 
House of Parliament and 
Pierre du Muelenaere, Bel- 
gium's ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

The Belgian group, which 
earlier visited Israel and the 
West Bank, ended a 24-hour 
visit here Wednesday and 
headed for Syria. 


Lawyers demand acquittals 
in State subversion case 


'AMMAN' (AP)''— 'l.awyeis 
;tiefending ,22 suspects ao- 
‘cu^' ftf subversion deman- 
ded tl^ ^uittal Wednes- 
;day. claiming pre-trial con- 
'fe^ons were extracted under 
duress. 

. 'Ending up their case in 
.die 12-week-old trial at the 
;Su^e Security Court, the 
se^n-man defence team said 
their chents were not guilty of 
'.plotting or carrying out 
homing attacks in the King- 
dom as charged. 

Court rules prohibit media 

displosure of details of the . argued that his clienf was 
proceedings or the identities mentally instable and could 


■ra' are daarged with pldtiing 
s^don throi^ desu^ilisa- 
non' of the Kingdom, assas- 
sinations of Jordanian and 
Palestinian peace negotiators 
and attacks on U.S. and 
Israeli interests. If convicted, 
tfa^ face a death penalty. 

'The defendants are nick- 
named “Arab Afghans,” 
volunteers who fought along- 
side the A^an Mnjahedeen 
against the Soviet army in the 
1980-90 war in Afghanistan. 

The lawyer of one defen- 
dant who had pleaded guilty 


movie theatre in Zarqa. The 
defendant lost both ^ legs 
when the exptoave went off 
prematurely. At least one 
other person was seriously 
wound^. 

Odier defendants retracted 
their pre-trial confessions at 
the outset of the hearings, 
which began Aug. 27, seven 
months after bomb attacks on 
cinemas in Zarqa and Am- 
man said to show pornog- 


raphic films. 
The 


,6f 'the accused or witnesses 
[unfil die three-member miiit- 
'ary, tribunal issues hs verdict. 
" 'The 22 accused and 
.another three tried in absen- 


not be held responsible for 
his actions. 

The defendant had told the 
court he was responsible for 
the Feb. 1 attack on ^wa 



MUSIC SHOW 

*‘Nag’airs” — music show at the Marriott Hotel on 
Friday af 8:30 p.m. 

FIUHS 

Spanisb film entitled '^Cartas A AK>n*' at Instibito 
*' Cervantes (the Spanish Cnltural Centre) on Thursday 
, at 4:30 p.m. 

Film entitled *'Mr. Blandir^ BnDt His Dream Hoa»” at 
I'-^.the American Center on Hinrsday at 5:00 p.m. 




[ .ifr. Lcctiire catided ^^Human Srtdement in the Upper 
Zarqa Valley: Results of the 1993 ItaBan Archaeological 
Project'* by Dr. Gaetano Falumbo at Uk Rqyal Cuhural 
Ctetre on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ Ceramics exhibition by Niuwa Annab at the Orflali Airt 
;:GaDery, 

.^^Ceramics exhilNthm by Sa'id A1 'Ani at the Phoenix 
'‘GaOefy for Culture and Art. Also showing a namWiigc 
lexhOBtiMi by Husni Abu Karim. 

^ ExhibitioD on famnaD international law entitled “Draw- 
ings from Arab Calligraphy*’ at the JRoyal Cnltiir^ 
! ; Centre. Also showing an exhiliitimi of wooto products 
'■.•by Atallah Zabaneh. 

fr .First Exhibition of Jordauan ^tgineeriiig and Electric 

Products at the Amman International E^bition hril, 

-.^‘•Maij Al Hamam. ^ 

•• 

Exhibition of paintings by Daniel Arghnon at the 
>-Institulo Cervantes (tte Spani^ Culfairal Centre). 

fri 'Exhibit entitled “S^[iis and Sjinbols: Communication 
' ‘ -and Interpretation the Brandywine WoriEslK^” at 
.‘ .(he Ameri^ Center. 

■fr .Ceramic exhibition by Mahmoud Taba at Darat Al 
> ' -Funun. 

fr -Exhibition of paintings by Radwan Al Dhabi, Jamal 
‘-.Abbcfi, and Walk! NasraDah at Ain Art Gall^. 

IT •Exhibhion of paintings hy Ahmad Na’wash at Abdul 
',; !Uameed Shmnan Foundation. 

•fif Exhibition painting s by Salam Kan’an at the Balkaa 
. ,^n Gallery, Fuhels. 

'fr Exhibltioo of art by Annie Sakkab at the French Cultural 
Centn, -f 


prosecution says that 
the bombing spree was part 
of a campmgn to purge the 
conservative Kingdom of 
what the attadceis saw as 
mounting sodal corruption 
caused by Western influence. 

The accused are purported 
to be part of a dand«tine 
group which reedred ^ding 
from Osama Ben Laden, a 
Saudi Arabian mOb'onaire of 
Yemeni ori^n who bankrol- 
led volunteers in the A^um 
war and has since turned to 
financing Muslim extremists 
in the Arab World. 

Prosecutors say many of 
the defendants received milit- 
ary training in Pakistan in the 
19^ and returned home af- 
ter the end of the Afj^an war 
to destabilise the I^gdom. 

Defence witnesses in- 
cluded medical doctors 
through whom the accused 
sought to prove that they 
were forced through physical 
means into signing the con- 
fessions. 

The hearing was adjourned 
after two hours until Nov. 26, 
the last session before the 

veidict. 


Premier, ministers answer deputies’ querries 

Flood dsLinstgc , employmeiit and murders Bjnong issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister AMul Salam Majali 
Wednesday said in Parlia- 
mem that the government 
plans to distribute aid k> peo- 
ple who suffered properw 
damage in the recent floods 
and has already allocated ini- 
tial fends for diis purpose. 

Dr. Majali made the state- 
ment while replying to de- 
puties' querries on several 

issues, (jiduding government 
reaction to dam^ caused 1^ 
the floods, the rise in the 
price of basic food commod- 
ities, the recent decision to 
reduce customs duty on cars 
and other imported goods, as 
wel^as the result of investiga- 
tions into the murder of two 
pharmacist assistants in Am- 
man. 

With reference to the mur- 
der cases. Dr. Majali said the 
government cannot take 
statements at the moment as 
investigations were still under 


way. He said that after the 
investigations have been 
completed the entire case will 
be referred to courts. 

Dr. Majali said tiiat the 
government was worb'ng out 
a formula to avoid any com- 
plications in the application 
of the Sales Tax Law result- 
ing from the new rates for 
customs duty tarifEs on im- 
ported goods. 

Agriculture Minister Man- 
sour Ben Tarif replied to 
questions related to high 
prices of food commodities 
by saying that the minzstiy 
was endea'vouring to improve 
the local farmers' income 
through exports: But, he said 
that fee ministry was at fee 
same time controlling fee 
situation in the maritets by 
achieving a balance between 
fee interests of fee producers 
and fee conmmers. 

A querry by Deputy Abed 
Mousa Nahar aslred about 


fee level of reported pollu- 
tion in the soil resulting from 
fee use of various forms of 
pestiddes and fetilisers and 
fee impaa on public health as 
well as agricultural expoTB. 
To that, Mr. Ben Tarif stud 
fee Ministry of Agricultiro 
was pursuing strict control of 
fee use of pesticides which, 
be said, are only imported 
wife approval of a spedalised 
committee of experts from 
several ministries and fee 
University of Jordan. 

The Agriculture Ministxy 
usually cancels the registra- 
tion oif any kind of pesticides 
■KDven to be dangerous to 
poblic healt h, a dded Mr.-Ben 
Tarif. 

Labour Minister Khaied 
Gfaswi replied to a quarry by 
Deputy Fawzi Tueimeh al^ 
out guest workers employed 
m the Diri district by stres- 
ang feat the ministry’ was 
talwg measures to ensure 


that local workers gradually 
take the place of fee non- 
Jordanians. He em{feaased 
that the government was 
doing all it can to control the 
labour market and give prior- 
ity in employment to Jorda- 
nian workers. 

Water and Irrigation 
Nfinister Saleh Iisbeidat re- 
plied to a querry put by De- 
puty Mohamrow Oaoudieh 
on the accuracy of water bills 
in fee Tafileh region, stress 
sing feat inaccurate reaxfings 
of water meters were a com- 
mon problem not only in 
Tadfiieh. He added feat fee 
Water and Irrigation Ministry 
was- beginning- to- replace- 
most water meters to amend 
the situation. 

Adel Qudab, minister of 
supply, replied to Deputy Ali 
Abnl Ra^ieb querry on the 
ministry’s decision not _ to 
contract local and foreign 
firms whidi have tnd to oon- 


stnicc two ^ain warehouses 
in the Irmd region, 
Qndah s a»d that he declined 
to sign the oontract with dw 
frnms following on in-depth 
study of the basic conditions 
attached to the contract. 

At fee session, which wp 
chaired by Speaker Su'd 
Hayel Srour, three amend- 
ments to Jordanian laws were 

referred to fee concerned 
Ifottse committees. 

The House reviewed a re- 
port Ity its Committee on 
Palestine and Occupied Arab 
Lands and a propo^ was put 
to fee House to issue a state- 
ment condemning Israel's re- 
cent measures at Al Ibiahiim. 
Mosque in Hebron. 

The House entrusted Par- 
liament's General Secretariat 
to draft a siatemeut in this 
respect. 

Srour aimounced feat 
fee next House session will 
be held Sunday evening. 


AMO issues permission for 800 tonnes of 
tomato exports to Israel ; no shipments yet 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The state-run 
Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) has 
issued permissions to ex- 
port 800 tonnes of toma- 
toes to ZsraeZ, wfeich is fsc- 
ing a shortage of the com- 
modity after imposing a 
ban on iniport of produce 
from fee Gaza Strip, offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

It will be the first Jorda- 
nian exports to Israel after 
■ fee two countries signed a 
peace treaty last month and 
formally s^ed it by ex- 
changing the documents of 
ratification on Nov. 10. 

Abdnl Rahman Abn 
Sneneh of the AMO told 
the Jordan 'Times on 
, Wednesday feat the orga- 
nisation, an umbrella br^y 
for all agricultural exports 
from and imports to Jor- 
dan, faad*^ issued perrnis- 
sions for 40 fruckloads of 
tomato 'eiqporis to Israd. 
'^'Eacb vefaide will have a 
capacity of 20 tonnes. 


But no actual shmment 
was sent across the border 
as of Wednesday noon 
smee Jordanian exporters 
and l^eli importers bad 
not reached agreement on 
prices and other commer- 
cial terms, he said. 

“We believe feat Mien 
agreement is reached, Jor- 
dan will be sending about 
150 tonnes of tomatoes to 
Israel every day,” said Mr. 
Abu Sneneh. 

According to market 
sources, Jordanian eTqxir- 
ters were demanding S1.75 
per kilo of tomatoes while 
Israeli importers were 
offering only SI .5, and 
negotiations were con- 
tinuing over teleffeoru and 
' faxes to arrive at an accept- 
able price. 

But traders also noted 
feat eiqxnters were getting 
tile price of nearly $1.75 
from tteir traditional mar- 
kets in fee Gulf states, and 
. feere w^ no inoeDtive for 
them to sen cheaper to fee 
"'Israelis. 

In the local market. 


tomatoes fetched around 
JD1.5 (about S2.1S) (ter 
kilo on Wednesday, a ;^e 
feat, by definition, is a dis- 
suading factor for exports. 

There is also concern in 
fee market feat fee exporte 
would lead to shorta^ in 
the market and higher 
prices. But traders say that 
exports to Israel might only 
mean a reduced quantity 
going to tbe Guff markets 
vntfaout affecting the actual 
market situation in the 
country. 

According to Bashir 
Gazzawi of ubid, vfeo se- 
cured permission to export 
200 tonnes (10 trnddo^) 
from the AMO on Wednes- 
day, the Hsraelis were de- 
manding tomatoes of near- 
ly American and European 
staiKterds and paddng spe- 
cifications. 

We do have tomatoes of 
fee standards and 

tions by the.- 

hut tile, price has to be 
said Mr. Gazzawi. 

ui»l turned to Jordan 
for its tomato needs when 



prices tiiot up to more than 
$2.5 per kflogramme after 
it impo^ a ban on import 
of agricultural products 
from tbe Gaza Stnp dting 
an outbreak of cholera 
there. It is not known when 
fee ban mli be tifted. 

Mr. Abu Sneneh said the 
AMO stood ready to meet 
Israeli requirements of 
agricnltnrai produce if 
isntel a^qiioacbed Jordan. 
So for, ^ lequiiement has 
been limiled to tomatoes. 

Jordan is a signatory to 
fee Arab countries’ boycott 
of Israd because that law 
remains on Jordanian sta- 
tute books — altbongb tbe 
presence of Israeli tourists 
and the pomission to ex- 
port tomatoes seem to de- 
monstrate it is no longer 
being applied. 

Information Minister 
.Jawad. Anani told., the 
Associated. Ptess thaj 
altbongb the 'peace treaty 
specifies,.tbat the boycott 
^onld be lifted. **tbere 
bave to be leg^ measures 


adopted by fee government 
to repeal ^ omrent Jorda- 
nian boycott law.” 

He said: “The intention 
is feere, but tins is a Icmg 
process of outfining a law 
and sending it to parlia- 
ment for ratification.'’ 

Earlier, the Agence 
France Presse quo^ an 
unidentified official as 
saying Jordan had lifted its 
economic boycott of Israel 
and drawn up new customs 
legislatioD foUovnng their 
peace treaty. 

The end to Jordan's 
observance of fee four- 
decade Arab League 
boycott of brael was a 
“logical oonduaon” of tbe 
peace treaty, said tiie ofifi- 
daL 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Megmd said Monday fear 
the boycott, <ledai^ in 
J.9S1, would remain in 
force until Israel complied 
with U.N. resolutions and 
gave up occupied Syrian 
and Lebanese land. 


New telephone exchange projects to open 26,200 lines 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Post and Communications 
Hashem Dabbas Wednesday 
laid the foundation stones for 
two telq)lioiK exchange 
buildings at Naser and Abu 
Alanda districts of Amman 
adding a collective initial 
capacity of 26,2(X) telephone 
lines to fee country's tele- 
phone service ^tem. 

The two projects are part 
of the national programme 
intended to boost fee Tele- 
communications Corpora- 
tion's (TCC) capabilities to 
meet the gromng demand for 
^ephone services, said Dr. 
Dabbas who is also TCC 
board chairman. 

Hie national TCC prog- 
ramme, he said, is exp^M 
to make available more than. 
2S0.0(X) telephone lines in 
Jordan by the end of 1997. 

ITie electronic exchange at 
Naser has a capacity of 
20,000 Jines, and fee Abu 
Alanda exchange 6,200 lines, . 
added the minister in an 
address at a ceremony to 


launch fee projects. 

The two projects, added 
the minister, are expected to 
operational by fee second 
half of 1996. 

Jaafar Abu Ahboud, TCC 
assistant direaor general, 
who is in charge of the 
national programmes said fee 
progr^me entails setting up 
W buildings to house fee new 
telephone exchanges, some 
of which have already been 
announced in tenders. 

Referring to fee Naser ex- 
change, he said that it could 
be boosted at a later st^e to 
contain 3S,0(X) lines, aid the 
Abu Alanda exchange could 
be increased to 20.(Xi0 lines in 
fee final stage. 

Mr. Abu Abboud said that 
by August 1995 the two 
buildings will be completed 
and telephone services would 
be operational by December 
1996. 

Earlier in fee day. Dr. 
Dabbas opened a post cffice ia 
Shmeisani district 



Afinister at Post and CoaamancatSaas man to contain a. td^dione 
Hashem Dabbas sets a cornerstone on a qrstem (Petra photo) 
new bnildine nnder constmethm in Am- 
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Weekend fog warning issued 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Meteorok^ Department Wednes- 
day forecast doody to partly doudy weather in Jordan 
Thursday as the low atmosphere depresrion affecting fee 
eastern Mediterranean region tapers off. 

The department issued a fog warning for tbe morning 
hours and cautioned of poor visibility during fee ni^t. 
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THE BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 

THE BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST is seeking to recruit 
young ambitious personnel to become staff officers. 

Candidates should: 

- Have a BA in Business Administration or related degree with a score of 
80%=(B+) or better from an accredited university. Experience is not 

essential. 

- Be proficient in English both written and spoken. 

- Be under 23 of age. 

- Have a good personal skills. 

- Have the capability and commitment for a high workload. 

Qualified candidates are requested to send their C.V. references, recent 
photos, copies of certified educational certificates and academic trans- 
cript to: 

SOT Vacancy 

The Human Resources Executive 
The British Bank of the Middle East 
P.O.Box 925286 
Amman - Jordan. 

Last day to submit applications is on J>fov. 26, 1996. 

Telephone calls are not acceptable. 
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n assuRance aMT&ewTiciTj 
£hd The hghesT oiialiry 
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THE JORD&H DESIGN AND TS&DE.CECrrR£ 

Noor Al-Hnssefn Foundation 
Off the Wadi Saqra Road 
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Nervous Taiwan repeats apology 


for mistake ^shelling’ of China 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
said Wednesday it had sus- 
pended an artiliery exercise 
on one of its islands after the 
"mistaken'” shelling of a 
Chinese mainland village 
which fuelled new tension be- 
tween the rivals. 

In a sign of the jinery state 
of nerves. Defence Minister 
Sun Chen angrily denied a 
'newspaper report that 
Chinese warplanes crossed 
the neutral line along the 
Taiwan Strait shortly after 
the incident Monday. 


An informed source told 
AFP, the heavily fortified de- 
fence command on Kinmen 
Island had been in a state of 
emergency since Oct. 10 
when a group of Chinese 
troops came near Uchiu, 
another small islet, and chal- 
lenged Taiwanese counter- 
paits to a battle. 

Mr. Sun repeated Taiwan's 
embarrassed apologies for 
the bombardment, which 
according to China wounded 
four people in a Fujian pro- 
vince village near Kamen. 


which landed on the main- 
land. 

He also repeated an offer 
to "compensate for what has 
been done to the village the 
victims accordingly.” 

But a report b^ the mass- 
circulation United Daily 
News brought a rebuke from 
Mr. Sun. The report said the 
Taiwan military dispatched 
fighters to intercept Chinese 
warplanes which cross the 
neutral line but immediately 
flew back to the mainland. 

"There was no such inci- 
dent.'’ Mr. Sun told members 
of parliament in a bid to 
defuse speculation whidi the 
government fears could cre- 
ate fuel insecurity. 

A shelling drill whidi 1)as~ 
been going on at Kinmen 
Island for the past month was 
suspended, an official said. 


Graduate Institute of 
Strategem at Tamkang Uni- 
versity. said judging from the 
landing method and the num- 
ber of troops, a September 
w ar ga me at Dongshan Island 
in the East China Sea showed 
that “Beijing starts to 
seriously consider taking out- 
lying idands like Kinmen. 
Matsu and even Taiping Is- 
land of the Spratlys archipa- 
lago.” 

All three such islands are 
claimed by Taiwan whidi has 


Mr. Xu did confirm though 
that talks between the two 


bodies planned for Sunday in 

id. 


Nanjing v 
The boi 


also stationed troops there. 
In Beijing. Taiwan's 


But the Beijing press did 
not report the apologies 
made Tuesday. Chinese re- 
ports concentrated on the 
strong protest made over the 
incident which was described 
as *'\idous and evil.” 

In a speech to parliament, 
Mr. Sun reaffirmed that there 
was no hostile intention be- 
hind the 12 or more shells 


Local media also reported 
the suspension. But military 
spokesman's office in Taipei 
would not confinn the order, 
saying it was a defence secret. 

The informed source said 
the shelling exercise had been 
going on since the Oct. 10 
incident. He added that such 
an intensive drill day and 
night had been rare in recent 
years. 


Military strategists said the 
exercise was a rnult of el^t 
war games carried out by 
China at its eutem and 
southern coast this year. 

Lin Yu-Fang. chief of the 


embarrassed apologies for 
the "mistake” bombing were 
ignored by the Chinese press, 
indicating that the rivals have 
bit a- new source of friction.. 

The TQamen City Hall, 
near where the shells fell, 
said it had no knowledge of 
an aptrioev. Pr^ reports of 
in the East China Sea showed 
mention of the apology or 
compensation offer ma^ by 
Taipei. 

A spokesman for the Asso- 
ciation For Relations Across 
the Taiwan Straits, China's 
body dealing with relations 
with Taiwan, told AFP that 
an apology had been received 
though. He said it arrived 
Tuesday from its Taiwanese 
counterpart the Straits Ex- 
change Foundation. 

"We arc going to replay 
but we cannot tell you when 
and in which way,” said 
spokesman Xu Zhiqin. 


, would go aheac. 
The Iximbardment is only 
the latest of several untoward 
occurrences. 

Last week Rear-Admiral 
Lee Kai. the commander of a 
Marine troop on the small 
island of Wuchiu, commiued 
suicide after writing several 
letters complaining of the 
pressures of work. 

This week police arrested a 
group for smuggfing amphe- 
tamines ftom China through 
heavily-fortified Quemoy to 
Taiwan. The smugglers had 
evaded coast patrols to use 
the route for more than a 
police said. 

“This would never have 
happened during the martial 
law era when we had strict 
coastal controls and military 
discipline,” said Mr. Chao. 

Yang Chih-Heng. an inde- 
pendent military researcher, 
said morale on the front line 
was poor and many soldiers 
puil^ all possible strings to 
avoid being sent there. 

"Taiwan has the money to 
buy advanced weapons or 
even to produce some itself, 
but if people using the 
weapons are not professional 
or ^ert enou^, it’s hard to 
imagine what kind of serious 
results they will lead to.” said 
Mr. Yang of the independent 
Institute for National Policy 
Research. 


Major set for new Euro-row over budget 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
faced a showdown with rebels 
from his Conservative Party 
over funding for the Euro- 
pean Union as he unveiled a 
cautious legislative agenda . 
for the coming year 
Wednesday. 

A bill to raise Britain's 
contributions to the Euro- 
pean Union budget by £250 
million (S397 million) a year 
by 2000 was the most con- 
troversial feature of a low- 
key programme in a govern- 
ment-written speech to par- 
liament by Queen Elizabeth. 

Battle lines hardened 
Wednesday over the bill. 


which could turn into a vote 
of confidence in Mr. Major's 
administration. 

Right-wingers, angered by 
policy U-turns and what they 
perceive as a lack of guts in 
the government, have 
pledged to make a stand over 
Europe, an issue which 
almost brought down Mr. 
Major in a bitter battle over 
the Maastricht Treaty in 
1993. 

The agenda read out by the 
Queen, in a glittering age-old 
ceremony in the House of 
Lords, contained no sur- 


pnses. 

The government will legj^ 
late to open up the domestic 


gas market to competition 
and to equalise the pension 
age for men and women at 65 
by the year 2020. 

A bill will be introduced to 
authorise the construction of 
a higb-speed rail link be- 
tween London and the chan- 
nel tunnel — several yeais 
behind France — and to tack- 
le discrimination against dis- 
abled people. 

But attention in parliament 
was focused on the row over 
Europe, which threatens to 
^lit the Conservative Party, 
in power since 1979. 

Defence Secretary. Mal- 
colm Rifkind told BBC- 
Radip that Mr. Major had. 


committed Britain to increas- 
ing its budget dues by 
agreeing to the deal at an EU 
summit in Edinburgh in 
cember 1992. 

”It was a commitment that 
was warmly applauded in the 
House of Commons and it is 
central to our policy in de- 
fence of Britain's national in- 
terest and I believe it is 
appropriate to treat it in that 
way.” he said. 

Earlier, senior Conserva- 
tive member of parliament 
Sir Marcus Fox warned that 
defeat for Mr. Major over the 
bill <rould bring down the 
government and force a 
general election. 


-i 
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Arfentme prosters burn the Uuioa Jack and 
the U.S. (behind left) during a demonstra- 
tion against Prince Andrew’s visit ontside the 
Briti^ embassy. Police on horseback beat 


back demonstrators who tilled a security 
fence at the embassy, dnbbu^ one man in the 
fooe and making four arrests before the crowd 
was dispersed (AFP photo) 


Violence mars Andrew’s Argentine visit 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — A 
violent demonstration out- 
side the British ambassador's 
residence in Buenos Aires 
marred the first day of a visit 
by Prince Andrew billed as a 
sign of reconciliation after 
the Falklands War. 

A group of about IQO pro- 
testors including war veterans 
and fringe left-wing groups 
set fire to British and U.S. 
flags and charged police bar- 
riers. Police and mounted- 
officers charged wielding 
truncheons. 

Police said dozens of pro- 
testers were arrested. A Reu- 
ter photographer saw one 
being carried away in hand- 
cuff with his face covered in 
blood. 

Prince Andrew was inside 
the residence but an embassy 
spokeswoman said he went 
on with a scheduled speech to 
businessmen as soon as police 
dispersed the crowd. 

Argentina’s President Car- 
los Menem has billed the 
prince's visit as a diance to 
promote dialogue favourable 
to Argentina's bid for the 
Falklands — whidi it calls the 
Malvinas — over which the 


1982. 

Mr. Menem said after play- 
ing a round of golf with 
Prince Andrew, who arrived 
earlier in the day: "If there is 
no dialogue then there is no 
rapprochement and therefore 
no possibility of recovering 
(the islands).” 

He rejected critidsms of 
the invitation, which a right 
wing deputy called a frivolity 
by a government preparing 
“another betrayal of Ai^ntt- 
na interests in the Malvinas.” 
Argentine veterans de- 
nounced "the decadent Brit- 
ish royalty. 






'With that type of attitude 
there's no diance of advanc- 
ing in the recovery of the 
islands,” said Mr. Menem, 
who often states his convic- 
tion the islands will be in 
Argentine hands by 2(X)0. 


two countries went to war in 


Prince Andrew, Queen 
Elizabeth’s second son, saw 
combat in the 10-week war as 
a Royal Navy helicopter pilot 
in the. task force Britain sent 
to oust Argentine forces. 
More than IJOOO servicemen 
died, most of them Argen- 
tines. 

The choice of the sailor- 


prince to make the first offi- 
cial visit by a member of 
Britain's royal family since 
the war in the South Atlantic 
— though his estranged wife 
Sarah Ferguson and father 
the Duke of Edinburgh have 
made private visits — is 
' charged with the S5rmbolism 
of recondliation. 

On Wednesday he re-inau- 
gurates a statue in Buenos 
Aires of British I9th century* 
statesman George Canning 
that had its hand lopped off 
and was removed in the pat- 
riotic fervour after 1982. A 
month ago, a statue to 
Argentine independence 
hero General Jose De San 
Martin was unveiled in 
London. 

The veterans denounced 
the restoration of the statue 
of Canning, who they called a 
"pirate”, and said they would 
only return the severed hand 
once the islands are Argen- 


tinc. 

Argentina insists rap- 
prochement and talk of joint 
ventures with the British to 
exploit oil reserves in the 
islands do not mean it will 
relax its efforts to 
sovereignty. 


Japan court 
orders roof 
to be chopped 


TOKYO (R) — A Japan- 
court ordered a man to “choi 


off’ a top pan of hts hoi 
because neighbours were 
getting their fair share 
sunli^t, a coun ofiidal 
Wednesday. The Tokyo 
met Court said the mi 
house violated building lai 
and drastically reduCM 
number of hours of 
reaching his neighbour 
house. Presiding Judi 
Tomokatsu Tsufcahara 
“In Older to restore a 
amount of sun, part of 
building must be ch- 
off.” The three-storey hoi 
in Tokyo’s residentij 
Meguro.Ward was compi 
in early 1992. Houses 
built closely together 
Japan's land-scarce capitatT 
This has caused numerous,! 




rill 


tni. 


Vilro ^ 


[Jiako 




problems, including com- ■ . 

plainu about tall 


blocking out the sun 
court also ordered the manld 


pay 300,000 yen ($3,061) in i \ 
compensation. The plaintK'.’p^ 

- • - m m m I 


<. I. 


had ’demanded three miltiairiil'F 
yen ($30,600). A lawyer 

cialising in such cases told ttio f 

Acffthff Chl'mhtin fhnr. ft »X ** 


daily Asahi Shimbun tbatit *;^ 
was extremely rare for 
court to order a buiIdingto:#'r^., 
be chopped off. 


Half of Danish 
11-15year-olds 
suffer stress 






COPENHAGEN (AFP) 



Half of Denmark’s scfao^-'^fifTi. 


children aged between 11 
15 years suffer symptoms.i^r^e'm' 
stress, the preliminary resqfo 
of a university study pubr, kii"''* 
lished Tuesday said. The diil^ 
dren experience sleep prbb-; 
lems, headaches, nervous^, 
ness and feelings of isolation 
the Cophenhagen Unive: 
investigation found, accoi 
ing to a report in the 
servative daily newspaj 
Beriingske Tidende. Woi 
afrected are the children 
unemployed parents, in' 
gators found among the 4J 
subjects interviewed, 
study is part of a wider 
quiiy of children in 26 coi 
tries being carried out by 
World Health Organisatii 


M 
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France, U.K. plan closer airforce cooperation 


PARIS (AFP) — France and ' 
Britain will improve coor- 
dination between their air 
forces at a summit meeting 
between the two countries to 
be held in Chartres in west- 
ern France Friday. 

But Britain is holding out 
against a French demand that 
it should join a project to 
develop a new European 
military transport aircraft, 
French officials said. 

The British also want to 
wait until 1991 and the open- 
ing of discussions on the fu- 
ture of Europe before setting 
out their view of an inte- 


grated European defence sys- 
tem, a subject already at the 
centre of French concerns, 
the officials said. 

The summit is to be 
attended by President Fran- 
cois Minerrand, Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur and 
British Prime Minister John 
Major. The French and Brit- 
ish foreign ministers. Alain 
Juppe and Douglas Hurd, 
and defence ministers, Fran- 
cois Leotard and Malcolm 
Rifkind, are also due to be 
present. 

The two sides are expected 
to agree on the creation of a 


joint air planning centre, de- 
scribed by a British source as 
"an embryo headquarters” 
which in case of need could 
call on units from the two 
countries but would not have 
any forces assigned to it. 

The centre would be staf- 
fed by between 10 and 12 
officers and would be situ- 
ated at an air base the where- 
abouts of which has yet to be 
decided. 

"Its task is to know where 
there'are available forces and 
it will have total flexibility in 
using them, once agreement 
at the political level has been 


reached, for bilateral and 
multilateral operations in the 
context of the Western Euro- 
{»an Union or NATO ac- 
tions.” the sources said. 

French Defence Minis^ 
officials said that the initia- 
tive arose from the idea that, 
the two countries could com- 
plement each other's air 
forces, particularly in the 
field of transport. 

Mr. Leotard said recently 
that it was planned to harmo- 
nise the .running of the two 
air forbes, adding that so tar 
only minor steps bad been 
taken. 


Rescuers find child victims of Philippine quake 


CALAPAN, Philippines (R) 
— Filipino rescuers Wednes- 
day found the bodies of three 
more young children killed 
by an earthquake and tidal 
wave as they slept. 

The discovery took the 
death toll from Tuesday's 
quake to at least 65. 

The three, aged between 
three and five,' were found 
150 metres from thei'r 
homes in Baco, a small town 
on the central Philippine is- 
land of Mindoro that tore the 
brunt of the disaster, a senior 
official said. 

Rescuers were still sear- 
ching areas along the east 
coast of Mindoro where 
roads and bridges were des- 
troyed. 

Resident Fidel Ramos, 
who has declared Mindoro a 
calamiqr area, has cut sbon 
his trip to Indonesia for the 
Asia Pacific Economic Coop- 
eration Forum to visit the 
stricken area. 

He is due to return home 
Thursday, one day ahead 
schedule, a government 
statement said. 

As the people of Mindoro 
be^n to buiy their dead, 
senior local official Miguel 
Avelino said thousands of ' 
people displaced by the 
quake urgently needed aid. 

"As of now we need addi- 
donal medicines considering 
the number of wounded,” be 
said, "We need food, medi- 
cines and shelter for the peo- 
ple, also clothing.” 

C^dals said 26 poor vic- 
tims would be buned in a 
mass paupers’ - funeral at the 
Roman Catholic Cemetery 
Thursday in the provind^ 
capital of Calapan. 

The earthquake was ^tbe 
most damaging to strike 'the 
Philippines since July 19%. 



Residaits walk on a road 
which hit Mindoro Island in 


opoi by a stroing earthqiiake 
centz^ Pldqipfaies (AFP photo) 


when nearly 1.6(X) p^ple 
died in the mountainous 
north of Luzon l^and, in- 
cluding more than 370 people 
in the resort of Baguio. 

The Mindoro quake reg- 
istered 7.0 on the Riditer 
Scale. 

Many of chose killed were 
young duldren who drowned 
when their homes were hit by 
a tidal wave udiicfa survivors 
said smashed down on their 
flnn^ wood and palm thatch 


houses. 

Rescue workers said they 
had found some duldteu's 
bodies hanging from trees, 
thrown there by the force of 
the waves. 

Baco was virtually deserted 
the day after the quake as 
survivors trudged towards 
Calapan with a few belong- 
ings. The water had recedra 
but overturned trees, 
smashed houses and dark and 
marked the passage of the 


tidal wave. 

Japanese Professor Yuji 
Murata, who was trapped on 
Mindoro's Mount Halcon 
with two Filipino companions 
by landslide, was rescued 
early Wednesday. 

Murata, a professor at 
Tokyo Node! University, was 
picked up by a militazy heli- 
copter from a tribal settle- 
ment about halfway up the 
2.585-metre (8,479-foot) 
mountain. 

More than 1,300 after- 
shocks followed the quake, 
189 of them strong enou^ to 
rattle the nerves of people 
still in shock, seismologists 
said. The strongest measured 
5.1 on the Riwter Scale. 

Hundreds of people who 
lost their homes or were too 
nervous to stay inside 
crowded into the grounds of 
Calapan's hospital for the 
nig^t. 

Inside the small hospital 
the hallways were crowded 
with injured lying on the 
floor or anywhere where 
there was room. 

"They are in the bo^tal 
hallways because there is no 
more space. The hospital is 
too small,” said provincial 
health officer Dr. Romeo In- 
f^tado. 

The quake on hfindoio. 
about 140 kilometres south of 
Manila, badly damae^vl at 
least 19 bridges, smashed 
roads and knocked out power 
and the water system. 
Officials said a power 


barge that provided electric- 
ity to Calapan had been 


swept up a river by the tidal 
wave after being torn from its 
mornings. 

It may have to be repaired 
before power can start to be 
restored to much of the is- 
land. 


Former New Zealand Labour 


MP sets up new political party 


- .1 


WELLINGTON (R) — In- 
dependent member of Paiiia- 
ment Peter Dunne Wednes- 
day made a play for the 
crowded middle ground of 
New Zealand politics, 
announcing the formation of 
a new party called future 
New Ze^and. 

"Future New Zealand will 
advocate common sense, 
mainstream policies,” he told 
a news conference. 

ITie party stands for lower 
taxes out sees government 
providing social services, he 
said. It supports the main 
structures of the New Zea- 
land economy, which was 
opened and deregulated in 


the 19S0s.' 

Mr. Dunne had signalled 
his intention to form a new 
party ahead of the introduc- 
tion of a- proportional repre- 
sentation-style voting system' 
in New Zealand when he left 
the opposition Labour Party 
in Ctoober. 

He was critical of a new 
Labour policy to raise taxes 
for the wealthy. 

“In the short-term we see 
ourselves as being able to 
corner 10 to 12 per cent of the 
vote and be a viable, signifi- 
cant coalition partner for one 
or other of the major par- 
ties,” Mr. Dunne said in an 
interview. 


Future New Zealand joins 
several other parties position- 
ing themselves in the political 
middle ground ahead of the 
introduction of Mixed Mem- 
ber Proportional (MMP) vot- 
ing, which is expected to pro- 
duce coalition governments. 


New Zealand does not 
have to hold an election until 
the end of 1996, but the 
MMP system that replaces 
the current Westminister- 
styled first past the post sys- 
tem will be in place by mid- 
1995. Commentators expect 
the current National Party 
government to complete its 
term. 




Panel urges Canadian foreign policy shift 


OTTAWA (R) — in a major 
shift in Canadian polii^, a 
parliamentary committee 
said Tuesday Canada must 
aggressively capture new 
markets in Asia and Latin 
America and should not let 
human rights concerns get in 
the way of doing business. 


mended that aid given to 
developing nations be tied to 
trade. 


The panel of legislators 
said Canada should reduce its 
trade dependence on the Un- 
ited States. It also recom- 


The committee reviewing 
Canada's foreign policy in the 
post-cold war era found that 
trade was more important to 
Canadian security than any 
military threat. Its report said 
the armed forces should spe- 
cialise in a peacekeeping 
role. 


Opponents of the Liberal 


gowmmem said the commit- 
tee’s emphasis on trade over, 
human rights was already 
being practised by Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien. 

In foe last 10 days, Mr. 
Chretien has led business 
missions ■ China and Indone- 
sia, countries accused of hu- 
man rightt violations, and 
signed billions of dollars 
worth in contracts, including 
the sale of two nuclear power 
reaaors to China. 


Japan shrine 
attracts fervent 
divorce pleas 






Maryland Democrat wins governorship 


HYATTSVILLE. MD. (AP) 
— Democrat Parris Glenden- 
ing won foe race for Mary- 
land governor by a mere 
3,420 votes after w absentee 
ballots were counted. 

In a stale where Democrats 
outnumber Republicans 2rTO- 
1, Mr. Glendening had proc- 
laimed victDfy the day after- 
foe election, when he led by 
6,187 votes. 

Republican Ellen Saner- 
brey did not concede. She 
had been attempting to be- 
come Maryland's first woman 
^vemor and hs first Rgiab- 
lican governor since Spiro 
lew was elected in 1966. 
Agnew later served as. 
vice president under Richard 
Nixon. 

Baltimore County was foe 
last to count its absentee bal- 
lots, \fe. Sauerbrey reedved 
3,739 absentee ballots there 
to Glendening’s 2,442, 
but it was not enough to put 
her over foe 

The unofficial total vote, 
which win not be certified 
until foe end of tiiis week at 
foe eaiiest, was 703,963 votes 
for Mr. Glendening and' 



700,543 for Ms. Saud'bTejr. 

Ms. Sauerbrey had said 
Monday that she would chal- 
lenge what she said were irre- 
gularities in foe election. 

"It is my purpose to ensure 
foat the pe^le of Maryland 
receive a feiir and accurate 
outcome of this election,” 
said Ms. Sauerbery. 

Until Tuesday's results, 
Maryland had been one of six 
states where election races 
remained undecided as 
absentee ballots are counted 
and vote results are chal- 
lenged. 

In Connecticut, Rep. Sam 
Gejdenson won a four-vote 
victoiy in tiie 2nd Congres- 
sional District, the secretary 
of the state’s office 
announced Tuesday in cer- 
tr^ring the results of a- re- 
count. 

Bat Republican Edward 
W. Munster has promised to 
appeal — either t^ugh tte 
courts or in the Repablican- 
controlled Congress that 
takes over in eaiTy January. 

The original vote count 
had showed Mr. Gejefenson 
leading by two votes, foe 


closest congressional race in 
the country. About 186,0(X) 
votes were cast in the elec- 
tion. 


“There’s another chapter 


m two to be pl^ed out in this 
drama,” said State Republi- 
can Party Chainnan Joan A. 


Mastropietro. 

If the results of the recount 
are held up,” Ms. Gejdenson 
would return to Congress for 
an eighth term. 

Meanwhile, California 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s lead 
grew Monday in her race for 
reelection, but Republi can 

challenger ■ Michael Huffing- 
ton refused to concede 

With more than 667,000 
b&llots rcniflintns to 
be processed, Ms. Feinstein 
bad 3,637,972 votes to Mr 
Buffington’s 3,510,652. 

Mr. Huffington said he ex- 
.pected “a miracle.” The 
Associated Press has already 
declared Ms. Feinstein foe 
^winner. 

Also still hanging in foe 
balanre are the governor’s 
^race in Alaska, and House 
contests in California, New 
York and Oregon. 


TOKYO (R) A shrine 
eastern Japan foat claims 
be foe nation's only one 
accepts prayers from w 
be divorcees is drawin 
hordes of worshippers t 
to widespread publicity. An- 
official at the Kadotaintui- 
Shrine said Wednesday: 
get lots of visitors thanks 
part to the wide press cover- 
age we've been receiving.” 
l%e shrine in Ashikaga, 50 
miles (80 km) north of* 
Tokyo, also known as the 
"tic severing shrine,” is vi- 
sited by scores of people ev- 
day hoping to obtain a 
divorce or break off other 
unwelcome contacts. The 
official said the shrine dates.^ 
back about a century to whqn^>', 
the wives of rich local m«- 
chants wrote prayers asking 
foat their husbands leave'' 
-their lovers and come bade {4 " 
them. Worshippers in Jap^. - 
traditionally write their 
wishes .on a thin piece of. 
wooden board which is then;';. 
■hui]g in the grounds of tfie ! "! 
%rine. A government offid'ql^l 
said Japan's divorce rate hps* • ‘ 
been slowly growing sin^^ 
1990. Latest figures show 





there were close to l9O,0te'-‘ 
divorce in 19^’ — -■ — ' 

previous year. 


divorce in 1993, up aboiK-' 
9,(X)0 from the previous year.*/* 

Man caught after* 

21 years on ^ 
the run 
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TOKYO (AFP) — A 
Japanese man charged 
fraud has been caught ■by-i 
police after 21 years on tii-: 
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run on Fukuoka Island in the .jui 




south of the country, the daki riftf..- w 
ly Matnichi reported _j 
Wednesday. KatsuihC ' 

m C* ■ • ^ 


a nocei in ine town. First. ■ , '*1. 
charged in March 1973, Mr- '^»1 SLav. 
Miyuzaki disappeared thc.fiiiin,,p’\li.\i 


Strictly 
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Genind Pedro de Morals Neto (r^t) the head mffitary dd^tion. General Engenio Ngolo in 
of the A Ionian goYemmentai military ddega- Lusaka (AFP photo) 
tioifsliafces hands with the head d* the UNTTA 

-f" 

i^gola truce raises peace hopes 


LUSaUCA (AFP) — Angolan 
troops, and UNTTA rebels ' 
Wedeesday fought their way • 
up tea sdiedoled truce which 
has ;rekindled diminishing 
hopes for peace after almost 
twordeca^ of one of the 
world's most bitter civil war. 

Government troops recap- 
tured Tando-Zinze in the 
northwest of Angola's oil- 
rid^ Cabinda endave, the loc- 
al liiilitaiy spokesman said 
hours before the truoe was to 
take-effect at 8:(X) p.m. (2000 
GMI). 

Bhgadier Manuel Paiva 

f av^'no full casualty figures 
ut ?^d two dvilians had 
been- killed in 48 hours of 


fighting. A miiitaty source 
earlier said that a “large 
number” of regtQar army sol- 
diers had been killed and that 
civilians were fleeing the 
town for neighbouring vil- 
lages. 

The Nadonai Union for the 
Total Independence of Ango- 
la (UNTTA) took Tando- 
Znze earlier Wednesday in 
retaliation for the capture of 
Chimbuandi in the southwest 
of Cabinda at the beginning 
of November, the source 
said. 

Cabinda, where armed 
separeatists are also active, 
lies to the north of Angola 
proper and came under 



Aw^an soldiers and a young boy maimed dming the war, 
tallrifcp together at an orthopMdk centre for disabM soldiers 
in Loanda (aI^ photo) 


Luanda's junsdiedon is 1975 
on independence from Por- 
tugal as the conflict began. 

In Luanda, the general 
Staff declared that it had 
ordered ail Angolan army un- 
its to stop fighting from 8:00 
p.m. and ssud it had given 
“precise instructions" to 
troops currently engaged in 
combat. 

The official statement 
signed by Chief of Staff 
Genera] Joao de Matos did 
not spell out what these in- 
structions were. 

Rival military delegations 
agreed to the truce late Tues- 
day in the Zambian capital 
Lusaka, after a year of hag- 
gling and stonewalling in 
negotiadons while the con- 
flia killed tens of thousands 
of Angolans. 

Both sides had “expressed 
firm and profound willing- 
ness" to put to an end to the 
fighting,” U.N. chief 
mediator Alaioune Blondin 
^ye said before the deal was 
announced. 

The patchy road to a 
second raance for peace be- 
gan on Nov. IS last year, 
exaedy a year before the 
truce, after UNTTA took up 
arms again after losing 
Septemlrer 1992 elections 
held under a previous accord 
of May 1991. 

The tnice » .due fd hold. i 
u^r Nqv; -.:de^me.' 

for the start of a perr^ent 
ceasefire two days after UN- 
ITA chief Jonas Savhnbi and 
Preadent Jose Eduardo Dos 
Samos are expected to sign a 
peace protocol Sunday. 

“This is an important occa- 
sion for all our people who 
have suffered a lot... We in 
UNTTA have said throughout 
the peace negodadons here 
that we are committed to 
peace," said UNTTA delega- 
don <±ief General Eugenio 
Manuvakola. 

U.N. Angola Verification 
Mission (UNAVEM) chief 
militaty observer General 
Chris Ganiba, who co-signed 
the agreement between UN- 
ITA and the government, 
spoke of a “significant miles- 


U^aine parliament ratifies NPT 

• ® 


KIE^l(AFP) — The Ukrai- 
nian "p^ament Wednesday 
rati^d the nuclear Non- 
Frol^eradon Treaty (NI^ 
but attached oondidons in- 
clud^g the signing of an in- 
tern^onal accord guaran- 
teeii^' Ukrainian security. 

President Leonid Kuchma 
told ^liament diat a Bridsh- 
Russian-U.S. memorandum 
guaranteeing Ukraine's 
security would be signed 
Oec.’;:i-6 at the Conference 
on Security and Cooperadon 
n Europe to be held in 
>>'".<)kpest. 

A*^ Western diplomat in 
Moscow confirmed that such 
in ;a£cord was being pie- 

oared: 

u 


France has also agreed to 
offer a separate security 
guarantee t o Uk raine once it 
radfies the NPT, said E>epaty 
Foreign Minister Boris 
Tarasyuk. 

The ps^ament also laid 
the condition that nuclear 
materials remain the proper- 
ty of Ukraine, but with the 
proviso that they could be 
used only for peaceful pur- 
poses. 

The third was chat econo- 
mic or military pressure from 
a nuclear-state would be oon- 
.sidered an exceptional dr- 
cumstances allowing Ukraine 
CO re-examine its position on 

the NPT. 

In a first vote, the parlia- 


ment Voted in prindple to 
ratify the NPT, by 2W hm 
favour to 10 against. 

Tbe second vote, confirm- 
ing the conditions, was even 
more overwhelming, with 301 
in favour, eight against. 

Russia, tbe United States 
and other Western poirais 
have repeatedly press^ Kiev 
to ratify the treaty which was 
laumA^ in 1970 and is due 
to be r enew ed in 1995. 

The NPT commits nudear 
powers not to help non- 
nuclear states develop atomic 
weapons and tbe non-nuclear 
states not to develop such 
arms. It also forbids conver- 
sion of nuclear technology 
from dvilian to military uses. 


■ 

Shutto attacks opposition leader 


SLAk^AD (R) — Pakis- 
ani^Prime Keister Benazir 
Jhotto Wednesday accused 
ippDsition leader Nawaz 
Iharitof seeking to paralyse 
larlinhient through violence 
nd'Said his business empire 
ad>t^n acquired illegally. 

tried to paralyse the 
tieecs, the trains, the trans- 
ort, and when he faDed he 
irned his fascist focus on the 
can of democracy," Ms. 
:hutto told reporters at par- 
ament. 

• 

"And be unveiled a plan to 
aralyse the parliament 
.irotr^ open, violent thug- 
eiy,"‘'she said, referring to 
he -mayhem which marred 
fohday’s annual opening of 
«rlhmient when opposition 
tepirt« cried to shout down 
’resident Farooq Leghari 
uid fb&ght with members of 
^Bhutto's Pakistan Peo> 
3»e*s Party (PPP). 


TTie deputy leader of Mr. 
Sharif s Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) in turn ac- 
cused the government of fas- 
cist behaviour in keeping 
several PML deputies behind 
bars for the past ei^t weeks. 

“No agenda will be discus- 
sed until our imprisoned 
tnemben are, here,” Gohar 
Ayub told the lower hoi^ 
Wednesday. 

Relations between the Ppp 
and PML have grown In- 
creasingly venomous since 
Mr. Sharif iaundi^ a cam- 
paign in August to oust Nb. 
Bhutto, who took power af- 
ter elections in October 1993. 

Ms, Bbuto said there was 
no question of freeing on 
health grounds Mr. Sbarifs 
father Mohammad Sharif, 75, 
who was taken to hospital 
with heart problems Tues- 
day, two days after his arrest 
on charges of fraud, fofgery 


and impeisonation. 

“It's the government's duty 
to take to task those who 
have been involved in ^ 
fraud, this forgery." she ^ 
dared. 

Ms. Bhutto said Mr. Shar- 
iTs drive to topple her was 
really aimed at safeguarding 
bis family's business empire, 
based on Itteiaq Founenies, 
which she said bad been ilK- 
dtly given to Mr. Sharif by 
former military ruler Generu 
Zia-Ul-Haq, under mar^ 
law. 

“Ittefaq foundries does not . 
belong to him, it belongs to 
the Slate," Ms. Bhutto said. ■ 
“It was given to him fra- 
duulenciy, through coercive i 
power, not through any con- , 
stititional power.^ 

Ms. Bhutto's father, Zolfi- 
kar All Bhutto; nationalised 
Itteiaq Foundries when he 
was prime minister in the 
early 1970s. i 



Bosnian Serbs close in on Bihac town 


SARAJEVO (R) — U.N. 
peacekeepers said Wednes- 
day Bosnian Serb forces were 
closing in on the Muslim 
town of Bihac as the Muslim- 
led Bosnian army struggled 
to halt the Serb advance. 

U.S. offidais said NATO 
was considering a ban on 
heavy weapons in the area to 
protect dvilisans threatend 
by the Serb onslaught in 
northwest Bosnia. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) was steadily advanc- 
ing from the east and south- 
east towards Bihac town as 
fighting raged on high ground 
above the town, a U-N. 
spokesman in Zagreb said. 

U.N. peacekeepers in the 
area reported Tuesday heavy 
artillery fire southeast of 
Bihac and that the Serbs were 
gaining territory from the 
south at a pace of one 
kilometre a day. 

“The BIH (Bosnian ^v- 
emment army) is holding iso- 
lated pockets but that is cons- 
idered normal in the case of a 
rapid advance, U.N. spokes- 
man Colonel Tim Spicer told 
Reuters. “Their resistance is 
not considered militarily sig- 
nificant." 

Col. Spicer said it was still 
unclear who held the high 
ground east of town, known 
as Grabez Plateau. 

BAS Chief of Staff Gener- 
al Manojlo Milovaniovic, 
commander of the Bihac op- 
erations, said bis men were in 


control of the Grabez and 
Grmusa Plateaux ^ were 
only four to five kilometres 
from Bihac, the Bosnian Serb 
News Agency (SRNA) said. 

The Muslim 5th Co^ 
took the Serbs by surprise 
two weeks' ago when it laun- 
ched an attack that captured 
250 square kilometres of 
tcrritoiy. The better armed 
Serbs, who control 70 per 

cent of Bosnia after 31 
months of war, have since 
recovered much of the lost 
ground. 

NATO is considering 

establishing a heavy 
weapons-exclusion zone 
around Bihac town, which is 
a U.N. -declared “s^e area.” 
Che U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment said Tuesday. 

U.S. official said privately 
the United States had raised ■ 
the issue and tiiat the allies, 
at a meeting Tuesday of 
NATO ambassadors in Brus- 
sels, agreed to look into the 
proposal. 

An exclusion zone would 
allow the use of allied air 
power to prevent Serb forces 
from overrunning Bihac. 

But U.S. officials express- 
ed pessimism about the pros- 
pects of getting Bihac town 
declared a no-weapons zone, 
saying European nations 
were likely to object that - 
ground troops and not just air 
power would be needed. 

Fighting gripped Bosnia 
elsewhere with heavy shelling 


reported Tuesday in the Mus- 
lim towns of Ttirla and Kla- 
danj. Several artillery or 
mortar shells bit Ttizlalk 
town in northern Bosnia 
Tuesday, killing at least one 
civilian. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic called the battle 
for Bmac a “real drama." 

“We will see who is gomg 
to come out as tbe winner. If 
we manage to resist, the 
Serbs will never try anj^ing 
similar again,” be was quoted 
by Sarajevo Radio as saying. 

The United Nations said 
Serbs from the breakaway 
Krajina region of nei^bour- 
ing Croatia were shelling the 
Muslims in support of their 
fellow Serbs in Bosnia, but 
there was no sign that Kra- 
jifia ground troops had en- 
tered Bosnia. 

U.S. Ambassador to 
Croatia Peter Galbraith said 
his government was “very 
concerned about the situation 
in Bihac’' and especially ab- 
out tbe rote of Krajina oerbs 
in tbe fighting. 

“Bihac is a U.N. safe area 
and any effort that has as its 
goal the seizure of Bihac 
town or taking tbe Bihac 
pocket would have enormous 
humanitarian consequences 
and very, vezy serious politic- 
al and military consequ- 
ences,” he said. 

The enoy of rebel Muslims 
into the zone to fight along- 
side the Serbs was bound to 


confuse matters even more. 

A large force of Muslim 
rebels was being equipped by 
their leader Fikret Abdic, 
ousted from Che enclave three 
months ago with some 30,000 
followers, to join in the Serb 
onslaui^t on Bihac. the Un- 
ited Nations said. 

‘'Our estimate s that Mr. 
Abdic is pr^eotly mobilising 
a force of at least 5,000 from 
refugee camps,” U.N. 
spokesman Midiael Wiliams 
told a news conference. 

The U.N. said a humanita- 
rian crisis threatened 
thousands of dvilians in tbe 
Bihac pocket because of a 
months-old Serb blockade. 
Basic supplies are so scarce in 
Bihac that the sick and in- 
jured must provide their own 
fuel if they want to be driven 
to horoit^, a U.N. aid offi- 
dal sard. 

Later Wednesday, United 
Nations commanders asked 
NATO jets to fly over tbe 
northwest Bosnian endave of 
Bihac afzcT a converted 
surface-to-air missile landed 
near Bandadeshi peacekeep- 
ers Wednesday, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

“One or two SA-2s im- 
pacted SOO-1000 metres from 
the Bangladeshi camp near 
Caria," said Major Herve 
Gourmelon, “and the Bihac 
U.N. Headquarters re- 
quested a NATO air pre- 
sence. For the moment it is 
quiet there again.'' 


France Wednesday agam 
slammed the U.S. decision to 
end enforcement of a U.N- 
imposed arms embargo on 
Bosnia as a “worrying” 
velopmcnt that had broken 
tbe great powers' consensus 
on ibe issue. 

French Presideni Francois 
Mitterrand told a cabinet 
meeting Wednesday that 
Washington’s decision last 
Friday was “a unilateral 

move.” 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur told the cabinet he 
was “worried" that the U-S- 
move could put French sol- 
diers at risk. 

France currently supplies 
the largest contingent of 
U.N. forces serving in the 
former Yugoslavia — 4,534 
troops, including 3,055 serv- 
ing in Bosnia — and has has 
already threatened to. pull its 
troops out of the region if the 
arms embargo is weakened 
any farther. 

Presidential spokesman 
Jean Musitel/i said Mr. Mit- 
terrand told the cabinet 
meeting he was astonished at 
the unilateral nature of the 
U.S. action and “bad ques- 
tioned the serious con^u- 
ences of such a decision.'’ 

Government spokesman 
Nicolas Sarkozy said Foreign 
Minister Alain Ju|^ reiter- 
ated the “great concern" the 
French govemmentfelt at the 
new U.S. ptriicy. 


Communists take early 
lead in Nepal elections 

• m 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
An opposition Ctemmunist 
Party took an early lead over 
tbe ruling Nepali Congress 
(NQ Wednesday, as the first 
results of parliamentaiy elec- 
tions in this remote mountain 
kingdom trickled in. 

The Nepal-Communist 
Party-United Marxist and 
Leninist (NCP-UML) won 10 
of the 16 seats declared so far 
out of 205 in parliament, and 
was reportedly leading in 35 
other constituencies. 

In the capital the opposi- 
tion party had taken six of the 
seven seats up for grabs and 
looked set for a clean sweep. 

otlvec-deciared seats 
rtwiwem td-anatber Com- 


munist faction, three to the 
rightist Rasdiya Prajatantra 
Ps^ (RPP) and one to the 
NC, the Election Commis- 
sion said. 

The NC was leading in 11 
constituencies and tbe RPP in 
10 . 

As predicted by analysts, 
the NCP-UML was comfort- 
ably ahead in the Kathmandu 
Valley area — whidi indudes 
Kathmandu, Paean and 
Bhaktapur — where 136 
candidates contested 12 
seats.' 

In Kathmandu, NCP-UML 
Chairman Man Mohan Adhi- 
. kari, who contested from two 
^eonstituendes, has already 
won a seat. ' *' 


Balladur proposes shorter presidential term 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Afinzster Edouard Balladur 
proposed constitutional re- 
tonns Wednesday including a 
shorter presidential term and 
wider use of referendum. 

“We need a more demo- 
cratic state” Mr. Balladur 
wrote m an article in the 
French daily Le Monde. Mr. 
Balladur is expected to be a 
candidate for the 1995 elec- 
tion to succeed President 
Francois Mitterrand. 

Mr. Balladur wrote that 
the seven-year presidential 
tenn should either be made 
non-renewable or cut to five 
years. Mr. Mitterrand, 
approaching tbe end of his 
second term, made a j^ilar.v 
proposal before be can^ za- 
power in- 1981. 


The reform “would allow 
the petite to referee more 
frequently on the great 
national questions," Mr. Bal- 
laduT wrote. 

The premier also said the 
use of referendmnS| a pres- 
idential prerogative, should 
be extended, perhaps by let- 
ting the minority in parlia- 
ment request a popular vote 
once a year. 

Mr. Balladur also said 
citizens should have more ac- 
cess to a constitutional watdi- 
dog and that links between 
tbe government and parlia- 
ment should be made more 
flerible, perhaps by limiting 
procedures allowing tire gov- 
. emmentto push btfis Arougfa, 
j>ariiainent. 

• •'Meanwhile -fonner Presi-^ 


dent Valery. Giscard d'Es- 
taing Wednesday criticBed 
squabbling by leaders on the 
French right over tiie 1995 
presidential election and said 
he would decide only in 
Febroary whether to run him- 
self. 

"I think tbe (ruling) major- 
ity win win the preadential 
election, but certainly not in 
tbe way its leaders are setting 
atottt it at the moment," be 
said in a radio interview. 

. Paris Mayor Jacques Chir- 
ac and Prime NGnister Balla- 
dur, both from tte right-wing 
GaoUist party, are locked in 
Wtter rivalry to be the main 
conservative candidate to 
succeed - Socialist Presideat 
Francois Mitterrand in May 
1995. 
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To Embassies , Intematioiia] , Natmnal Organizatioiis & Universities. 

* 

Newly built , fuDy serviced & famished unique residential building 
featuring outstandiii^ ardntectnral design & panoramic view. 




Location : 


AL RASHEED Housing Area - near the Jordan Univershy. 


Brief on the building 


28 famished apartments , 

could be rented or sold furnished or un-fundshed . 


Sen^ices available 


For More Mormafion 


Reception area + 3 spadons open areas conld be used as a fibrazy , GymbaQ , 
restanrant , etc. • 2 lifts • Centrd Antexma & V^eo, • Oosed Orcirit TV. 
Satdlite Dish (ART, ARABSA*^ • FSre & SnKoldng Alaiin systons. 

Central Heating. • Water Reservoir. • Green areas and Cfa9A«n play court 
Pnb!k batiiroonis in the reception area. • !Lannd^ room. 

Faridng. • Storage area. • 
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Unity above politics 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s speech to 
the nation Tuesday was not only a 
genuine historical account of Jordanian 
politics on the conflict with Israel^^ but 
also an eye opener on the new era of 
peace in the country and the region as 
well as its implications. The thrust of the 
Royal message to Jordanians and others 
was that the country and people have 
made a choice in favour of peace with its 
neighbour Israel in a most democratic 
way. The m^ority of the people, the 
monarch noted, have spoken in no uncer- 
tain terms that hencdorth they would 
like to live in peace with all our neigh- 
bours. *^It is imperative that the minority 
opposition respects and observes the 
opinion of the m^ority except within 
what is prescribed by &e Constitution, 
the laws and the (national) Charts',” the 
King said, cautioning Jordanians who 
had reservations about the terms of the 
accord in part or in whole or rejected the 
idea of peace with Israel alU^ether. 

It Is fair to note at this juncture that we 
cannot dump ail opposition forces 
altogether since some of them oppose the 
accord :sa a matter of principle while 
others accept the accord in principle but 
find ^me elements in It wmting. The 
diaif^e with the latter group Is and 
should be continuing while the 
framework for dealing with the ideologies 
should be defined in a way that would 
indeed exclude the language of ‘‘InteDec- 
tual terrorism,” from b^lg used in it. 

In this regard, we folly agree that ‘‘the 
pulpits of God” should not serve as 
“places for irresponsible expression In 
the name of Islam, which is innocent of 
all terrorism, oppression and the charges 
of infidelity and belittlement.” 

Thus, the stage can be set for the 
“great historic changes,” within the 
country and the r^on as a whole to take 
place. To face those changes, though} 
Jordanians should join hands in unity, 
vision and hard work. The majority 
should extend its hands once again to the 
minority and call on them to join in the 
collective effort to move forward rather 
than backward. We all have a new 
beginning to grapple with and much to 
tackle in the days ahead. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


KH.MRI MANSOUR a writer for A1 Dixstonr bitterly 
criticised the United States and Britain for adamantly 
opposing the lifting of the U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 
Maintaining the embargo despite Iraq's recognition of 
Kuwait is unjustified at all and indicates that London and 
Washington must have other reasons behind their present 
stand, said the writer. The two Western powers which 
continue to brag about human rights aie themselves 
violating these rights by starving the Iraqi people who% 
only fault is that they are living in their own country around 
the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers, said the writer- .By 
recognising Kuw’ait. Iraq has remov^ all obstacles in the 
way of the lifting of the sanctions which embarrassed the 
U.S. and British who have been adamant in their positions 
against Baghdad over the past four years, continued the 
writer. "What would be the position of the Arab states 
which maintain their embargo on Iraq now that Baghdad 
has complied with all the requirements of the international 
legitimacy?" asked the writer. He said the Iraqis are facing 
untold sufferings and are awaiting salvation. 

• 

MAHMOUD RIM.AWI a columnist for Al Ra'i' daily 
discussed Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's visit to the 
United States in the wake of the congressional elections 
which came out in favour of the Republican party. Rabin is 
going to the U.S. to find out the extern of the effects of the 
elections results on the reported postponement of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher's Middle East tour, 
said the writer. Rabin seems to be concerned over any 
delay in U.S. mediation efforts aimed at securing peace 
with Syria and is out to sound the U.S. administration's out 
on its next moves, he added. Furthermore, the Israeli 
premier is in Washington in order to find out the impacVf&f 
the %iews of the new sei-up in Congress on future American 
financial aid to the Jewish state, said the writer. The writer, 
said that Rabin lost no time in pursuing questions of vital 
importance to Isi~ ’, and through Israel's many friends in 
the United States he is bound to secure continued 
American assistance to the Jewish state. 


Islam between a rock and a hard place 


ONE CANNOT but feel sony for Islam today. Not that the 
religion itself is in any more serious danger than it has ever 
been, or that its pure essence has been, or will ever be, 
significantly affected by any negative influence, be it 
external or internal. No. Deepdown, Islam is as valid, 
alive, attractive and powerful as it has been since the days 
of the Prophet Mohammad. Tt is ^e, of course, that since 
its birth in Mecca some 14 centuries ago, it has had its ups 
and downs, its flow and ebb and its best and worst times. It 
is also true that during many of its inauspicious days, it has 
sustained some bruises and injuries. But it has always 
survived, recuperated, risen, asserted itself and endured 
more forecefully than ever. Ultimately, the bruises and 
injuries are superficial; the core always remains intact. 

However, surfoce braises and injuries can be both 
extremely uncomfortable and upsetting. At this particular 
moment in history, in which Islam is passing through one of 
its most difficult stages, it is at the receiving end of many 
vidous influences, from both the outside and the inside, 
from its critics and foes as well as. ironically and sadly, its 
proponents and supporters. The most disturbing thing that 
is happening to Islam these days (or to its image, to be 
more accurate) is the distortion and and misrepresentation 
of it, both deliberate and unintentional. 

Externally, the distortion is worldwide; but it is most 
vigorously and visibly seen in the Oeddent. Today, the 
West is more powerful and dynamic — politically, econo- 
mically, militarily, sodally and culturally — than most 
other countries in the world. Its image of and position 
towards Islam and the Islamic World will most likely Im 
more delicate and consequential than those of less dynamic 
and less powerful countries. Much of the West's vision and 
many of its foreign-relation schemes and acts vi^-vis 
Islamic countries stem directly from its conception of 
Islamic culture and sodety, a conception which has b^n 
lar^ly impressionistic, superficial, distortive and reductive 
— i.e., a misconception. 

Several noted scholars have studied the matter at length, 
and the evidence and the facts about the distortion and 
misrepresentation of Islam in the West are well-known. 
Distinguished writers like Abbas Mahmoud Al Akkad and 
Edward Said have argued the case a^inst “Orientalism” 
very eloquently and persuasively, pointing out in meticu- 
lous detail the images, modes of thinking, assumptions, 
methods, strategies and theories. Western Orientalists 
employ (consciously as well as inadvertently) to fix, 
control, oppress, efface, reduce and negate Islam and the 
East. As an Americanist, I am extremely fond of Jonathan 
Edwards. His philosophical essays and sennons (including 
his eternal masterpiece, “Sinneis in the Hands off an 
Angry God) are exemplary in their depth of vision, 
intellectual excellence and beauty of expression. The other 
day. however, I was going over an essay he wrote on the 
Prophet Mohammad. 1 was both shocked and appalled. His 
argument is pathetically superficial, the expression is 
hopelessly prosaic, the assumptions are irrecoverably 
misguided and nonsensical; the essay is nothing but a 
boring amalgam of stereotypical images and dich& — no 

facts, no analysis, no depth. 

• 

Not much has changed since the days of Edwards and 
earlier days. Most Ocodential studies of Islam and Islamic 
societies, most press reports and features, most T. V. series, 
most movies are still far from acceptable. The image of the 
blacks (in fiction, on T.V., in Hollywood) has improved 
remarkably; and so has the image of Hispano, and even the 
Oriental. But that of the Arab or the Muslim has not much 
char^ged. The most recent example is.w^^old Schwarzeneg- 
ger's^True Lies, which American-i^b Ariti-Discrimina- 
tion Committee (ADC) has come out strongly against both 
in the USA and abroad through its regional offices. There 


is no end to defamation and distortion. 

This is not to discount some of the brighter aspects _of the 
picture and some of the positive steps and trends wrhich we 
have seen, and still sec, emerge. The appointment of a 
Muslim Imam in the U.S. military establishment a year or 
so aao, the U.S. president's congratulatory message to 
Muslims on the occasion of the Eid this past y^r, the 
statement by the U.S. Secretary of State for Near MStero 
and South Asian siffairs to the U.S. Congress on May 13, 
1993 that “Islam, one of the greatest world religions, is not 
our enemy.” and President Clinton’s declaration, we 
respect Islam,” in his eloquent speech deliver^ ^ the 
Jordanian Parliament a couple of weeks ago are significant 
developments. They are a few examples (in one s}^ere and 
in one Western country) of the many others that are 
happening in Europe and America in many arenas and 
spheres, and in many countries. We greatly welcome such 
positive gestures and we would like to see them reflected at 
the level of deeds, acknowledging at the same rime that 
much still needs to be rectified and corrected. 

causes of Western distortion and misrepresentation 
of Islam are as varied as the motives behind them: some 
distort and misrepr^nt because they simply do not know 
any better (out of ignorance or naivet6e), some because 
they are reckless and irresponsible, some because they 
think they are cute, some b^use they produce mediocre 
and cheap texts and scripts, some because they are blindly 
ultra-nationalist, some because they are outrightly racist, 
and some for malicious intents and purposes. 

But some distort and misrepresent (and we should not 
forget this) because they see Islam distorted and misrepre- 
sented in its own home and at the hands of its own 
proponents and supporters. 

Which brings me to the second (and even more unset- 
tling) level of distortion, the inner. Quite simply, we in the 
Arab/Isiamic World do not live up to the true image of 
Islam. In fact, in all honesty I think we have failed Islam 
miserably. By “we,” I do not mean each and every person 
of us, for there are always exceptions. 

The way I see it, people in the Arab/Isl^c World 
(excluding of course those who hold other foiths) can be 
divided into four groups. The first (let's call it A) refers to 
those who know the religipn very well and who apply it 
constantly in their everyday life. They say what they mean 
and mean what they say. These people are at peace with 
themselves and with the world; they are amiable, kind, 
reasonable, open-minded, efficient, attractive and impress- 
ive. They are strong believers and quite uncompromising 
when it comes to the essentials of their faith. But they are 
tolerant and humane. At best their number may amount 10 
to per cent. 

The second group comprises those who have potiridsed 
Islam. These are political parties of sorts. They know Islam 
better ±an the average Muslim and they use it to serve 
their own purposes. Individuals who belong to this group 
(let’s call it B) are not all alike. Some are more extreme 
than others and more radical, depending on the political 
circumstances around them. In my opinion, their number 
does not exceed 10 per cent, even though they can be quite 
influential at times and have followers who cake them to be 
religious (as oppe^ to political) leaders. N^ny of these 
individuals are quite outsfxrken and daring. Their popular- 
ity rises and depending on a variety of poUtical. 
economic and sodal fketors. They thrive most, it seems, 
during times jQf,hardship,:and<unj;est. . . -l 

. The tfaiicd grb.tip (C) is. alu ,i,raipqirity., Jhesc.qre Arabs 
and Muslims who follow secular ideologies mainly im- 
ported from oii^'de the ArabjTsfamic'Worid. They consti- 
tuted a power, it seems in the fifties and sixties of this 


century. Generally, they (fo not value Islam, Some of there 
are quite hostile towards it. some are cynical about it. and 
some trivialise it. Most of them do not think that it works. 
This group, whose number do^ not exceed 10 per cent, has 
significantly weakened recently. Generally, they know 
about Islam what they need to criticise and attack. 

The rest, the major bulk, constitute group D. These are 
the common, average Mudims. On the whole, they do not 
know their religion well; what they know they know on the 
basis of hearsay and casual exposure (i.e. reading, lectures, 
talk shows, etc.). On the whole also, they are not constant 
practitioners: Many go to the mosque on Friday, many do 
not; many perform die daily prajfcrs. many do not; many 
apply the values of religion once in a while, many do not. 
They are middle-of-the-road people. Deepdown, they tike 
Islam and think of themselves as Muslims. At the level of 
belief, they consider themselves faithful; at the level of 
practice they admit they are lax. These arc not necessarily 
the uneducated. Far from it, for many of them hold 
univerg'ty degrees and important jobs: university students, 
teachers, driveis, housewives, etc. As in the other groups, 
persons belonging to this group are not ail alike. they 
have in common, however, is their humble knovfledge of 
reli^on and their flexible sense of morality. They can be 
easily swayed at the level of word (i.e. they often say what 
they do not mean and mean what they do not say) and the 
levd of deed (i.e. they often do what they say they should 
not do and do not do what they say they should do), but not 
at the level of faith. Many of them say . “I am a Muslim, bnt 
not a good Muslim” (i.e. unpracticising). 

Inside the Arab/lslamic World, the problem lies with D, 
not with B or C, for B anc C have existed since the time of 
the Prophet Mohammad. D is responsible because of the 
tenupuness. and weakness of its position. 

First of all, it allows itself to be used and manipulated by 
B and C. Secondly, because of its blandness, carefree and 
complacent attitude, it leaves ample space for B and C to 
flourish and propser. TTiirdly, because D is unassertivcil^ 
unexpressive and therefore invisible, those who itiew the 
AraMslamic World from the outside will recognise only 
what B says and does or what C says and does — hence 
some of the erroneous, faulty, fragmented and incomplete 
images of Islam abroad. D is hardly visible to people from 
inside the Islamic World; how can it be seen from the 
outside? 

The solution lies with D. It is time for people belonging 
to it to take themselves seriously , educate themselves about 
their religion and take a stand. D must be turned into A. 
The educational institutions' the family, the school and the 
university bear a responsibility here. A lot of people incur 
part of the world think religion is either too difficult to 
understand or too unattractive to study, this is a mistake 
because a great deal of what we do and do not do depends 
on our knowledge and practice of it. Our educational 
institutions need to change the attitude of students towards 
religion. It is an important subject, attractive, rewarding 
and sophisticated. The error we have made is that just as 
we have left medicine for the doctor to specialise in and 
practice we left Shari’a (Islamic studies) for the Shari'a 
specialist, with the crucial difference, of course, that 
medicine in our sodety sought by the most competitive and 
qualified students, while Shari'a is sought by the less 
competitive and qualified. This is a fault in our educational 
system we have to rectify. Everyone should know and study 
Islam. Otherwise we will be at the mercy of others and will 
fall prey to our i^q^ce, complacency and aloofress. 

And perhaps if wp^di^fo^nd misrepresent less ourselv^ 
putan end to distortioMnd misrepresentation of Islam 
in our sodety. others will distort less and misrepresent less. 
Charity begins at home. 


I 


By Debwah Tannen 


WASHINGTON — I pnt 
the questkm to a jounuuist 
who bad written a vitriolic 
attack on a lea£ng feminist 
leseaxdien “Why do you 
need to make otbisis wrong 
for yoir to be ri^t?” 

Her TcspoDse: *Tf s an 
argument r* 

That is the problem. 

More and more these 
days, journalists, politi- 
dans and academics treat 
public disoomse as an argu- 
ment — not in die sense of 
malting an aiguxi^t, but in 
the sense of having one, of 
having a fi^t. 

When pe^e have aigOr 
menls in pr^te life, taey 
are not trying to under- 
stand what the other per- 
son is swing. They ase 
listenh^ m weakness in 
lo^ to le^ on, pdnts, 
they can to make 

die other look bad. We all 
do this when we are angry, 
but s it t^ best modd for 
public inteUectnal inter- 
efaan^? 

This breakdown of the 
bound^ between public 
and private is oontrionting 
to what I have come to 
think of as a cultuFe of 
critique. 

Fi^ts have winners and 
losers. If you are fi^iting to 
win, the temptation is great 
to deny facts that sujqiort 
your opponent's views mid 
present only those facts 
that support yOur own. 

At worst, there is a temp- 
tation to lie. We accept dm 
st 3 fle of axgning b^nse we 
believe we can teO when 
someone is lying. Bnt we 
cant. 

Paul Ekman, a psydio- 
logi^ at the University of 
California at San FrandS- 
co, has fbimd that even 
when people are very sure 
they can tell vriielher ornot 
someone is dissembling, 
tbeir judgments are as Kke- 
ly as not to be wrong. 

If public discourse is a 
fight, every issue must have 
two sides — do more, no 
less. And it is crudal to 
show “the other side,” 
even if one has to soour the 
nmxgms of sdence or the 
fringes of lunacy to find it. 
The culture of critique is 
based on the beKet that 
opposidem leads to truth. 

And because people are 
presamed to enjoy watch- 
ing a fight, the most ex- 
treme views are presented. 


A destructive culture of critique 





since they make the best 
show. But it is a myth that 
oppoation leads to truth 
wrien truth does not reside 
on one side or the other but 
is rather a crystal of man y 


jBecanse the culture of 
critique encourages people 
to attack and often inisFqj- 
lesent others, chose others 
must waste time and 
creativity coirecting die 
nusTepresentations and de- 
fending themselves. Se- 
rious solars have bad to 
qiCTd years of their lives 
writing books proving that 
tile Holocaust htqq>aied, 
beccanse a few fanatics 
who claim it didn't have 
been given a public forum. 

Those who provide the 
platform know that these 
pec^e say is, simply put, 
not true, out rationalise the 
disseinination of lies as 
showiog “the other side.” 
The determination to find 
another side spread dis- 

information. 

The calture of critique 


has given rise to the journa- 
listic practice of confront- 
ing {nominent people with 
criticism couched as otims' 
riews. Meanwhile, the in- 
terviewer has p lants an 
accusation in readers’ or 
viewers’ minds. The theory 
seems to be that when pro- 
voked, people are rooired 
to eic^uence ana seif- 
revelation. Perhaps some 
are. But. others are unable 
to say what they know b^ 
cause diey are hurt, and 
begfo to sputter when their 
sense of fairness is out- 
raged.^ In those cases, 
opposition is not the path 
to truth. 

When people in power 
know that vrtiat they say 
will be semtiuised for 
weaknesses and probabh' 
distorted, they became 
more gumded. Public fi- 
gures who once gave long, 
free-wheeling press confer- 
ence now limit themselves 
to leadSng brief sta te ments. 

When less infonnatiOD 


gets_ communicared, 
opposition does not lead to 
troth. 

Opposition also limits in- 
formation when only those 
who are adept at verbal 
sparring take part in public 
tescourse; and those who 
cannot hanc&e h, or do not 
tike it, decline to partici- 
pate. 


This winnowing ^ 

is evident in graduate 
schools, where many 
talented students drop out 
because what they ex- 
pected to be a community 
Of intellectual inquiry 
turned out to be a ritual 
game of attack and coun- 
terattack. 

Zq many university das- 
srooms, ‘^aitical thinking” 
means reading someone’s 
life work, then ripping 'it to 
riireds. Though critique is 

one form of critical 
thinking, so are integrating 
ideas fitom disparate fields 
and examining the context 
out of whidh tiiey grew. 


Opposition does not lead 
to truth when we ask only 
“whafs wrong with this 
argument?” and never 
|*wtot cm we use from this 
m bmlding- a new theory 
and a new understanding?’* 

ona tdevision talk, show 
wim a representative of the 
n^’s movement. I didn’t 
foresM any problem, since 
mere is nothing in my work 
that IS ana-male. But in the 
room where guests gather 
before the show I ftSid a 

mrawemgashirtandtie 

and a floor-length skirt 
vnth w^-togth red bair! 
He politely introduced 
an/ told me 
hked my book. . 

pen he addedi “When I 
^out there. I’m going to 
Mtack you. But do^ttelre 
It persqnaUy, That’s 

^ to do.” 

. show began I 

only a semei^„ 
two before this man near” 


jumped out of hk di 
Aiew his arms before I 
in gestures of anger 
began shrieking — 
attacking me, but . 
moving on to rail agi 
women. 

The most disturbing 
thing about his hystericu 
ranting was what it sparked 
in the studio audience: 
TTiey too became vkioiB, 
attacking not me (1 hatht*! 
h^ a chance to say any- 
thing) and not him (who 
wants to tangle with some- 
one who will grrgam |at 
yon?) but the other guests: 
trasuspectmg women 
had a^eed to come on tiie 
show to talk about pfob* 
Icnu communicating witit 
their spouses. 1 

This is the most dangi^ 
ous aspect of modeling fo 
tellectual interchange as* a 
fight. It contributes to an 
atmosphere of animosily 
that spreads Uke a fevei. 

In a society where people 
®*ptoss their anger ey 
shooting, the result of tfo 
monising those with wboto 
we disagree can he tray 
demonic. I 

. I am not suggesting tWK 
journalists stop asUig 
tough questions necessary 
to get at the facts, even'u 
more questions may appe^. 
challenging ■ 

And of course it is tile 
responsibility of the media 
to represent serious oppo^ 
when it exists, and of 
intellectuals everywhere io 
explore potential weakne^ 
ses in other's arsumentsl 
But when oppStimi be- 
the overwhelmiik 
^enue of inquiry, whe^ 
lust for oppoation ct- 

views and 
Obscures complexity, wheh 
our eagerness to find wealf- 
ucsscs blinds us tb 
^engths. when the atn»^ 
phere of animosity prd- 
cJudes respect and poisorfs 
relations with one 
Mother, then the culture dSf 
IS stifling us. I 
If we could move beyond 
• We would move closer to 

me truth. ! 


pc writer 
unquKtics 

You Just 
stand. *' Thi 
remarks i 
Weekend i 
South Caro 
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York Tltnei 







7 ^» 

JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-^RIDAY, NOVEMBER 


Kuwait ready to deal with 

■ 

Israel, not for talks with Iraq 



KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) 
— Kuwait has said it was 
prepared to deal with Israel 
but ruledout dialogue with 
Iraq, its Arab neighbour 
whid] invaded the emirate in 
1990. 

Lifting the direct Arab 
trade b^oott of Israel was 
“just a matter of time,” In- 
formation Minister Sand Nas- 
ser A1 Sabah said in a news- 
paper reports published here 
Wednes^y. 

“The existence of Israel 
has become a fact.” and “as 
long as our securi^ and sta- 
bili^ are linked to me United 
States and its interests, it is 
only natural to be linked with 
Israel, America’s ally,” he 
added. 

“Arab countries must take 
a collective decision to deal 
with Israel before being 
forced to do so,” he added. 

The six Gulf Arab monar- 
chies have lifted an indirect 
boycott of Israel but a ban on 
direct trade remains in place. 
“This decision is the Arab 
■League's concern,” said 
Shdkh Saud. 

“I want to make it dear 
that lifting the boycott of 
l^el has become a matter of 
time after the bilateral recog- 
•nitions between Israel and 
the Arab parties in the strug- 
gle,” Sheikh Saud said,- 
according to the pro- 


government A1 Anba daily. 

Arab states had forbidden 
dealings with Israel since its 
creation in 1948. The Arab 
League established the 
Damascus-based boycott 
office in May 1951, to moni- 
tor the ban. 

Ail ecoixnnic contacts with 
the Jewish state were banned 
and companies which had 
dealings with it were black- 
listed in tbe Arab World. 

Kuwait and its partners in 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil — Saudi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Oman — have 
dropped the secondary 
boycott rules related to 
blacklisting foreign firms. 

But the six oil-rich nations 
have said ch^ would con- 
tinue to prohibit direct deal- 
ings with Israel until it has 
resolved its disputes with its 
immediate Arab neighbours. 

Sheikh Saudi’s remarks, 
however, indicated that 
Kuwait did not plan to wait 
indefinitely before taking 
other steps which would help 
end Israel's political and 
commercial isolation in the 
Middle East. 

The United States and 
some of its Western allies 
have been pushing the Arabs 
to abandon the embargo as a 
goodwill gesture that would 
help push forward tbe peace 


process. 

“The existence of Israel is 
a fact,” Sheikh Saud told A1 
Anba. “Our security and sta- 
bility are connected to the' 
United States and Britain and 
onr interests lie in tightening 
our ties with them." 

Turning to hnaq, be said: 
“We refuse all contact, of 
whatever kind, with the pre- 
sent regime in place in Iraq 
and we have no intention or 
having any contact." 

He welcomed Monday’s 
renewal of the U.N. sanc- 
tions in force against Iraq 
since the invasion of August 
1990. 

“We have explained our 
clear stand to all allied and 
friendly countries stating that 
the Iraqi recognition of Re- 
solution 833 is only a simple 
part of the international de- 
mands which have to be ful- 
filled," said the minister. 

He described Iraq’s reco^ 
ration of Kuwait last week, in 
line with the U.N. Secnrity 
Council resolution, as no- 
thing more than ’‘theatrics’’ 
and noted that tbe two coun- 
tries bad had diplomatic rela- 
tions and emb^'es for 30 
years. 

“We are dealing with a 
regime that does not recog- 
nise international law and 
no commitment to treaties,” 
said Sheikh Saud. 


Amnesty voices concern on 
increased hangings in Syria 


NICOSIA (AP) — Amnesty 
International said Wednes- 
day it was greatly concerned 
abobt an apparent increase in 
executions in Syria last year 
and a lack of fair trial in 
death-penalty cases. 

The group, in a news re- 
lease alw reiterated its long- 
standing concern about 
cases of thousands of politic- 
al prisoners in Syrian prisons, 
some of them jailed for more 
than 20 years. 

The statement came after 
the first visit to Syria by a 
delegation from 'the Nobel 
Prize-winning group fol^alks 
about human rights with 
high-level officials. A mn esty 
staff have visited the country 
in the past, but usually met 
with lower-level officii. 

At least 14 people were 
reported to have * been ex- 
ecuted in 1993, said Amnes- 
ty’s Kama! Samari. Of Aese, 
nine were convicted of rape 
or murder and five were ex- 
ecuted for setting fire to a 
prison in March 1993, killing 
57 inmates. 

There were two executions 
ill 1992. So far in 1994. two 
executions have been ' re- 
ported, Amnesty said. Some 
executions go unreported or 
are not known until some 
time later. 

In tbe prison-arson case, 
“we think the speed with 
which the five were tried and 
executed may have under- 
mined the international safe- 


guards required in the these 
cases," Mr. Samari told the 
Associated Press. 

State-run news media said 
at the time that the five were 
hanged after being convicted 
on charges of tordiing the 
prison in a vain effort to 
cover up a drug-distribution 
ring they ran inside the facil- 
ity, which bouses common 
.criminals. 

Executions in Syria are 
usually carried out by hang- 
ing. 

Syria also has introduced a 
new law extending the death 
penalty to fim-time. .drug 
offenders. Amnesty pointed 
out'iii its nevra release, which 
coincided with the 24th 
anniversary Wednesday of 
President Hafez A1 Assad's 
rise to power. 

“Amnesty International is 
greatly concerned about the 
new law, the apparent in- 
crease in tbe number of ex- 
ecutions in 1993. and the lack 
of fair trial in capital cases,” 
the organisation said. 

During its trip to Syria last 
month, the Amnesty delega- 
tion held the “first ever sub- 
stantive talks witii Syrian au- 
thorities covering all its hu- 
man rights concerns" and cal- 
led for “ending violations in 
the country." 

The visitors met with the 
ministers of interior, justice 
and health as well as the 
president of the state security 
court and other senior 


judges. . 

Syrian officials “gave an 
undertaking to look into the 
dossier submitted by Amnes- 
ty International and respond 
to the issues and cases raised 
by the organization,” 
Amnesty said in its state- 
ment. 

Amnesty described as 
“positive" Syria’s release of 
thousands of political prison- 
ers since 1991, but said there 
had been little progress made 
in reviewing the cases of 
others, some of whom have 
been jailed for more than two 
. deoLdes. . . . 

Amnesty said that ' Haring 
its visit, the delegation raised 
the cases of more than a 
thousand people, including: 

— Prisoners detained with- 
out trial; 

— Unfair trials; 

— Prisoneres held even 
after expiry of their sentence; 

— Torture allegations; 

— The cases of people who 
simply “disappeared.” 

The number of political 
prisoners in Syria runs in the 
thousands. Amnesty says, 
conceding that an exact fi- 
gure is impossible to obtain 
nn^ cuzxent circumstances. 

of the longest- 
standing political prisoners in 
Syria are top politicians who 
were jailed after Mr. Assad'^ 
bloodless coup in 1970. He 
has gradually been ordering 
their release, often for health 
reasons. 


U.N. says Iraqi move significant 


said. 

’’Saddam’s tower” in 
Baghdad is billed as the tal- 
lest in the Middle East. The 
chimes of the Baghdad clodc 
can DOW be heard up to five 
kilometres away. 

There is also a two-level 
bridge, the first of its kind in 
Iraq, and the government has 
unveiled plans for what it 
says will be the largest mos- 
que in tbe history of Islam. 

President Sadd^ said be 
was determined to continue 
his oonstrnction drive, with 
or without foreign currency. 

Anything that rose above 
the ground in Iraq terrified 
the United States because it 
showed Iraq was steadfast 
despite the sanctions, be said. 

“The (Americans and 
Zionists) would like to see 
Iraqis... disappointed, frus- 
trated, mourning and crying 
over debris and ruins.” he 
said. 


“This is a standard of con- 
duct for those who are bank- 
rupt of civilisation and cul- 
ture. Is this the standard of a 
superpower? Is this how it 
should behave?” 

Malaysia on Wednesday 
demanded that tbe Security 
C^nndl lift economic sanc- 
tions against Baghdad and 
stop “torturing’’ the Iraqis. 

“To tormre the Iraqis until 
tiiey brin| down (President) 
Saddam is to me most un- 
fair,” Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad told re^ 
porters. 

Mr. Mahathir, speaking on 
his return home from an in- 
formal summit of Asia- 
Pacific Economic Coopera- 


(ContiniMd from page 1) 

don forum Leaders in Indone- 
sia, said the Iraqis had snf- 
for^ enough from tbe sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Mahathir added that if 
Security Council members 
wanted Prerident Saddam re- 
moved "let them do it." 

“It is no point blaming 
Saddam for the sufferings of 
the Iraqis when Baghdad has 
shown Its willingness to rec- 
ognise Kuwait,” Mr. 
N^athir said, 

Russia criticised Washing- 
ton on Tuesday for its reluct- 
ance to ease the sanctions 
against Iraq, saying tbe U.S. 
stance reflected domestic 
political factors. 

"Some countries take a 
position Miidi is summed up 
by tile words ’everything or 
ndthing*,” said senior Fore^ 
ign Ministry official Yladimir 
Gudev in a reference to tihe 
United States. 

”We think such tactics are 
dictated by internal political 
considerations of certain 
countries and has nothing in 
common with maintaining 
security in the Persian Gulf,” 
he told a news- briefing. “It 
could lead the situation into a 
dead end.” 

Mr. Gudev, first deputy 
bead of the ministry's Middle 
East Department, said Mos- 
cow hoped to convince tbe 
United States to change its 
position. 

Moscow worries that 
sweepinE Republican Par^ 
electoral gains earlier this 
month, which gave it control 
over both houses of Con- 
gress, might persuade Presi- 


dent Bill Clinton to alter his 
foreign policy. 

Russia said last week that 
Washington’s refusal to en- 
force the international arms 
embargo against Bosnian 
Muslims was triggered by the 
Democratic president’s de- 
sire to amiease the Republi- 
can legislature. 

Russia advocates graduala- 
ly lifting the sanctions im- 
posed against Iraq. 

Moscow believes that Iraq 
has. done much to meet tiie 
conditions xc by the United 
Nations for lifting sanctions. 

The Security Council de- 
bate Monday bad “shown 
positive elements but could 
have been much better,” Mr. 
Gudev said. 

The offidai said it was “dif- 
ficult to imagine” a situation 
in which Moscow and 
Washington bad a common 
point or view on tbe Gulf 
“where our two countries 
have their own interests,” 
though he stressed that this 
did not mean the situation 
was deadlocked. ^ 

The recognition of Kuwait 
is “the first stone in achieving 
a settiement of the regional 
issue in its entirety,” Mr. 
Gudev said. “In this perspec- 
tive, we believe the Security 
^uncil must respond posi- 
tively, or we risk a loss of the 
impetus” provided by Bagh- 
dad's initiative. 

“Of course the recognition 
of Kuwait does not rule out 
putting pressure on Iraq, not- 
ably in the field of disarma- 
ment" as required by U.N. 
resolutions, he added. 


American couples find babies in eastern Europe 


By Kendali J. Wilb 
He Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Instinct 
took over. 

Robert Kiggins stood in a 
small, spare room at Mos- 
cow’s hospital No. 13, hold- 
ing for tbe first time a 
blond-haired, blue-eyed 5- 
month-old boy. And he 
knew tiiat a long search 
across two continents had 
finally delivered to hhn a 
son. 

That summer day, Mr. 
Kiggins and his wife, Austa 
Devlin, met Alexander' 
James Kiggins. Robert and 
Austa are Americans, Ale- 
xander James is Russian. 

“We had been bolding 
him and walking around 
with him and he was getting 
a tittle drowsy," Mr. Kig- 
gins says, 1 did what 
came naturally — I sang a 
lullaby, the same lullaby 
sung to me when I was 
young, and be went to 
sleep." 

Their private journey 
matched the childless cou- 
ple with a Russian boy 
whose mother wanted to 
give him away. Today, in- 
creasing numbers of Amer- 
ican couples are following 
the same path to the fonner 
communist country. 

Fueling the demand is tbe 
shortage in the United 
States of healthy, white 
babies. A newly opened 
Ru»ia provide a ready 
source of orphaned and 
abandoned in^ts. 

Tbe boom has been pick- 
ing up speed since Oct. 
1^1, wbm Rusria began 
relaring its regulations gov- 
erning foreign adoptions. 
More than 1,700 American 
adopted children in Russia 
in the first 2 Vi years, and 
the pace of Russian adop- 
tions is increasing this year. 

Despite Moscow’s sti- 
pulations that only nonetb- 
nic Russians with minor to 
severe developmental prob- 
lems may be adopted by 
foreigners, many healthy 
babies are being brought 
out of Russia, either be- 
cause Russian doctors kno- 
wingly falsify documents or 
because m^cal problems 
that are easily correctible in 
.the West are jud^ serious 
by Russian standards, says 
Barbara Zen, a spokes- 
woman for the New York 
Adoptive Parents Com- 
mittee. . 

Decisions to adopt from 
Russia follow a logical 


progression, says Felicia 
Van Praag)i, director of In- 
ternational Adoption at 
Spence-Chapin, tbe New 
York ageiKy by Mr. 
Kiggins and Ms. Devlin. 

“The fiist uige of many 
couples is to have their own 
biological <Md,” she says. 
“When they, conrider adop- 
tion, they think of adopting 
domestic^y, and they find 
out bow bard it is. Then 
tiiey look internationally, 
where many move vety 
happily into programn^ of 
interradal adoption. 

“Bnt for many otheis, it 
is important to them that 
the (^Idren at least look 
like them physically. If that 
is a priority, they look to 
Eastern Eurc^." 

Because of Moscow’s res- 
trictions, some couples pre- 
fer to look to other coun- 
tries. But for diose couples 
Spenoe-Chapin has sent to 
Russia, all have come back 
with babies, Ms. Van 
Praagh says. 

Another laige adoption 
agency. Holt friternational 
Children's Service, has had 
similar success. Conples 
sometimes drop out of tbe 
Russia programme, says 
Suzanne Lloyd, programme 
asastant for Russian Adop- 
tions, either because 
women becomme pregnant 
waiting fora matdi or 
beorase ti)^ opt for other 
Holt programmes where in- 
fants are more readily avail- 
able. 

Ms. Devlin and Mr. Kig- 
^ns are typical of many 
couples. In their mid^Qs 
and married for nine years, 
they had trouble con- 
ceiving. 

“We always knew we 
were open to adoption,” 
Ms. DotUd says. & th^ 
tried first to arrange a pri- 
vate adoption in the Uni^ 
States by placing newspaper 
ads. Despite setbacks, they 
came close several times 
during the year and a half 
they sought a baby in 
America. 

“You get all kinds of 
scams, including people 
who wanted $5,000 up 
front. But even if people 
who call are sincere, the 
women who. are pn^nant-* 
sometimes decide;* for^ 
whatever reason, not to 
give up the baby," MS.' De- 
vlin says. “It’s understand- 
able for them. But it was 
heartbreaking for us.” 

Unally, in late November 
1993, they attended an in- 


Robert Kiggins grew up dnrHig the 
cold war, fufly expecting one dtey to 
have to fight the Russians. Now he 
holds a Russian hahy in his arms, sings 
a luUahy to him and calls him son. Mr. 
Kigginis and his wife are among a 
growing number of Americans adopt- 
ing babies behind what was once called 
the iron curtain. 


troductory meeting for In- 
temationai Adoptions at 
Spence-Chapin’s New Yoric 
offices. Between that point 
and tbe time about nine 
months later that they 
brongfat Alexander to their 
queens apartment. They 
had to negotiate regnlatory 
hurdles designed to weed 
out ooiqiles who wouldn’t 


make wod parents: 

Medical checkups, 
approval by the Cnild 
Abuse Qeamigboiise, fing-' 
erprinting for FBI back- 
ground mecks, immigration 
and natur^isation applicar 
tions, a homme study con- 
ducted by a social worker, 
filling out questionnaires 
about the wpe of.d^d 
sought, and completing 
finand^ and family back- 
ground pr^es. 

The cost, too, is signifi- 
cant. Mr. Van Praa^ of 
Spence-Chapin says tiie tot- 
al costs, induding trips to 
pidc up tile child, average 
$16,000 to $18,000. 

“It’s an expensive pro- 
cess said tbeimore it roles 
out some families, .and 
that’s sad,” Mr. Van 
Praa^ says. 

For Ms. Deviin and Mr. 
Kiggins, tbe cost was some- 
thing tb^ accepted in ex- 
change fOT tbe comfort of 
having an establisl^ agen- 
^ handling details over- 


Their choice of Russia 
was made mth tbe metho- 
dical deliberation that both 
Mr. Kiggins and Ms. Devlm 
bring to their work as 
lawyers. Neither has Rus^ 

■ dan heritage. Mr. Kiggins is 
a mix of Irish, French and 
Gcnnan ancestry, and Ms. 
-Devlin’s he^te^ is &i^ish. 

■ Tmh', ^ 
wanted!a.^,^i^l^^^a jooked % ■ 
like tb^. . 

Russia, Ms.' Devlin says, 
“jnst seemed more famil- 
iar” than other adoption 
programmes in Asia and 
Latin America. 

“You have to make a 


decision vriiether you want 
to go to a country where 
your kid will look more like 
you or foreign,” she adds. 

Whdi a mmefa was finally 
made, tbe couple learned 
very tittle about the boy 
they would adopt. They 
were told he was only sever- 
al montte old and had a 
minor heart munnur that 
was expected to correct it- 
sdtf as he developed. 

They learned his parents 
were Ukrainians in their 
20s. The mother was un- 
married and had several 
otiier children. Little was 
known about the father, 
^tii parents were said to 
be in good health and had 
no alcolK}] or drug addic- 
tions. 

“We don’t exacd]^ know 
why they were g^ng up 
thear efaUd,” Mr. Kiggins 
says. He says tbe mother 
came to Moscow to have 
the baby and wrote a letter 
while at the ho^tal, saying 
she wanted to give up tbe 
ba^ for adoption. 

mtb tiiat incomplete in- 
formation and a photo of a 
boy known as Ivan at hos- 
piim No. 13,. Mr. IQggjns 
and Ms. D^n rathered 
baby bottles, milk formula, 
diapers and their hopes and 
set off for tbe first of two 
required trips to Moscow. 

Although not all agencies 
require a second trip, 
Spenoe-Chapin said it can 
several we^ between 
the time prospe^ve pa- 
rents file applications 
Moscow authorities and the 
time, they are allowed to 
take tlte dnki home.* It is 
often more convenient and 
Reaper to letum later. 

. The adoption, which 
..must be approved by Rus-' 
.. sian-oourts b^ore-:U.S. hn- 
.mjgiution o^dak will issue 
a visa, becomes final before 
the couple leaves Russia. 
Upon returning to the Un- 
ited States, parents need 
only file court papers to 
secure the child’s 


otizenshfo ngh^- . , 

Once Mr- ai^ 

Ms. Devtin had held 

ander on their first 
subsequent sc^ranon 
particularly difficult for the 

new parents. . 

"It was really upsettmg 
leaving him.” Ms- pcvfin 
ssid during fin intcPW^ ® 
New York between the ^ 
trips. But she says they 
knew it wouldn’t be' long 
before they’d go back and 
bring i&ra home. 

ll^nghout the ap^- 
meut were scattcJ^ signs 
of a newborn diild ; — a 
canon of diapers in the 
coiner, baby photos on the 
taUe, a waiting crib in the 
bedroom, and baby bottle 
nip{ries being sterilised on 
the stove — but no sounds 
of crying. 

“Since we met him," on 
tbe fira visit, Mr. Kjggins 
acknowledges, *T bad a 
sense of loss about nuSsing 
the last month” whilb the 
couple waited to returtk On 
the retnin trip, the Russian 
hospital staff gave tbe cou- 
ple a party, with chocolate 
cake and champagne, toast- 
ing them in Russian. Ifre 
nurses offered practical in- 
formation about tbe baby’s 
sdiedule and sent toedi off 
with a supply of special 
Russian yoguxt. ^ 

Weeks later, after Alex- 
ander bad settled into his 
appoint«l crib and exer- 
ased his longs in the iive- 
Toom apartment, Mr. Ksg- 
gjns and Ms. Devlin showed 
toe telltale rigns of hanied 
parents of a demanding in- 
fant. 

Well-practiced at the an 
of burping and even chang- 
ing diapers in airplane res- 
trooms, Devhn, who is 
on leave from ter Job, says 
her days now are busier 
than they ever were at 
work. Even so, the .pair 
occasionally take time to 
reflect. 

Later on, they say. they 
hope to see Alexander 
learo Russian, and perhaps 
learn more about his biolo- 
gical parents. 

“It’s ironic," Mr. Kiggins 
say^. “Having grown up 
diSdi^^toe cold iw,.^ing 
toroi^^toe Cobm 'missile 
crisis.i'T.itoe Russians were 
toe big enemy. And now of 
couise we owe toat country 
personally, tbe country that 
was supposed to terminate 
my life gave me a new one 
— a child." 
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8 executives attend PLO meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian National Author- 
ity on every piece of territory 
that toe lai^li enemy with- 
drew from.” 

He qnicfcJy corrected him- 
self, saying “which the 
Israelis withdrew from.” 

Israeli Police Minister 
Mosbe Shabal said Wednes- 
day he had ordered a new 
inquiry into toe activities of 
Palestinian security agents in 
East Jerusalem. 

‘There are agns of FLO 
police activity in Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Sbahal told Israel Radio. 
“I will not allow it and I have 
given orders to arrest any 
suspect.” 

“There will not be two 
security systems in Jeru- 
salem." be vowed. 

Palestinian preventive 
securi^ police chief Jibril Ra- 
jub has allegedly started an 
operation in tbe Haram A1 
Sharaf complex. 

It is common knowledge in 
Jerusalem that toe Pal^- 
nians shun the Israeli police 
and now take their com- 
plaints to Mr. Rajub’s agents. 

Mr. Shahal also announced 
an inquiry in September after 
police ad^tted in court that 


Palestinian agents were oper- 
ating in the west Bank and in 
Jensalem. 

Three of Mr. Rajnb’s 
bod]T|nar(fr were cau^ wito 
a ptobce siren and Imives in 
their car in the dly and were 
alleged to have Iddnapp^ a 
Palestinian for qaestfoning. 

However toe trio were re- 
leased last week. 

Tbe Palestinian police 
meanwhile released moat 30 
Islamic Jihad supporters, 
tearing 120 saspects stQl in 
jail following the murder of 
three Israelis. 

After Friday’s suicide 
bombing- of an army post on 
the G^a Strip the poKce 
rounded up some 150 Palesti- 
nians, including AFP stringer 
Adh Zaamm, 23, who re- 
mains in custody despite 
pledges to release him. 

Islamic Jihad, which 
oppose toe FLO’S antonomy 
d^ wito Israel, daimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombing 
at a Gaza rally covered 
by Mr. Zaannn for AFP. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority has urged journal- 
ists not to report snefa murder 
claims from the Gaza Strip 
even though they have been 
made <^my. 


Beriusconi 

(CoaOmed from page 12) 

designed Co curb public 
spending. 

Labour Minister Qementc 
MasteDa said after talks irith 
union leaders that Mr. Ber- 
lusconi would meet them 
either next Wednesday or 
Thursday. “The climate is 
changing and we have until 
1^. 2 to try to avert tbe 
general sfrike,” he said. 

Mr. Berlusconi said the 
government most stick to its 
Irfan to send a message to 
mteniational finandal mar- 
kets that it was serious about 
Xmtting a $100 billioh deficit. 

The government won a 
oonfidentt vote in toe cham- 
ber Monday ni^t,. 321-131, 
on a proposed amnesty on 
fllegal construction expected 
to bring in $3.3 billion from 
teck taxes and fines. 

Bnt things won’t be so easy 
when the tedget plan reaches 
the senate. There, toe coali- 
tion govenunent of toe feder- 
alist Northern League, right- 
wing National Altianoe and 
Mr. jBeriusconi-formed Forza 
Italia fails short of a majority. 

The budget must be pass^ 
by Dec. 31. 


Dole well-placed t6 
seek U.S. presidency 


Algeria cracks down on press 


(ContiBiied from page 12) 


pramatic tendencies within 
toe Islamist movement and to 
marginalise the most violent 
extremists," he a^te<l. 

Mr. Pelletreau denied toat 
toe U.S. government is res- 
igned to a rictory by extrem- 
ists in Algeria. 

“Beyond toe far-readiing 
consequences for Algeria it- 
self, further gains by toe most 
radical Islamists could embol- 
den extremists in Egypt, 
Tunisia and Morocco, coun- 
tries upra wUefa NATO has 
long relied as stabilising fac- 
tors in the region,”, be said. 

“A crisis ctnrld provoke an 
influx of refugees into France 
and elsewhere in westein 
Europe, the ^oal of U.S. 
policy in Algeria is to avoid 
such developments," be said. 

Security forces meanwhile 
crushed on attempted prison 
breakout south of Algiers, 
kfllbig at least 30 inmates and 
leaving 60 people injured, 
mfofr^tLsouices said. 


Smoke billowed from tbe moved in and killed at least 
compound as security fo r ce s 30 prisoners, the 60 injured 
on Monday night stonned the included inmatm and guards, 
prison where an estimated the sources said. 

.detJtf nea, 800 rf ^orea said on 

Moslim innjimentalists, Wednesday it was withdniw- 

diplonials from Algei^ 
Abont 20 be^ jj^cnise of the murder last 

ae npmint S<^y u^ Koresn 

kniTO,*rb and o ther s hy- tamneamen and feeis of e 

pen^ obj«ttlo .ettaclc_^ wonenina political sitnation’ 
giardsatfe lnavilygu^ in the aSm^. 

Berrouaghia prison souto of ^ 

toe capi^, said the sources. “As of today, all three 
One prisoner died in the diploiiiats, including Ambas- 
fim clash and toe mutiny sador Kwon (in-Hyuk), and 
widened as most of the fun- toeir families are to be witb- 
damentalist inmates, separ drawn from Algiers because 
rated from the otheis, set fire of toe dan^ of possible ter- 

to todr beds. ' rorist atta^,” a Seoul fi^ 

Failing to halt the rebellion ign ministry official told R^- 
wito tear-gas, security forces ters. 

^Israeli state sanctions torture’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jerusalem, told the confer- 
ence of Israel’s brutal 
attempts to make him col- 
laborate. He was jailed for 17 
days, repeatedly beaten, 
threatened' and confined be- 
fore being bailed. 


len days later be was rea> 
rested and kept for SO days. 
He now faces charges of be- 
longing to a “gang’^of stone- 
throwers and slogan painters 
when he was 14 and 15, 
something to which he finally 
confessed. 


By wniiam Scally 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The Re- 
publican takeover of toe Sen- 
ate propels Che party’s top 
elected official, senator Bob 
Dole, into the* ideal spot to 
challenge Bill Qinton for the 
U.S. presiden<^ in 19S)6. 

Mr. Dole will resume the 
post of majority leader toat 
he yielded when toe Demo- 
crats regained control of toe 
Senate m 1986. 

It is a prospect guaranteed 
to cause tremors at the White 
House, Mr. Dole’s re- 
cord as minority leader dur- 
ing toe first two years of toe 
Ginton presidency, when be 
was Mr. Clinton's sharpest 
critic. 

Bnt as Republicans gained 
the seven seats needed to win 
a Senate majori^, Mr. Dole 
sounded a condliatoty note, 
saying Republicans were 
ready to work with Mr. 
Ginton. 

“We intend to work with - 
toe president because we 
only have one president at a 
time,” Mr. .Dole said. 

But Republicans axe read- 
ing toe election results as a 
rejection of Mr. Ginton's 
programmes and a vote for 
less government, and will be 
promoting toeir own prog- 
rammes such as a balanced 
budg^ amendment to the 
constitution and a rewrite of 
the crime bill passed in die 
last session. 

Mr. Dole made dear two 
years ago toat he would be a 
terrier snapping at Mr. Clin- 
ton’s heels, relishing toe role 
after acting as a !p^ lieute- 
nant for President George 
Bush. 

*The good news (for Clin- 
ton) is toat he’s getting a 
honeymoon in Watoington. 
The bad news is toat Bob 
Dole is going to be his 
chaperon,’ he said on elec- 
tion night in 1992, 

It was Mr. Dole who put 
toe nail in toe coffin . of Mr. 
Ginton’s $16 billion econo- 
mic stimulus plan, li'was Mr. 
pole who played a lead role 
m idling health care reform 
MO who led a Republican 
filibuster offensive that 
blocked Clinton-supported 


bills in the last days the 
Congre^ ; 

And it was Mr. Dole who 
staked out a position as the 
party spokesman and |Mr. 
Ginton's acerbic critfq on 
Haiti and Bosnia. 

Although conservative 
Dole is not on the party'^ far 
ri^t. -he has had to keep a 
waxy eye on that wing leH by 
Texan Phil Gramm, another 
potential presidential con- 
tender. • 

• 

Mr. Dole was slow to en- 
dorse Oliver North, the Had- 
ing of toe right, in his ui&uc- 
oessful race for the Virginia 
Senate seat held by Demo- 
crat Charles Robb, biUL later 
campaigned for bim. 

Mr. Dole, a trim-' and 
youthfol-looking 71. h^<not 
said whether he plans to, 
the l^pubiican presidehtial 
nomination, but te has t^n 
acting like, a pe^n with 
White House arabitions.i 

Ifis first shot at national 
office was in 1976 as the vice 
presidential candidate 
President Gerald Ford jejt to 
Jimmy Carter. ; 

His so-called “mean 

streak” and sharp pdrti-- 

sanship were in evidence in 

toat race. • 

• 

With ^ical mordant ydt, 
he has jt^ed of toat cam- 
paign: “iwas expec^ to go 
for the jugular. 1 did — ;my 
own.” ; 

He sought the patty’s pres- 
idential nomination in 1J988 
but lost to George Bush, ;bit- 
ter at what he saw as Mr. 
Biish’s attacks on his efr^rac^ 
ter during the primary cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Dole, who had surgery 
for prostate cancer in Dum- 
ber, 15^1, easily won a fifth 
Senate term from Kansas in 
1992. 

Badly wounded as ai( army 
lieutenant in Italy in World 
War H, Mr. Dole has eT par- 
tially paralysed right .arm and 
band. 

hfr. bole was born cm July 
22,-1923, in the farming vil- 
ofRnssellj Kansas, ;bne 
offow-jtoildien of Dpran and 
BinalD^.. He was jelected io 
.the Kan^l legisfature jn 
1951:,Hejroreto toe House of 
Riqrfv»ehtatii^-in'1960 and 
toe Seriate in 1^. ' 
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The magic world of CD- ROMs 


By Jean-Clamie Elias 

Of all the additions one can upgrade his or her PC 
(personal computer) with, a CD-ROM drive may be 
the most interesting, the most fashionable and has 
the highest value-mr-money ration, 

CD-ROM is an acronym for Compact Disc-Read 
Only Memory. The media itself is physically identical 
to the audio and music CD. The optical recording 
technology is practically the same, but the data — i.e. 
the information on the disk — has a different internal 
format. 

CD drives are available in Jordan at prices ranging 
from JD 150 to JD 450, while the software — the 
disk itself — vanes from as little as JD 30 up to 
JD400. 

A CD presents several advantages when compared 
to the traditional magnetic hard disk all PCs are fitted 
with. Capacity first — a CD can hold 600 to 800 MB 
(million characters) while the average hard disk is 
currently rated at 250 MB. The trend seems to 
indicate that a multi-layer CD. with a capacity of 6 
GB (six billion characters) may be introduced on the 
market somerrine next year. Hard disks are usually 
fixed while CDs are removable, giving users the 
possibility to build complete libraries. 

Then comes reliability — this is really where the 
CD is superior to all other recording medias, 
including tapes. Because it is recorded on the CD 
through optical techniques, the data on the media is 
very safe and very unlikely to be altered with time. 
CDs are not affected by magnetic fields and have a 
wide tolerance to temperature and humidity varia- 
tions. Manufacturers generally give a 20-year warran- 
ty. Although this sounds more theoretical than 
contractual, it also means that the user can actually 
expect to keep the CD for “a lifetime'\ as it is written 
on the inner label of the disk. 

The most attractive asp^r of CD-ROMs however 
is the software they contain. Publishers first offering 


chip talk 



was a multi-media encyclopedia. A very impressive 
application that puts a world of knowledge on a 
^gram, 4.75"' CD-ROM, including a su^tantive 
amount of sound and music. 

Currently, there are hundreds of titles available. 
Anything ^m very sophisticated games to the world 
atlas has been put on CD-ROM. At the recent METS 
(Middle East Technology Shows) in Amman, foreign 
language courses of CD-ROM were presentee/. 

Famous motion pictures, like for instance the 
Beatles' A Hard Day's are now available on 
CD-ROM. One can view the film on the PC screen 
and work inter-actively with it. Freeze any frame, 
choose sections to review, turn the lyrics on or off, 
display written information about the film alongside 
the viewing screen, capture im^es from the 51m in 
order to integrate them in other programmes and so 
on. 

Software that normally would take severs/ floppy 
disks to be distributed is now shipped on CD-ROM. 
The new Corel Draw, Microsoft Excel 5.0 and 
Access 2.0, to name only those, can be now 
purchased on CD-ROM. 

For the publishers, CD-ROMs are not only a new 
product with signiScant pro5t in sight, it is also the 
certainty that their work won 't be pirated as easily as 
regular magnetic disk are. Making illegal copi& of 
CD-ROMs is expensive enough todeter tiie criminals. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By 


CURIOUS SUPERSTITIONS 

Ti- SUNDA Y: If somebody is bom on Sunday, he is 
supposed to be protected from evils inSict^ upon 
him and is capable of overcoming all the evil spirits 
without resorting to amulets or the like. 

The day of birth is excluded. 

If those bom on Sunday are not idle human beings, 
they won't work without pay. Whoever weeps on 
Sunday will never laugh. 

. ■ Hr iy 'Hr Hr Hr 


Hr WEDNESDAY: Wednesday is the rhost conve- 
nient day for implementing projects or organising 
journeys. 

One should never fxl afraid of robbers or magi- 
cians on this very day as they enjoy their hill time 
by having aimplete rest. 


LErS CHAT IN ARABIC 

RELIGION 

— What's your religion? Ma heya de*yaiudfA? 

— I'm a Muslim, (a Christian), Ana Madim, (Massibi) 

— We should all seek hr goodness. 

Ygjib aim nas^a jamee^an dal-kbayr, 

— Morals are the soul of religion. 

AI-akMaag beya roobul-ad^yan. 

— Celebrate the praises of Your Lord and ask 
forgiveness of H i aa . 

SaMeb bebamdi RaM»fca wasstag’&iio. 

— Woe to those who pray and who are careless in 
their prayers. 

Waykm UI-musaJ*leen allatbeena bom ana salaaCelkm 

sabooD. 

— Bur as for who feared the highness of bis Lord 
and prohibited his soul ffom lust. VerUy,paradise is die 
resort. 

Wa*amma mann kbaafa makama Rabbebi wa-nabaa- 
nafsa anil Imwa, fa*nmal janimia beyal ma*wa, 

— He who does an atom's w^'^t of g(^ shall see it; 
and he who does an atom 's weight of evil shall see it: 
Mann ya*mal mitbqala tbamtea kbayran yarab; 

. wa-mann ya'mal mithqal tkarraten riiarran yarab. 

— Love all. Ziatenone, trust a few and be kind to your 
enemy. 

Altib al-jamee, wala' takrab abadan, wakim 

be^adovPwbt. 

TIME FOR FUN 

B TEACHER: “Supposing I lay Bve eggs on the chsdr 
and 5ve others on the table, how many will there be 
altogether?” 

STUDENT: “But excuse me, sir, you cannot lay 
eggs.” 

Hr -A- Hr Hr Hr 

U JUDGE: “Have you ever been arrested before?” 
THIEF: “No.” 

JUDGE: “Why?” 

THIEF: “Never been cai^r.'” 

sJ" sJ" ij- jJ- 

B UNCLE: “Name the four seasons. ” 

LILLY: “Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar.'' 

iJ- jt- jJ- SJ" 

B A famous British artist was critically ill. The 
doctor, having done all he could, closed his bag 
and prepared to leave. 

“I'll see you in the morning, ” he said cheerhilly, 
“Sure, doctor, ^‘said the artist, “but will I see you?” 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Is it correct to say “Good morning, doctor”? 

2. Upon the annotinoement of an enga^ment, who 
should be congratulated? 


r Am Sbvqafr 

3. Name some of the so-called Snger foods. 

4. Should a man walk between two women? 

5. Is it correct to seal a letter of intrcKiuction? 

6. Should a lady assist a man in putting on bis coat? 

7. Should one say “Please and thank you” to servants? 

8. Should the wife of a physician refer to her husband 
as doctor? 

9. Do good manners require to leave some food on the 
plate? 

10. Is it in good taste to apply rouge and powder in 
public? 

■ ■ I ^ " ■ 

PENCIL & PAPER GAMES 

Categories 


Think of a whole long list of categories and get all 
the plants to write them down: 

RIVERS 

DEPARTMENT STORES 

ACTORS 

FOODS 

SEASIDE RESORTS 
WILD FLOWERS 
OPERA SINGERS 
POETS 

MAKES OF MOTOR CAR 

MOUNTAINS 

CARTOONISTS 

ANIMALS 

ASTRONAUTS 

TELEVISION PROGRAMMES 

FOOTBALLERS 

PLAYS 

POLITICIANS 

SPORTS 

Now pick a letter — not any letter, because one will 
have a chance if you choobc ZorXor Q! — and give the 
players Sve or 10 minutes in which to think of names to 
go by each category beffnning with the right letter. 

Wh^ the time is up, ^t all the players to read out 
their lists and award one mark tor every name a player 
h^ listed that no other players has listed. The player 
with the top marks is the champion. 

A A A A- A 


PUZZLES 

(A) Can you use a pin to prick a sheet of paper 
through^ the dead centre without the aid of any 
measuring instruments. 


(PAPER) 


PIN 



A A A A A 

(B) If George's age 15 years hence, divided by his age 
15 years ago, is equal to the ffaction 2S^4, how 
old is George today. 


The unspeakabte in 
pursMiit of the unbeatable 


By Samer ChaMs Ba^Baen 

... OR THE AGE OF EXTREMES. Sulxtainx 
for a writer consists not merely of those realities be 
thinJrs he drscx>ven5; it consists even more of toose 
reab'tres which have been made available to him by 
the Uteratme and idioms of bis day and by the una^es 
that still have vitality in the literature of the past. 
St^sticaUy, a writer can express bis feeling about a 
substance either by imitation or by parody. Learning 
ffom the existing landscape is a way of being 
revolutionazy tor an architect. Not the obv/mis way, 
which is to tear down Paris and begin again, as le 
Corburier suggested in the 1920s, but anotiier more 
^tolerant way; that is to ^oestfon bow we look at 
things. 

Architects are oat of the babh of looking nonjudg- 
mentally at the environment because orthodox mod- 
em ardiitectuze is progressive, utopian and puristic; 
it is dissatisGed exiting conditions. 

One of the oldest themes in modem culture is the 
celebration of urban vitality, diversity and fullness of 
life; the life of the street toat never stops. Throu^- 
out the late nineteenth century, and well into the 
twentieth, tins uriian romance crystallised around the 
street, ' which emerged as a primary symbol 
of modem life. The street was experieiwed as the 
medium in which the totality of modem material and 
^iritual forces coaid meet, clash, intertose and worir 
out their ultimate meanings and fates. Ironically, 


Aowever. within the space of a generation, the street 
now came to symbolise everytbmg dingy, disorderly, 
sluggish, worn out, obsolete — ew^thing that toe 
dynamism and progress (ff modernity were supjxrsed 
to leave behind. 

■ We must strive to keep tors “old” enWronment 
alive, because it is uniquefy capable of nounsbzn^ 
modem e;^nences ana values: The ffieedom of toe 
dty, an order that exsis in a state of perpetu^ 
motion and change and toe intense ana complex 
toce-to-face oommunkation and communion. The 
practkal conofusion of all tins is ebat in our city life, 
f^ the sake of tbe moefem we mast preserve toe old 
and resst toe new. 

To make toe case for a new but old dir&^on m 
arcbitectuie toere is a need to assert toat arcbitectUTe 
depends in its peioe^on and crMtion on past 
experiences and emotional association. The fall of 
tbe Berlui Wall in 19^ was undeoubtedly a spectacu- 
lar bisffakal event. Even so, the restored politic^ 
capita/ of Germany, is still drawing a good deal of its 
asituial c^TCfends Bom toe artistic capital accumu- 
lated some 70 years ago. 

Lovers also miss the Berlin Wall. The same Berlin 
Wall that divided East ffom West and man ffom 
woman, and in keeping man and woman apart made 
of each of them a glorious other. And so, in a sick, 
sentimental sense, kept them together — a laughable 
notion toat every hopeless, helpless romantic under- 
stands. 


Smoking death toll to rise 
to 10 million people a year 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Smoking daims a victim 
every 10 seconds and de- 
spite an international cam- 
paign, the habit will kill 10 
million people every year, 
3 delegate to a cancer con- 
ference here said. 

“In most countries the 
worst is yet to come,” 
epidemiologist Richard 
Peto ffom Britain 's Impe- 
rial Cancer Fund told The 
Times of India. “If the 
current smoking patterns 
persist, there will be 10 
million deaths every 
year. ” 

Dr. Befo, one of more 
than 6,000 participants at 
toe International Cancer 
Congress, Asia's largest 
meeting on cancer, re- 
newed warnings on the 
hazards of tobacco. 

“Tobacco is the biggest 


cause of adult death in 
developed countries. Over 
the next few decades, it 
may become the biggest 
cause of adult death in the 
world,” he said. 

*7f cigarette smokers 
start young and do not 
stop, then about half of 
them will be killed by 
tobacco. ” 

He said there was a 
“time bomb ticking away 
in developing countries” 
where smoking was on the 
rise due to ignorance, peer 
pressure and toe common 
belief that it was a manly 
habit. 

“In 1952. in China, it 
was estimated that one 
cigarette was smoked by a 
male every day. Twenty 
years later it went up to 
four... and in 1992 toe 
average was 10, ” he said. 


Dr. Peto predicted that 
by 2025 there would be 
two million smoking-re- 
lated deaths a year in 
Oiina. 

Indian doctors told the 
meeting that ineffective 
government jyolides had 
failed to signiffcantiy re- 
duce the tobacco habit in 
India in the last 25 years. 

“India is one of the 
world's major tobacco 
producers and several 
minktries actively prom- 
ote tobacco cultivation,” 
Prakash Gupta of the Tata 
Institute of Fundamental 
Research said. 

The Indian^ Council of 
Medical Research has said 
tobacco is responsible for 
at least 108.000 cancer 
cases every year. 1.3 mil- 
lion cases of coronary 
heart disease and seven 


million lung-related ail- 
ments. 

The report said health 
warnings needed to be ex- 
tended to ocher tobacco 
products and a ban on 
smoking e.\tended in pub- 
lic places. 

Tobacco advertisements 
are banned on the India 's 
state radio and television 
and smoking prohibited 
on internal flighrs. The 
government earns about 
$500 million from the in- 
dustry' every year in re- 
venue. 

The conference, org^- 
nisedf.: by the. Geneva- 
based^ternatidnal Union 
Against Cancer (UICC), 
was told by Australian 
specialist and UICC Presi- 
dent-elect Nigel Gray that 
30 per cent of cancer cases 
stemmed from tobacco. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


natsday, Nov, 17 


7:10 The Road To Avoalea 


8:30 My Secret Identity 

9:10 Snowy River 
The Stampede 

Matt leaps in to protect his nephew ffom an acute 
Gnancial crisis. 

10:00 News In Englfeli 

10:20 Feature FRm — One Against The Wind 

A French countess G^ts courageously against the 
occupation of her country. 

11:50 Never The Twain 


Friday, Nov, 18 

7:15 Ob LocatUm 
7:30 Affican Skies 


9:10 Tequila & Boaetti 


10:00 News In Ea^Ssh 
10:20 Blandte 

llrOO Coming of Age 


Saturday, Nov. 19 

7:30 Harry And The Hendersons 
8HJ0 Documentary — Innovation 
8:30 (bantam Leap 
9:10 Murder She Wrote 
lOriB News In PM gti<h 
10:20 Feature Film — Shadow Of A Doabt 
Starring: Mark Harmon and Margret Welsh 

12UI0 M^ Dad 


Sunday, Nov. 20 

7:30 Me Hales Navy 
8:00 The Phantom Horsemen 
8:30 Quantum T^p 
9:10 Sherlock Holmes 
Incident At Victoria Falls 
10:00 News la EngUsb 
10:20 Scaiiett 
11:10 The Upper Hand 

Monday, Nov. 2i 

7:30 Black Beauty 
8:00 Boogies Diner 
8:30 Quantum Leap 
9:10 Shades Of L.A. 

10:00 News In English 
10:20 Headhunters 
Tuesday, Nov. 22 

7:30 F.B.L: The Untold Stories 
8t30 Quajitum Leap 
9:10 Cracking The Code 
10:00 News la English 
10:20 The House Of Eliott 
11:10 Fly By Night 

Wednesday, Nov. 23 

7:30 CoBch 

9:30 Quantum Leap 
9:10 Snowy Rtygj. 

10:00 News in English 
10:20 Poldark 
11:10 Coming Of Age 
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George Lucas plans return to Star Wars, filming three at a time 
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r ^ais fSms wifi be 
arniag to movie 
bat you may have 
Ysit iUtbi the end of the 
tury to see the new 
ioDS, 

^en George Lucas 
ctriHcd the movie 
id vntb Star T^ais in 
7 . be outliaed an amld- 
s plan: 7b Sbo a triple 
)gy about intergalactic 
Igue and warfare. With 
pmpire Stzilms Back 
1^80 and Return Of 
/edi in 1983, be com> 
ed the Srst ofdbe tzUo- 
, He also created three 
he top 10 Sm grossers 
tU dme. 

faring the next 10 
•s, Lucas became ent~ 
bed in other grand 
iects, notably making 
Int^a Jones trilogy 
I Steves ^elberg and 
Acting the Lucas teeb- 
igy enjmre at Skywal- 
Rantn in noitbem 


to rise 


'fyniia. 

bw, Ik cosfinns that 
will continae the Star 
rs saga, taking the 
y back to the era be- 
s Lake Skywalker, 


Wiicess Leia and Han 
Solo. As with most Lacas 
^ejects, be reveals Utde^ 
bat he did oSsefose his 

modus operands oo the 
three /Hmx - 

“/'jff take a year to write 
^^ 02 , a yc3T to puaaic 
them, and a year to door 
dezn. And ru s&oor 
all at once.'* 

Filming cfriiee major 
movies at once would be 
unprecedented. Spielberg 
and director JSofrerr 
Zemeckis continuously 
shot die second and third 
veraons of Back To The 
Future. ” 

& 1973, Alexander and 
kdich^I Salkind manji^ff d 
to produce simultaneously 
The Three Musketeers 
and The Four Musketeers. 
Charlton Heston and 
other actors demanded ex- 
tra pay, Maiming diey be- 
lieved they were malHng 
one Sim only. 

Luc^ hasn't duecred a 
Sim since bis early hits 
American Gra/ifircf and 
Star Wars. He hinted that 
be might return to direct- 
ing for the new Star PKaia. 

**ru decide aSer I get 
the Sims prepared," be 
said. 

bis blockbuster 




lAp • ^ M sA* *1 



!»ir what you bear is just 
as important** 

Lucas, whose bushy 
black hair is showing signs 

of gmy, said tbe idea of 
Radioland Murders came 
to him when be was writ- 
ing American GrafSti, in 
which ra<So played a big 
role. 

'T was also interested in 


trilogies, Lucas has ven- 
tured into other Sims as 
executive producer, often 
with little success. Among 
them: Howard Tbe Duck, 
Labyrinth, Willow, Tuck- 
er: Tbe Man And ISs 
Dream and Tbe Land Be- 
fore Time. 

His latest is Radit^and 


Murders, which opened to 
mixed reviews and dis- 
appointing business. 
Lucas, who wrote tbe ori- 
ginal sfotzy, exj^ained that 
it'stemmed &om bis earlv 
fascination with radio. 

*T gKw up with radio, ** 
said Lucas, bom in Mod- 
esto, Ca li f ., SO years ago- 


a year 


**We di<^'tgeta television 
set until I was 10 years 
old. So for tbe Gist 10 
yearn, I was in front of the 
radio listening to radio 
dramas. It played an impor- 
tant part of -my life. 

“/ listened to Inner 
Sanctum, The Whistler, 
The Lone Ranger — those 


tbe ones that in- 
terested me. I thmir they 
inSuenced me to put more 
emphasis os tbe sound- 
track in my movies. Tve 
always been very emo- 
tionally iDvoyfved in music. 
I think it's just an exten- 
sion of the theory that 
what you see is mportasr. 


periods 

said. *Tn American Graf- 
Sti, it was kids becoming 
adults, tbe changes in soci- 
ety, and a time Mien one 
technology (television) 
overtaires aoot&er fecii- 
Dology (rai^o). 

**Now, it's an appropri- 
ate tune for' this InnH of 
movie. Just as in 1939, 
when television was thre- 
atening radio, now you 
have multime^ going to 
take over television. 

**rm sure some 10-year- 
o/d diannel-sur^ to^y is 
going to make a movie 
about it 40 years Som 
now. It win be as esoteric 
to young people then as 
radio is to young people 
now. " 

Radioland Murders, 
which was slammed by cri- 
tics, is a sitqjstick oomerfy 
combined with a murder 
mystety that takes place in 
a radio station during an 


all-star broadcast laun- 
ching a new network. 

**Tbis is very much in 
tbe mode of ISs Girl Fri- 
day or the Cary Grant 
screwball comedies, " 
Lacas said. **Also, we've 
thrown in a lot of tbe three 
sroqges. Jr’s a kind of 
sophisticated comedy lih» 
The Thin Man togethfir 
with tbe off-^e-waB com- 
edy of the Marx brothers. 
Plus some nostalgia about 
Ixgtime radio." 

Lacas said he studied to 
become an anropologist 
while a student at Mod- 
esto Junior College. **In 
American Graffiti, I 
wanted to show what tbe 
mating ritual of young 
people in the *50s was like, 
somedzm^ that was left 
belund in tbe '60s," be 
said. 
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**Here, I wanted to 
make a fSm about what 
tire magic of radio was in 
its perfod. Radio was big- 
ger than television today; 
it was more of a national 
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tve stm of Bal^aised 
the vaiioas enteitaimnent 
media, so sotiiih^ has tire 
same ktid of weigjit, un- 
less there is a national 
emergent^. ” 
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French mogul Rathe shaped Indian film-maker launches Asians 
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cinema’s first 100 years 


largest TV programme firm 


IfyJtAn FoUaiB 
Reuter 


t 
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PREVIE)/il 


^^France is edeb- 
CDzdsa’s first hun- 
yeaiswUbstar bilSng 
a baicbei^s son tunz^ 
I iDOgm/ aho bang tbe 
tr screen across tbe 

5c. ■ 

bur decades after bis 
it6, Haicb cinema 
neer Charles Pathe 
vbdBb^ adulation at d 
is exl^tition on an 
ne d&' juvdati^'m//- 
V and' burned out 
\y alNnne greats, 
are 19tb-centuiy gra- 
\boaes and piojectbis, 
j sUeat nims and 
of three dne- 
— from 1910, the 
^sadtoday — tell tbe 
f of his Patbe-Freres 


his autobiography. 

His be^nnings, like 
those of his breadwinner, 
were paiticalarty bumble. 
A prized item at tbe Cen- 
tre Pompidou eidiiltition is 
an 1894 register which 
names him among other 
pedlars at a Paris suburb 
*nnd. 

e is listed as a 
fdionogrsph-player, a Job 
be bit upon as more lucra- 
tive than the butcher's 
shop of his Aisatfafi pa- 
fojts after ai^xiimeatin^ 
cashier,' wasbiitg 
machine salesman and 
parrot tradesman in 
Buenos Aires. 



tpany bom a year af- 
zie h 
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Lumieie Brothers 
ated czaema in 1895. 
B also tbe story of tbe 
of fibs, fiom cheap 
•0181 in hmfyirs to to- 
; malti-mil&mMoUar 
ies. 

> tbe moustachioed 
e lumseif observed, 
modesty aside: 'T 
't invent diiema. bur / 
Omlised it. 

Vitb (the I^tbe Com- 
cmezna became a 
idabk activity, of in- 
f to buiidreds of mil- 
of human beings and 
og over billions of 
sayear, "be wrote in 


His Grst step as buddiu^ 
industrialist was to buy 
and resell Edisos ’s phono- 
graph record-player, and 
then to pirate his Idneto- 
soofte, which only ladced 
projection to be fuUy- 
Gedged cinema. 

He founded Pathe in 
1896 to esqtloit the inven- 
tion of the moving image 
by tbe Lumhre Brothers 
and Edison, and quickly 
widened its scope to chum 
out within a few months 
dozens of Sbns motklled 
on tbe first Lumiere 
foraj^. 

His Srst ttiferings cover 
a wide range — from slap- 
stick comedy to science 
and from romance to 
newsreels. 

Titillating erotic essays. 


tame by today's standards, 
indude a naked peasant 
girl struggling to look 
gr^Gil and reveal some- 
thing as she clutches a 
towel to berself and 
washes her feet simul- 
taneously. 

"These Srst Sims were 
made very qmddy, " said 
aebibition organiser Jac- 
ques Gerber. "Charles 
would cboose a lady, and 
then |p and Sim her him- 
self w a bath. It didn't 
'dike much:" ' ' ^ - 

Buoyed by early suc- 
cess, Pathe bought up or 
built dnemas, stuiUos and 
laboratories. He indus- 
trialised production of 
Sim equ^ment, projec- 
tors and equipment. 

His logo, a proud roos- 
ter, is stamped on com- 
pany stationery from 
Montevideo to Moscow. 
Old pbotograjBa on dis- 
play show reffments of 
workers making cameras 
and projectors as G on a 
vebide assembly-line. 

Pathe rated bis staff 
with an iron band, and bis 
desk bore a dry warning to 
visitors: "Your time is 
predous, so is mine. " 

"He was tbe vmrld's 
Srst industrialist of Sim. 
Nobody did as much as be 
did to spread dnema 
across ihe world," sa/d 
film historian Jacques 
Kermabon. 

He ^read tbe appeal 


S4] 


o 

of dnema beyond tbe fair- 
ground to the Imaigeoisie. 
The middle classes were 
worried about tbe vulgar 
image of dnema, and be 
reassured them that it was 
safe by using actors from 
the theatre and Siming 
classics," be said. 

_ Eatbe is partly to blame 
tor today's SIm-it-yourself 
borne video craze, patent- 
ing tbe Patbe-baby camera 
which turned bourgeois 
parents into directors 
' oventi^t, not always to 
• the dehgbt of relatives arid 
Siends. 

On show is the only 
model ever made of a 
solid silver mini-projector, 
tbe 1929 Patbe-kid which 
the magnate is thought to 
have commissioned for an 
illegitimate son. 

Other odds and ends 
indude the contract which 
sex symbol Biigitte Bar- 
dot signed at the age of 20, 
and tbe white ballgown of 
dummering silk Claudia 
Caidinale woreinlmcbi- 
no VisatnlTs 1963 "U Gat- 
■tapardo" (The Leopard). 

That dassic is among 
300 movies on show in a 
retrcxpective of tbe Pathe 
Srm's output which in- 
cludes Marcel Game's 
1945 Les Enfants Da Pa- 
radis and Fianco-Italian 
co-productions such as 
The Leopard and Feder- 
ico FelGnTs 1960 La Dolce 
Vita. 


By Pratap Cbakravarty 
Agence France Presse 


NEW DELHI ^ An Indi- 
an Glm-maker has laun- 
ched what the owners 
claim will be Asia's largest 
integrated TV software 
venture which aims to pro- 
duce 1,200 hours of prog- 
ramming each month and 
give foreign broadcasters 
a ran for their money. 

Subhash Ghai. whose 
Ghn “Khalnayak " (Vil- 
lain) turned into blockbus- 
ter after its star Sanja\\ 
Dun was arrested in con- 
nection with last year’s 
blasts in Bombay, said the 
venture would also raise a 
new generation of TV per- 
sonalities. 

Drishti. or Vision, will 
also fuel competition in 


India's sizzling entertain- 
ment industry and chal- 
lenge the Hong Kong- 
based Star Televisionls- 
successful Hindi-language 
channel called Zee TV. 
Ghai said. 

'About Glms I know. 
About television I will 
learn or innovafe," said 
that Glm.jnaker who has. 
some one dozen box- 
ofGce hits to bis credit in 
Bombay, India's Holly- 
wood. 

Ghai's 400 million 
rupe^ (S13 millhn) T^ 
software Gim plans iopriT 
duce 300 hours of soap 
operas, talk shows, games 
and serial every month 
during its Grst year of op- 
eration and IJlOO hours by 
the third year. 

The Drishti software 


will be produced in all of 
Inca's 25 languages. It 
will increase the number 
of telefilm productions 
from four in theGrstyear 
to eight in three years 
time, Ghai told a news 
conference. 

Drishti, partnered bv 
director Ghai, a TV GIm 
producer and a former 
Doordarshan cb/ef, also 
plans to extend in-house 
training to budding 
vaitistes and have a full- 
scale talent scouting wing. 

"We are^^^.,cpmmining.. 
ourselves to give others a 
run for their money. We 
will not imitate tbe Wesr 
but will compete with tbe 
West," Ghai said aGer 
launching Drishti, which 
he says is Asia's largest 
integrated TV programme 


firm. 

"The Indian market of 
900 million people is im- 
mense. " Ghai said and 
estimated that some 3,000 
hours of monthly prog- 
rammes would be soon 
required for the private 
broadcasters. 

"Who will feed them?" 
he added. 

"But our main aim 
would be to letain India's 
cultural heritage in our 
programnKs::^ said Anur- 
adba Prasad, Dri^ti's co- 
partner, adding tjif^t funds 
for tbe aympany will come 
from promoters from 
within the industry. 

At least 25 private tele- 
vision channels are Jost- 
ling with each other to 
beam satellite program- 
mes across the (Xtuntry, 


Broadway vet Elaine Stritch 


shines in Showboat 
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annesburg, 

5 Africa (AP) — 
i Africa's impover- 
biack majority needs 
sdtools, roads, 
•ft, a group of a^iir- 
•Wfors insists. 

It is a part of life and 
y acoessajy part of 
Tatnelo Mosa- 
' Pbotographer from 
to wAo studied in 
3nua this year as part 
Ptogrsmme to train 
• AGican curators. 
2S, iras among 
Afticans sent to 
jWed States, Europe 
in the pro- 
jytttoped by otyanis- 
" the JtAaiwcsburg 
an SS50,000 
! ®fts festiwi sebe- 
' oexr year. 

: a first for 

' « an ambi- 

P^ject iiKx^ned on 
phonal arts gather- 
sach countries as 
Senega/ 
Ibe trainees 
^ ^d art students, 
t^bbek-ue 

® Soutb Africa to 


Mosaka and the curator 
he studied with in Califor- 
nia, Lizzeta Lefelle Col- 
lins. are working to stage 
an exhibit for the biennale 
of the sculpture of two 
prom inent Am ericans, 
Betye Saar and John Out- 
terbridge, and South Afri- 
cans Ben Ntsusba and 

Moria Mabaso. 

Biennale coordinator 
Bongi Dhiomo-Maatloa 
said that once tbe exhibits 
are dismantled and the re- 
search papers read, she 
hopes the young curators 
will start museums in their 


own communities. 


Local museums demon- 
strafe "that the commun- 
ity has pride in its culture. 
We have got pride in our 
hearts, but we can't show 
anj^ebing to our children, 
she said. 


iv 


South Africa's black-ied 
govemmeof has pledged 
to ^)cnd bilUoas of dollars 
to improve conditions for 
blacks who were neglected 
by the old white minority 
government. The focus 
has been on physical 

needs. 


Bat Dblomo-MauUoa, a 
printmaker and curator, 
says developing art and 
artists is just as important. 

"A builder says bouses 
are most important. Doc- 
tors are saying health is 
most important. As an 
artist, because I know 
what GilGllment I get from 
making art and what Gil- 
Gllment a person gets 
from interacting with an 
art object, my point would 
be just as strong as that of 
a person who makes 
houses. 

“People who are prac- 
ticing l^w. We're going 
to have to Just put our foot 
down and say: You need 
this. 

“The largest pan of 
Johannesburg's popula- 
tion lixos in Soweto, and 
yet there are no museums 
in Soweto," she said. 

Mosaka said he was in- 
trigued to find museums in 
San Franeixo, Oakland 
and Los Angeles devoted 
to diGierent ethnic groups. 
He said similar museums 
in South Africa could help 
r:ommuniTies once sepa- 
rated by apartheid leans 


about each other. 

"Being a curator, you 
become a vocal chord for 
tbe artisr,” Mosaka said. 
“I felt there was a lack of 
black representation in 
tbe visual arts. There 
wasn 't anyone speaking 
for, trying to represent 
black artists to the main- 
stream. We'd always been 
represented by white 
'academics. " 

As a child growing up in 
a township near Johaimes- 
burg, Sgila Manuka re- 
members museums as 
being “out of reach" — 
sterile, hostile places for a 
black child who saw no- 
thing of bis own life on the 
walE. 

Mazibuko returned 
from his trip to Czechoslo- 
vakia as part of tbe cura- 
tor training programme 
with a vibrant idea of what 
a museum can be. 

"To show history — I 
think that's what a 
museum is all about. You 
would look and say, *oh, 
that’s how people lived in 
the past, here's how we 
live now, and tbere’s our 
future" be said. 


NEW YORK (AP) — 
Elaine Stritch, barking 
several “hello, sweeties" 
to smiling staffers, strides 
into one of her regular 
haunts in the theatre dis- 
trict and settles at a prime 
comer table. 

“You don't have any 
skim milk — that's why I 
have to be so tacky, " tbe 
actress explains to a 
hovering waitress as she 
unpacks her own evian 
bottle reGUed with milk 
and a plastic container of 
peacbes and bran. 

"This is breakfast, ” she 
saj^ with a>nviction, de- 
spite tbe fact that other 
diners are persuing lunch 
■menus. “Just bring me a 
cup of decaf coffee. ” 
Stritch has done things 
her own way, her own 
distinctive way, all her 
life. Not even the restric- 
tive diet, a atnsequence of 
her 15-year battle with di- 
abetes, has slowed her 
down. 

“My mother used to tell 
me, 'play a whore on the 
stage and be a convent girl 
off.' As / got older, I 
realised bow difficult that 
was because they get in 
each other's way, if you 
know what / mean . " she 
says with a laugh. 

Stritch is one of a hand- 
ful of triumphant musical- 
threatre ladies such as 
Gwen Verdon and Bar- 
bara Cook who made 
names for themselves on 
Broadway after World 
War II. In Stritrii's case, 
acclaim started with reviv- 
als of Pal Joey and On 
Your Toes continued with 
Noel Coward's Sail Away 
and reached legendary 
status when she sang The 
Ladies Who Lunch, 
Stephen Sondheim's acer- 
bic anthem to Manhattan 


matrons in Company. 

These days, she's lend- 
ing her formidable talent 
to Show Boat, the lavish 
revival of tbe Jerome 
Kem-Oscar Hammerstein 
musical that director 
Harold Prince fir^ did last 
year in Toronto. 

In it, she plays ^rtby 
Ann Hawks (“I just love 
her full name," Stritch 
purrs), the cantankerous 
wife of Cap'n Andy, own- 
er of the floating theatre 
palatx called the Cotton 
Blossom. Parthy always 
has been something of a 
footnote in Show boat, a 
character overshadowed 
by her husband, tbe two 
young lovers Magnolia 
and Gaylord, and Joe the 
Stevedore who sings 'Of 
Man River. 

Not so in tbe bands of 
Stritch. Prince has given 
her Why Do I Love You 
— one of the show’s best- 
known numbers and 
usually sung by tbe 
romantic couple — to 
croon as a lullaby to tbe 
woman's newborn grand-- 
daughter. 

Stritch snorts at tbe idea 
of Parthy as a small role. 

“Big actors playing 
small parts is a way of life 
in London, " she says ab- 
out a city where she lived 
and worked for 15 years. 
“You don't play a star 
part every time you do a 
show in the West End. 
English actors play the 
lead one day, then they 
play a wonderful character 
part, and nobody says 
they're slipping. 

“It does tax your under- 
standing. though, " Stritdi 
adds. "You can get used 
to making a grand entr- 
ance and coming down 
staircases with people 
pointing at you, and ^en 


in your next show, you 
come in tbe bad: door — 
and nobody knows you're 
any good until you leave. 
But I've always said I'd 
rather get a band exiting 
than entering." 

Stritch has done a lot of 
both in a topsy-turvy 
career that has bad its 
share of ups and downs. 
Her battle with alcoholism 

— she quit drinking seven 
years ago — and the death 
of her husband, actor 
John Bay, of a brain 
tumour in 1982, were two 
of the lowest points. They 
bad been married for nine 
years. 

'There were so many 
things I wanted to do in 
my life," she says. “At 
least being an actress 
allows me to experience 
them Gx>m a creative point 
of view. It's make-beUeve 
but that's what I deal in. 

“Sometimes that’s been 
a hardship because if you 
deal in make-believe all 
the time, it makes it a little 
difGcult to face reality. 
You get them mixed up. 
And I went and spent, six 
months in an atmosphere 
that I'm very at home at 

— a saloon." 

That was the mid-1960s 
when she took a Job mak- 
ing drinks at Elaine's, a 
popular East Side Water- 
ing bole that’s still around 
today. 

“I was a hell of .a bar- 
tender," Stritch rec^s. “I 
was like a cook who loves 
food. I adored booze and I 
knew bow to prepare it — 
and I knew bow to con- 
sume it. I spent a lot of my 
youth in saloons — and 
then I grew up and I 
closed the bar. You put 
away cbildi^ things — a 
little late but I did it. I'm 
dealing with more impor- 


tant things now than a dry 
martini stiaigbt up, and 
it's working out fine.” 
What brought her back 
to tbe theatre was tbe per- 
sistence of Jeff Barr, a 
persona] manager who 
“spoke so knowingly of 
me that I went right out of 
tbe bar that ni£jitand gave 
my notice to Elaine." 

Stritch started over 
again, doing a lot of sum- 
mer stock and five years 
later Company pat her 
back on the map. 

“Very few p^ple get 
that second chance," 
Stritch says. “Every oqce 
in a while I think abtmt 
bow lucky I was. There 
are not truer words 
spoken than, 'you never 
know how off you are 

until you’ve lost it.’ 
You've got to appreciate 
what you've got when 
you've got it." 

That’s why she relishes 
being on stage in Show 
Boat every night and 
working again for Prince, 
who directed her in Com- 
pany. 

“Parthy was a challenge 
to me and that challenge 
was to make her ffiUer 
than a crotchety, bosty 
lady with a tight corset on. 
Nobody's all one colour. 
God knows. I've found 
that out. 

“And Hal is a big-pic- 
ture director. He tbinl^ of 
tbe overall thing, how is 
tbe whole picture going to 
work. What he want^ 
Show Boat to be, rigjit 
fiom the very beginning, 
was a story about a family. 
And what does that do? 
That makes me, as tbe 
mother, the most impor- 
tant person in tbe play. 

“Gee, Dan Quayle 
would Jove this," she 
cackles. 
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GENEVA (R) — A group 
of experts in genetic en- 
gineering call^ on the 
World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) to approve 
the widespread introduc- 
tion of safe/; more effec- 
tive genetic vaccines. 

A three-day meeting of 
vaccine researchers, 
biologists, regulators and 
public health officials con- 
cluded that, two decades 
into the genetic revolu- 
tion, there was no reason 
to fear genetically-en- 
gineered products. 

Tbrou^ its *^expanded 
programme of immujusa- 




Eight for 




don,'” which began in 
1974, the U.N. health 
agency has already en- 
sured that 80 per cent of 
dre world's children are 
immunised against the six 
most common childhood 
diseases. 

But for vanous reasons, 
including cost, die remain- 
ing Gfth are sdU not vac- 
cinated and eight million 
people die every year 
from other diseases for 
which no effective long- 
lasting vacdnes are wid^y 
available. 

**Cenetic engmcering is 
not some frightening 


evil, '* said Professor Fran- 
cois Jacob, a Nobel Medi- 
cine Prize wiimer from the 
Pasteur Institute in Paris. 
‘'Scientists are £be Grst to 
say that care mast be 
taken. ” 

The meeting was called 
by WHO Director-Gener- 
al Hiiosbi Nakajima for 
advice on what he should 
tell We WHO^s 198 mem- 
ber states regarding new 
vaccines derived from 
biotechnology — the man- 
ipulation of genes — 
rather than blow or tissue . 
cultures. 

The chairman of the 


meeting, Australian Sir 
Gustav Nossal, told a 
news conference that the 
experts had reached an 
“overwhelming consen- 
sus” that the new products 
were safe. / 

“Our advice to the 
director-general will be 
that there is no need for 

special regulatinnv or cpe- 

ci^ legi^ation to cover 
products that are coming 
hpm these newer technologies 
because in principle &ey 
have DO ffisadvantages- 
over the vaccines that are 
conventionally grown in 
niltaxes or in artifi- 


dai media,” Sir Gustav 
said. 

He said it bad become 
quite clear that these pro- 
ducts “are safer, they are 
more repiodudble batdi- 
to-batcb. and in some inst- 
ances could even be de- 
scribed as cheaper than 
the conventional vacdnes 
made ffom other means. 

In their ultimate form, 
genetica lly-engin eered 
vacdnes could involve just 
one injection of a minute 
amount of the genetic, 
building block DNA that 
could afford long-term, 
effective protection 


against a dutch of dis- 
eases. 

That kind of oae-stt^ 
mirade vaccine is some 
way off, Zioivever, and in 
the meantime sdentKts 
me e^er to have other 
genetic vacdnes put into 
wide^read use. 

Sir Gustav said some 
engineered vacdnes were 
already establ^ed. The 
worldwide introduction of 
one for Hepatitis-B, for 
example, was only being 
delayed by (X)st. 

Otiier ^neCrc vacdnes 
that could soon be in mass 
production indude at least 


one for cholera — 
which the current conven- 
tional vaedne is unreliable 
— and for diairboeal dis- 
eases that are a great killer 
in the Third World. 

Another conventional 
vaedne that could find it- 
self ^planted is that for 
pertussis or whooping 
cough. The current vac- 
cine produces dan^rous 
side effects in about one in 
2,000 children," Sir 

Gustav said. 

The only disease for 
which no genetic is in sight 
is AIDS, largely because 
sdentists are still not sure 


exactly how the 

Actions, experts Said. 

With such vacdnes <aJc- 
ing 10 years of research 
and costing an average of 
$2(X) million to to 
the market, the main 
obstade ro their mtroduc- 
tion is cost. 

The Geneva meeting 
did not Unger on the ethic- 
al issues raised by Inote^- 
nology, said Sir Gustav. 
Although some fbcets of 
genetic engineering reused 
ethical questions, the 
creation of life-saving vac- 
cines generally did not 


Eye drops may diagnose Alzheimer^s disease — researchers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A simple test udng eye 
drops may identify pa- 
tients wi^ Alzheimers 
disease, a brain-des- 
troying disorder now di- 
.agnosed with ceitalnfy 
<^y affer death. 

Although medical sden- 
' ce nofv has little w offer 
-Alzheimer's patients, 
Huntington Potter of the 
Harvard Medical School 
said the test could be im- 
portant when new drugs 
for the disease are de- 
veloped. He said the test 
would make an early di- 
' agnosis possible, enabling 


patients - to plan, while 
they are still able, for tire 
inevitable loss of mental 
ability. 

jResea/rhers at Brigham 
and Women's Hospital in 
Boston and at Harvard 
report that an eye drop 
drag called Tropicamide 
causes the pupm in the 
eyes of Alzheimer's pa- 
tients to dilate about fyur 
times more readily than 
those of patients without 
the brain d^ease. 

Dr. Potter said that 
Alzheimer's disease pa- 
tients are so sensf&Ve to 
Tropicamide that their 


pupils will change by ab- 
out 23.4 f^r cent, while 
patients without Alzheim- 
er's have only a 5 per cent 
change. 

Tropicanude is the drag 
that ophthalmologists 
routinely use to dilate 
pupils during eye exams. 
Its effects last only brietiy. 
When used for the 
Alzheimer's test, the drag 
is dilated to about one per 
cent of the concentration 
used in eye tests. 

Alzheimer's disease 
progressively destroys the 
brain, wiping out mem- 
ory, tboi^t and the con- 


trol of body functions. 
The disease strikes about 
10 per cent of the popula- 
tion over the age of 65 and 
currently affects about 20 
million people worldwide. 

Dr. Potter, senior au- 
thor of a stuety publ^bed 
in the journal ^ence, ori- 
ginated the idea of using 
Tropicamide .to test for 
Alzheimer's after noting 
that pad'enis with Down 
^ndrome were highly 
sensitive to the drag. 

Down syndrome is an 
inherited disorder that 
causes mental retardation. 
Down patients after the 


age of 30 often develop 
the same brain lesions arid 
dementia symptoms that 
are characteristic of 
Alzheimer's disease. Dr. 
Potter reasoned that if 
Down patients were 
hypersensitive to Tropica- 
mide, then Alzheimer's 
patients may be also. 

The research at 
Brigham and Women's 
Hospital involved S8 pa- 
tients, 19 already di- 
agnosed as probable 
Alzheimer's victims, 32 
with no ^mptona of the 
disease, four with other 
types of dementia and 


three with other disorders. 

Using the eye test, the 
researchers were able to 
correctly identify 18 of the 
19 probable Alzheimer's 
patients. 

Dr. Fetter said the eye 
test identiffed one patient, 
as ptxitive for Alzheim- 
er's, but he exhibited none 
of the symptoms when 
tested by other methods. 
It was counted as a false 
positive. 

But 10 mouths later the 
patient was retested. Dr. 
Potter said that the eye 
test was again positive 
and, this time, other tests 


showed there was a loss of 
memory and concentra- 
tion characteristic of 
Alzheimer's. 

Thus, said Dr. Potter, 
the eye test may be able to 
detect the disease long be- 
fore symptoms appear. 

Dr. Potter said the eye 
drop technique mast be 
tested on hundreds of pa- 
tients around the world 
before its accuracy can be 
conSrmed. He said it will 
be at least two years be- 
fore the test could become 
available. 

Only one drug. Tacrine, 
has b^n ^prov^ to treat 


Alzheimer s, and even it is 
of only limited value to 
some patients. 

However, better drugs 
are now being tested. 
Potter said, and it will be 
vital to quickly identify 
patients who can beneSt 
ffom the dnigs. 

“Of the potential drugs 
now undergoing clini^ 
trials, none will be able to 
reverse Alzheimer’s, but 
they will halt the profes- 
sion,'' he said. “So it is 
very important to identify 
patients prior to any 
cognitive decline.” 


AIDS summit accord to back condoms, clean syringes 


By Irwin AriefT 

Reuter 

PARIS — An AIDS sum- 
mit set next month in Paris 
is expected to produce a 
42-nation accord urging 
condom use and sterile 
syringe distribution as part 
of a new global drive 
afinst the deadly infec- 
tion, organisers said 
Tuesday. 

“We are in the process 
of changing attitudes,” 
said Doctor Bernard De- 
bre. summit coordinator, 
describing the agreement 
to be signed by senior 


offidals of 42 nations on 
Dec. 1 as “an extremely 
strong document.” 

Preparations for the 
summit, hosted by France 
and the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), 
have been underway for 
the past year. Dr. Dubre 
and WHO summit coordi- 
nator Dr. Olivier Brasseur 
told reporters. 

A draff of the final sum- 
mit accord, completed in 
late October, has been 
agreed in advance by rep- 
resentatives of all partici- 
pating nations, they said. 

Many nations in the 


past opposed distribution 
of sterile syringes on de-, 
mand to combat AIDS, 
arguing that this encour- 
aged drug abuse. 

Debate over condoms 
nearly derailed a United 
Nations Population Con- 
ference in Cairo in 
September, when the 
Vatican and some Muslim 
nations joined forces to 
battle a conlerence report 
dealing with the touchy, 
stibjeep of family plan-.. 

nmg and abortion. 

Bat even the predomi- 
n^tly Catholic and Mus- 
lim nations attending the 


Paris AIDS summit have 
agreed to accept the en- 
dorsement of condom use 
to battie AIDS, WHO and 
French offidals said. 

• The Vatican concluded 
■in Cairo that while it 
oppt^d condom use for 
ffatiUy planning, it did not 
object to their use for disr- 
ease pre veh tion , one 
WHO offidal said. 

Coming into the draff- 
ing .meetings, vfhich took 
. ,plaqe, m Geneva and Paris, 
in. September and Octo- 
'"ber: participant were ffill 
of dread about con- 
troversy. Dr. Debre said. 
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ITS YOUR MOVE 
By Robert Musson 
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90 Boris ol die ooiata 

91 Tian urate 

93 RuMMh 

94 Briar EM 

95 Moves earaluly 

96 ScTuttniza 

97 R^of agr6 
96 antanama 

99 MtNum 

101 Epopaa. eg. 

102 Roofodge 

103 LOCuoLa.^ 
lOSPlidc 

106 Card game 

100 Hoterooli 

109“ 

Rosamovahar* 
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Diagramless 21 x 21 
By Roger Coburn 


■ ACROSS 

1 PoTflr ■ 

• 4 Shbirty 

8 eoUda 

‘7 'Sri iO 

irunv 

9 CyiT 

12 Save tar Muro 
uao 

15 Wan 

18 GiMinanbor 

19 Concada 

21 Moior O' Mirier 
Stan 

DOWN 

1 T>wi viawDv 
Z LikeanoRlvvaman 
3 7AtuS 

5 Sack of tlia nach 
B 

9 Hospsai aiaas 
10 Wtomaium wofd 
ff Appic^ch 

13 RoOuSi 
antfiuDiaam 

14 Happening 


22 Tcrvaarie tho 
wutfi 

23 Harbviger 

24 RogimonlOi^ 

25 moms 
28 Amieiy 
28 Seems Of 

20 Famfyor 
ahooand 

30 Rasponea abPr 

31 Fitfi with along 

snout 


10 Ocon 
10 RomamicaSy 
sen em ental 

17 Jotavenel 

18 Lecti meroiof 

20 Gd^jp-ertf-ge 

22 Bridge 

34 

2 S Resort wSh 

msictal spnnpi 


32 LoBCis lor a 
nurna 

35 Tenapertoda 
ataPr 

36 SidOum sound 

37 Thai girt 
40 {JtkM 

42 Work wry Two 
44 Drmfc ofinapods 

46 Seisn’emitau 

47 Pia 
49 Forum 

Oannenj 


Z7 Bm^up 

33 Being ttia only 
rornMning 

34 Dciiauds 

38 

39 Le^moPer 
41 Pioiieu 

airptena 

43 P«vsianUla 

43 volcano ARM 

44 Mean 


52 S ba it UH» cn-_ 

53 Qu«l 

54 Shaip ut ^d ng 
aound 

55 ^ofGBS 

56 OMonwOfO 

57 ConsMuanl pari 
01 EomaigB 
52RaMi 

63 CatamiDus 

64 Aswwga 

65 Alter 
eMpensas 


45 Repeal 
47 Vecaal 
4B Food fish 

50 ^geia ei 

Katomasoo” 

51 Sepians 

56 ThofougNaie 
SB Constnicied 
58 Heeihiveonon 
LaaeCs^A 

80 Osiaeikrans 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEE^ PUZZLE 




Laet W«ok*a C ry p Co Bram a 

1. Whep de«d ieurma leave my treee, at arriral of autuauit I 
would rather leave leaves where they Call. 

2. In aBonyg afaoddily shod lEtoroughbred tore looee and ran 
rouffhahad around etabla gfrounda. 

3- Zeppelin pilot fights monptroua headwind. Blown aeroaa 
time aone. be landa baekwarda a ha£f honr befbre takine 
ofX. 

4. Patienta bewarel Clownlah, comic eurgeona might be real 
ent>npa. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

I-CW6 ZWITLS "PEEP GYPS’ AL P80EDABK 
DYOW DEIS TZG HAOW STOW PAK R5H 
1.ST1.ER. Ed Hndtflaeoa 

3. BI.ORTRY ME YSTUGUCDD HCI.KJCOD: 

ACBLOC* KJTUFOCR DJE8UF AC DCCR LBF 
JCOFCP. — Bir AdamChriatopher 

3. ETB RDQ4ATE AYMISTJ lUCTW UE YB 

JTQTTL 0W UMSTJ MTHC LYQQW KHWTW 
BYMS JDEBTJW. — B^Earl Irelud 

4. NGCEVC OLUJS FLUAYl AY ClPPGP BCEBEE 
'SWaYNZ web LTS ZOWEBZ ENEPIPI 1.0 

OLFLAALY PELE. ^ By Duane H. MeGofff 


n 

Q 

Q 

□ 

B 

Q1 

□ 

£1 

D 


nr?nrfl6 


[a ltilalsl 


“Don't talk about sex. 
Never condoms? Oh, 
please no” be smd they 
howled. 

But by the end of the 
drafting process, “it was 
very dramatic in the way 
that the representatives 
accepted the need for con- 
doms and education, '' said 
another offidal. 

The Pans AIDS Sum- 
mit will be the fust to 
focus on political leaders 
rather - than researchers. 


health care workers and 
patients, the oiganisers 
said. 

They became convinced 
over a year ago that an 
international political 
mobilisation was needed 
at the highest levels to 
complement research, 
care and prevention 
efforts. 

“AIDS will either be 
conquered everywhere or 
nowhere at all,” organis- 
ers said in a statement. 


The draff agreement to 
be signed on Dec. 1 for- 
mally recognises the mag- 
nitude of the AIDS 
epic^mic and set out a 
series of ^‘concrete inter- 
national initiatives” to 
battle it induding the dis- 
tribution of sterile syring- 
es and condom use, offi- 
dals said. 

The draff also calls for 
eliminating AIDS trans- 
mission via tainted blood 
transfusions and blood 


products, greater globa 
cooperation on develop 
ment of an AIDS vacdm 
and special efforts to pro- 
tect and care for infectec 
women and children, they 
said. 

More than 16 million 
people worldwide are novt 
infected with the AIDS 
virus and some 6.000 new 
infections occur every 

day, world health offidals 
say. 


TTH’ 


Scientists find gene 
governing HiV reproduction 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
Id a dffcovery that opens a 
new line of research for 
dru^ to tight AIDS, sd- 
entists reported tinding a 
gene governing reproduce 
tion of the HIV virus that 
causes that deadly disease. 

Writing in the current 
Proceedings of the 
Nationd Academy of Sci- 
ences, Universify of Perm- 
sylvania sdentists said the 
gene makes a protem that 
triers reproduction of 
HTV, wbidi can lie dor- 
mant iJ7 the body for 
years. 

Antibodies to tlx pro- 
tein were able to neutral- 
ise it in laboratory, 
sugges ting m e dicin es 
could be dewloped that 
will do the same. 

“It gives us a new target 
for <^g development... 
now it's our responsibility 
to make them," said 
David Weiner, an assis- 
tant professor of patholo- 
gy and laboratory medi- 
cine at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Two students working 
in Dr. Weiner’s lab — 
David Levy and Yosef J?e- 
&eh' — were the prindpai 
authors of the study and 
Dr. Weiner was list^ as a 
co-author. 

The gene is a portion of 
the human inununorhS- 


dency virus (HIV) and ff 
ImowD as “VTR” for tlx 
protein — called a “viron- 
assodated juotein '* . — it 
produces. 

The protein ff shed by 
the virus and miters the 
blood of persons infected 
with HTV. Tlx gene was 
&at ideati^d in 1^7, but 
its role was previously un- 
known. 

A partiailar promise of 
medidnes baxd on in- 
habiting the activity of 
VPR is that tlx protein ff 
jxt^ prone to mutatirms, 
which have hampered the 
effectiveness of other anti- 
An^ medicatim^ sudi as 
AZT, Dr. Weiner said. 

'Tt doesn't change very 
much, so unlike some of 
the other targets which 
change rapidly, VPR... 
'should not be able to 
escape drug intervention 
so easily, ” he said. 

He said bis laboratory 
was investigating possible 
substances thsit would in- 
hibit VPR, but such work 
was likely to be widely 
mqilored by other resear- 
chers as wdl. 

Dr. Weiner said his 
grotqi initially found that 
when a laboratory-made 
VPR protem was added to 
dormant HIV-infected 
cells, the cells became 
high producers of the 


Thoughts For This Week 


The philosophies of one age have became the 
absurdities of the next, and the foolishness of 
yesterday has become the wisdom of tomorrow — Sir 
WBUam Os/er, Canadian phyddan and educator 

(18^1991). 

To think ff to speak low. To ^xak ff to think aloud 
— F. Max Moel^, German philologist (1823-1900), 

The strongest are those who renounce their own 
times and become a living part of those yet to come. 
The strongest, and the rarest — MHovaa DjUas, 
Yugoslav author and poUtidan. 

0 

There are different kinds of wrong. The people 
sinned ag^st are not always the best — Ihusx Ivy 
Comptoa-Bamdtf Hn^gizsh audior (1992-1969), 


virus. - **It (VPR) re- 
versed latency, "be saklin 
a tehpbone interview. 

The researchers then 
conSrrrxd the protein was 
present in the blood of 
HIV infected patients, ex- 
isted in higher amounts 
among patients with se- 
vere HiV mfections, and 
stimulated reproduction 
of the virus. 

Furthermore, antibo- 
dies to tlx protein were 
able to inhibit its fiinctroso. 

Dr. Werner said one 
theory about the progress 
of inv infections ff that 
the VPR protein may exist 


lit high enough conce 
tions in viral “hot ^ 
in the body's lymph i 
to overwhelm anti 
defence and keep the 
reprodudng. 

£ventuaSy, as levt 
the virus in the ij 
nodes grow, the 
could ^read tbrougl 
blood in concentra 
iMjgh enough to fue 
rapid proliferatioi 

inv. 

The published s 
said the protein also 
(day a role in HIV's ei 
on the immune systen 
rxuTologjcal system 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. No, the surname should be added to the tit 

2. The prospective bridegroom. 

3. Bread, cracireis. olives. Candy, raw fruits s 

pickles, and com on the cob. ’ 

4. No. he should walk on the outside, or street s 
1 5. No. 

6. No. 

7. Yes. 

8. She may do so. 

9. No. ith a compliment to the hostess or cook tc 

everything on the plate. ^ 

10. It is not. 



PIN 


TOLD 


^ -A- Tk ilr 

(B) 43yearsold.AddtheprodmnoflSan 

of 15 and 14; divide result by the 
between 29 and 14. ^ 
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Kuwait ready to deal with 
Israel, not for talks with Iraq 


KUWAIT CrrY (Agencies) 
^ Kuwait has said it was 
ArepaFed to deal with Israel 
but niledouc dialogue with 
Iraq, its Arab neighbour 
, whi» invaded the enurate in 
1990. 

Lifting the direct Arab 
nade bo^noott of Israel was 
‘‘just a matter of time,” In- 
. .fonnation Minister Saud Nas- 
ser A1 Sabah said in a news- 
. paper reports published here 
.Wednesday. 

“The existence of Israel 
has become a fact,” and “as 
long as our security and sta- 
bili^ are linked to the United 
States and its interests, it is 
only natural to be linked with 
Israel, America's ally,” he 
added. 

“Arab countries must take 
a collective decision to deal 
with Israel before beine 
forced to do so,” he addecL 

The six Gulf Arab monar- 
chies have lifted an indirect 
boycott of Israel ^ a ban on 
direct trade remains in place. 
^*This decision is the Arab 
■League's concern said 
■Sheiw Saud. 

“I want to make it clear 
that lifting the boycott of 
has become a matter of 
ume after the bilateral reoog- 
'.nitions between Israel and 
die Arab parties in the strug- 
gle,” Sheikh Saud said, 
according to the pro- 


government A1 Anba daily. 

Arab states had forbidden 
dealings vrith Israel since its 
creation in 1948. The Arab 
League established the 
Damascus-based boycott 
office in May 1951, to moni- 
tor the ban. 

All eranomic contacts with 
the Jewish state were banned 
and companies whicb had 
dealings with it were black- 
listed in the Arab Worid. 

Kuwait and its partners in 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
ol — &udi Arabia, Qatar, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Oman — have 
dropped the secondary 
boycott rules related to 
blacklisting foreign firms. 

But the six oil-rich nations 
have said they would con- 
tinue to prohiUt direct deal- 
ings with Israel until it has 
resolved its disputes with its 
immediate Arab neighbours. 

Sheikh Saudi's remarks, 
however, indicated that 
.Kuwait did not plan to wait 
indefinitely before taking 
other steps whicb would help 
end IsTaef's politick and 
commercial isolation in die 
Middle East. 

The United States and 
some of its Western allies 
have been pushing the Arabs 
to abandon the embargo as a 
goodwill gesture that would 
help push forward the peace 


process. 

“The existence of Israel is 
a fact,” Sheikh Sand told A1 
Anba. “Our security and sta- 
bility are connected to the' 
United States and Britain and 
our imerests fie in tightening 
our ties with them.” 

Turning to Iraq, he said: 
“We ref^ all contact, of 
whatever Idnd, with the pre- 
sent regime in place in Iraq 
and we have no intention of 
having any contact.” 

He welcomed Monday’s 
renewal of the U.N. sanc- 
tions in force against Iraq 
since the invasion of August 
1990. 

“We have ex^dained our 
clear stand to all allied and 
friendly countries stating that 
the Iraqi reopgnition of Re- 
solution 833 is only a simple 
pan of the international de- 
mands which have to be ful- 
filled,” said the minister. 

He described Inq's recog- 
nition of Kuwait last week, in 
line vntfa the U.N. Security 
Council resolution, as no- 
thing more than “theatrics” 
and noted that the two coun- 
tries had had diplomatic rela- 
tions and embassies for 30 
years. 

“We are dealing with a 
regiine that does not recog- 
nise international law and has 
no commitment to treaties,” 
said Shmkh Saud. 


Amnesty voices concern on 
increased hangings in Syria 


NICOSIA (AP) — Amnesty 
International said Wednes- 
day it was greatly concerned 
ab^ an apparent increase in 
executions in Syria last year 
and a lack of fair trial in 
deadi-penalty cases. 

The group, in a news re- 
lease ^o reiterated its long- 
standing concern about the 
cases of thousands of politic- 
al prisoners in Syrian prisons, 
sdtae of them jailed for more 
I than 20 years. 

' > The statement came after 
visit to Syria by a 
-.d^^tkm from ^ the Nobel 
'^B^nning group fVMMalks 
uout human righ^ with 
-li^h-level officials. Amn e s ty 
stin have visited the country 
in the past, but usually met 
with lower-level officials. 

At least 14 people were 
reported to have* been ex- 
ecuted in 1993, said Amnes- 
ty^ Kamal Samari. (X these, 
nine were convicted of rape 
or murder and five were ex- 
ecuted for setting fire to a 
nison in March 1993, killing 
51 inmates. 

. There were two executions 
id 1992. So far in 1994. two 
executions have been re- 
ported, Amnesty said. Some 
executions gp unreported or 
-are not known until some 
time later. 

Id the prison-arson case, 
“wc Think the speed with 
whicJi the five were tried and 
executed may have under- 
mined the international safe- 


guards required in the these 
cases,” Mr. Samari told the 
Associated Press. 

State-run news media said 
at the time that foe five were 
hanged after being convicted 
on charges of torching the 
prison in a vain ^ effort to 
cover up a drug^-distribution 
ring they ran inside the facil- 
ity, which houses common 
errminais. 

Executions in Syria are 
usually carried out by hang- 
ing. 

Syria also has introduced a 
new law extenfong the death 
penalty to first-time, drug 
ofienS^ 'Amnesty ' panted 
out ih its news release, whidi 
coincided with the 24ch 
anniversary Wednesday of 
President Hafez AI Assad's 
rise to power. 

“Amnesty latemational is 
greatly concerned about the 
new law, foe apparent in- 
crease in the number of ex- 
ecutions in 1993, and the lack 
of fair in capital cases.” 
foe organisation said. 

During its trip to Syria last 
month, foe Amnesty delega- 
tion held the “first ever sub- 
stantive talks with Syrian au- 
thorities covering all its hu- 
man rights concerns” and cal- 
led for “ending violations in 
the county.” 

The visitors met with the 
ministers of interior, justice 
and health as well as the 
president of the state security 
court and other senior 


judges. . 

Syrian officials “gave an 
undertaking to look into the 
dossier submitted by Amnes- 
ty International and respond 
to the issues and cases raised 
by the organization," 
Amnesty said in its state- 
mem. 

Amnesty described as 
“positive” Syria’s release of 
thousands of political prison- 
ers since 1991 . but smd there 
had been little progress made 
in reviewing foe cases of 
others, some of whom have 
been jailed for more than two 
decades. 

Amnesty said tEiai during 
its visit, the delegation raised 
the cases of more timn a 
thousand people, including: 

— Prisoners detained with- 
out trial; 

— Unfair trials; 

— Prisoneres held even 
after expiry of their sentence; 

— Tenure allegations; 

— The cases of people who 
simply “disappeared." 

TTie numter of political 
prisoners in Syria runs in foe 
thousands. Amnesty says, 
conceding that an exact fi- 
gure is impossible to obtain 
under current circomstances. 

of the longest- 
standing political prisoners in 
Syria are top politicians who 
were jailed after Mr. Assad's 
bloodless coup in 1970. He 
has gradually been ordering 
their release, often for health 
reasons. 


U.N. says Iraqi move significant 


Sfiida 

“Saddam’s tower" in 
Baghdad is billed as the tal- 
lest in the Middle East. The 
diimes of the Baj^dad clock 
now be heard up to five 
kilometres away. 

There is also a two-level 
bridge, foe first of its kind in 
Iraq, and tire government has 
unveiled plans for what it 
says win oe foe largest mos- 
que in the history of Islam. 

President Saddam said he 
^ deiemnned to continue 
his construction drive, with 
or without foreign currency. 


Anytiiing that rose above 
foe sroond in Iraq terrified 
the United States because it 




showed Iraq was steadfast 
desmfo the sanctions, he said. 

”^e (Americans and 
Zionists) would like to see 
Iraqis... disap^nted. fius- 
trated, mourning and crying 
twer d^His and ruins,” he 

said. 

■ 

“This is a standard of con- 
duct for those who are bank- 
rupt of didKsation and cul- 
ture. Is this the standard of a 
^peipower? Is this how it 
should behave?" 

Malaysia on Wednesday 
demanefcd that the Security 
Council life economic sanc- 
against Bajfodad and 
«op “torturing” the Iraqis. 

“To torture the Iraqis until 
They bring down (President) 
Saddam is to me most un- 
fair," Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad told re- 
porters. 

^. Mr. Mahathir, speaking on 
^ return home from an in- 
mimal summit of Asia- 
^^cific Economic Coopera- 


(Continned from page 1) 

tion forum leaders in Indone- 
sia, said the Iraqis had suf- 
fer^ enough from the sanc- 
tions. 

Mr. Mahathir added chat if 
Security Council members 
wanted'President Saddam re- 
moved *’let them do it.” 

“It is no point blaming 
Saddam for foe sufierines of 
the Iraqis when l^ghdad has 
simwn Its willingriess to rec- 
ognise Kuwait," Mr. 
Mahathir said. 

Russia criticised Washing- 
ton on Tuesday for its reluct- 
ance to ease the sanctions 
against Iraq, saying the U.S. 
stance reflected domestic 
political factors. 

“Some countries take a 
poatiou wluch is summed up 
by the words ‘everythin or 
nothing’,” said senior I%re- 
im Ministry official Vladimir 
Gu^v in a reference to foe 
United States. 

“We think such tactics are 
dictated by internal potiti^ 
considerations of certain 
countries and has nothing in 
common with maintaining 
security in foe Persian Gulf,* 
he told a news- briefing. “It 
could lead the situation mto a 
dead end.” 

Mr. Gudev, first deputy 
head of the ministry's Middte 
East Department, su'd Mos- 
cow hoped to oonrince the 
United States to change its 
position. 

Moscow worries that 
sweeping R^ublican Party 
clecforal gains eafoer this 
month, which gave it control 
over lx>fo houses of Con- 
gress, mi^t persuade Prea- 


American couples find babies in eastern Europe 


By KendaU J. Wills 

The Assodated Press 

NEW YORK — Instinct 

took over. 

Robert Kiggins stood in a 
small, spare room at Mos- 
cow’s hc^ital No. 13, hold- 
ing for the first time a 
blond-haired, blue-eyed S- 
month-old Iwy. And he 
knew that a long search 
across two continents bad 
finally delivered to him a 
son. 

That summer day, Mr. 
Kiggins and his wife, Austa 
Devlin, met Alexander 
James Kiggins. Robert and 
Austa are Americans, Ale- 
xander James is Russian. 

“We bad been holdix^ 
him and walking around 
with him and he was getting 
a little drowsy,” Mr. Kig- 
^ns says. “So I did what 
came naturally — I sang a 
lullaby, foe same lull^y 
sung to me when I was 
young, and he went to 
sleep.” 

Their private journey 
matdied the childless cou- 
ple with a Russian boy 
whose mother wanted to 
g^ve him away. Today, io- 
creasing numbers of Amer- 
ican couples are following 
the same path to foe former 
communist country. 

Fueling the demand is the 
shortage in the United 
States of healthy, white 
babies. A newly opened 
Ru^ia provide a ready 
source of onifaaned and 
abandoned in^ts. 

The boom has been pick- 
ing up speed since Oct. 
1991, when Russia began 
relaxing its regulations gov- 
erning foreign adoptions. 
More than 1,700 Americans 
adopted children in Russia 
in foe fiist 2 years, and 
the pace of Russian adop- 
tions is incxearing this year. 

Despite Moscow’s sti- 
pulations that only nonetfa- 
nic Rnsrians with minor to 
severe developmental prob- 
lems may be adopted by 
foreigners, many healthy 
babies are being brought 
out of Russia, eifoer be- 
cause Russian doctors kno- 
wingly falsify documents or 
because m^ical problems 
foal ate caal^ conectible in 
foe West are judged serious 
by Russian standards, says 
Barbara 21en, a spokes- 
wonms for foe New York 
Adoptive Parents Com- 
mittee. 

Decisions to adopt from 
Russia follow a lo^cal 


progression, says Felicia 
Van direcxor of In- 

ternational Adoption at 
Spence-Chapin, foe New 
Yoik agency u^ by Mr. 
Ki^lns and Ms. Devlin. 

"The first urge of many 
coi^K is to have their own 
biological <^ld,” she says, 
“^foen they consider adop- 
tion, they foinfc of adopting 
domestic^y, and they find 
out bow bt^ it is. Tten 
they look internationally, 
where many move very 
juppily into propammes of 
intenradal adoption. 

“But for many others, it 
is important to them that 
foe children at least look 
iJke them physically. If chat 
is a priority, they look to 
Eastern Europe.” 

Because of Moscow's res- 
trictions, some couples pre- 
fer to look to othCT coun- 
tries. But for those couples 
Spenoe^Chapin has sent to 
Russia, ail have come back 
with babies, Ms. Van 
Praagh says. 

Another teige adoption 
a^ncy. Holt tuceinatiODal 
Qiildren’s Service, has had 
similar success. Couples 
sometimes drop out of the 
Russia programme, says 
Suzanne Llc^, programme 
assistant for Russian Adop- 
tions, either because 
women becomme pregnant 
udiile waiting for a mat^ or 
because focy opt for other 
Holt programmes vfoere hi- 
fents are more reafoly avail- 
able. 

Ms. Deriin and Mr. Kg- 
gins are typical of many 
couples. In their mid-40s 
and married for nine years, 
they had trouble con- 
ceiving. 

“We always knew we 
were open to adoption,” 
Ms. D^lin says. So they 
tried first to arrange a pri- 
vate adoption in the Umted 
States by placing newspaper 
ads. Despite setbacks, they 
came dose several times 
during foe year and a half 
they sought a baby in 
America. 

**You get all kinds of 
scams, including people 
who wanted $5,000 up 
front. But even if people 
who call are sincere, the 
women who are pregnant 
sometimes decide; for 
whatever reason, not to 
give up foe baby," Ms. De- 
vlin says. “It’s understand- 
able for them. But it was 
heartbreaking for us.” 

Finally, in ^te November 
1993, ttwy attended an in- 


8 executives attend PLO meeting 

(Cootmued frtHn page 1} Palestinian ^nts were 


dent Bill Clinton to alter his 
foreign policy. 

Russia said last week that 
Washington’s refusal to en- 
force foe international anns 
embargo against Bosnian 
Muslims was trjg^red by foe 
Democratic president’s de- 
sire to ^pease foe Republi- 
can legislature. 

Russia advocates graduala- 
ly lifting the sanctions im- 
posed against Iraq. 

Moscow believes that Iraq 
has. done mudi to meet foe 
conditions set ^ foe United 
Nations for lifting sanctions. 

The Security Council de- 
bate Monday had “shown 
positive elements but could ‘ 
have been much better,” Mr. 
Gudev said. 

TTie official said it was “dif- 
ficult to imagine” a situation 
in which Moscow and 
Washington had a common 
point of view on the Gulf 
“where our two countries 
have their own interests,” 
though he stressed that t^ 
did not mean foe stuation 
was deadlocked. 

9 

The recognition of Kuwait 
is ’‘the first stone in achieving 
a settlement of foe regional 
issue in its entirety,” Mr. 
Gudev said. “In this perspec- 
tive, we believe the Security 
Council must respond pc»i- 
tively, or we risk a loss of the 
impetiu” provided by Bagh- 
dad’s initiative. 

“Of couise foe recc^mtion 
of Kuwait does not rule out 
putting pressure on Iraq, not- 
ably in foe field of disiunna- 
ment” as required by U.N. 
resolutions, tw added. 


Palestinian National Author- 
ity on every piece of territory 
ttet foe Isruli enemy witi^ 
drew from,” 

He qmckly corrected him- 
self, saying “which the 
Israelis withdrew from.” 

Israeli Police Minister 
Mosbe Sbahal said Wednes- 
day he had ordered a new 
inquixy into foe activities of 
Palestinian securi^ agents in 
East Jerusalem. 

“There are signs of PLO 
polioe activity in Jerusalem,” 
Mr. Shahal told Israel Radio. 
“I will not allow it and I have 
g^ven orders to arrest any 
suspect.” 

“There will not be two 
security systems in Jeru- 
salem,*^ he vowed. 

Palestinian preventive 
secniTty police chief Jibril Ra- 
jub has allegedly started an 
operation in foe Haram Al 
Sharaf complex. 

It is common knowledge in 
Jerusalem foat foe Patesti- 
nians shun the Israeli police 
and now take their com- 
plaxnis to Mr. Rajub’s agents. 

Mr. Shahal also announced 
an inquiry in September after 
police aciimtted in court that 


Palestinian agents were oper- 
ating in the West Bank and in 
Jen^em. 

Three of Mr. Rajub’s 
boifygnanfe were caught wifo 
a police aren and knives in 
their car in foe dty and were 
alleged to have Iddnapped a 
Patetiman for questioning. 

However the trio were re- 
leased last week. 

The Palestinian police 
meanwhile rdeased about 30 
Islamic Jihad supporters, 
leaving 120 subjects still in 
jail fbUowing the murder of 

three Israelis. 

After Friday's suicide 

bombing of an army post on 
foe Gsra Strip the polioe 
rounded tip some 150 Palesti- 
nians, indnding AFP stringer 
Adli Zaannn, 23, who re- 
mains in custody despite 
pledges to release him. 

Islamic Jihad, which 
Of^)OS« the FLO’S aatonomy 
d^ with Israel, claimed re- 
spontibiliiy for foe bombing 
at a Gaza Gty rally covered 
by Mr. Zaanim for AFP. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority has niged journal- 
ists not to report such murder 
daims from the Gaza Strip 
even though they have been 
made openly. 


Robert Kiggins grew up during the 
cold war, fully expecting one day to 
have to fight the Russians. Now he 
holds a Russian baby in his arms, sings 
a lullaby to him and calls him son. Mr. 
Kiggins and his wife are among a 
growing number of Americans adopt- 
ing babies behind what was once called 
the iron curtain. 


troductoiy meeting for In- 
ternationa] Adoptions at 
Spence-Chapin's New York 
emces. Between that point 
and foe time about nine 
months later that they 
bioqgfrt Alexander to then- 
queens apartment. They 
had to negotiate regulatory 
hurdles designed to weed 
out couples who wouldn’t 
make good parents: 

Medical checkups, 
approval by the Child 
Abuse deaim^ouse, fing- 
erprinting for FBI back- 
g[^nd diecks, imnugration 
and naturalisatioD applica- 
tions, a homme study con- 
ducted by a social worker, 
filling out questionnaires 
about the type of child 
sought, and completing 
financial and femfly back- 
ground profiles. 

Hie cost, too, is signifi- 
cant. Mr. Van Praa^ of 
SpenoeOiapin says the tot- 
al costs, mdoding trips to 
mck up the difld, average 
$16,(XK) to $18,000. 

“it’s an expensive pro 
cess and therefore it rules 
out some families, and 
that’s sad," Mr. Van 
Praagh says. 

For Ms. Devlin and Mr. 
Ki^giiis, the cost was some- 
thmg foey accepted in ex- 
chmige for the comfon of 
having an established agen- 
cy handling details over- 


Their choice of Russia 
was made with the metiio 
focal deliberation that both 
Mr. Kigg^ and Ms. Devlin 
bring to their work as 
lawyers. Neither has Rus- 
aan heritage. Mr. Kigg^ is 
a mix of Irish, French and 
Gcurman ancestry, and Ms. 
Devlin’s heritage is English 
and Irish", T^,ey pimply 
wanted'a b^by jfooJooked 
like thehi.' 

Russia, Ms. Devlin saj^, 
“just seemed more famil- 
is^' than other adoption 
programmes in Asia and 
Latin America. 

“You have to make a 


Berlusconi 

(CmitiiiBed from page 

designed to curb public 
spending. 

Labour hfinister Qemente 
Mastella said after talks wifo 
union leaders foat Mr. Ber- 
lusconi would meet them 
either next Wednesday or 
Thursday. “The cJimate is 
dianging and we have until 
Dec. 2 to try to avert foe 
general strike.” he said. 

Mr. Berlusconi said the 
government must stick to its 
^an to send a message to 
international financial mar- 
kets that it was serious about 
cutting a SlOO billion defidL 
The government won a 
confidence vote in foe cham- 
ber Monday night, 321-131, 
on a proposed amnesty on 
illeg^ construction expected 
to bring in $3,3 billion from 
bade taxes and fines. 

But things won’t be so ea^ 
when the budget plan reach^ 
foe senate. There, foe coali- 
tion government of the feder- 
alist Norfoern League, right- 
wing National Alliance and 
Mr. Berlnsooni-formed Forza 
Italia falls foort of a majority. 

lite budget must be passed 
by Dec. 31. 


Algeria cracks down on press 


(Coatinned frtHn page 12) 


pragmatic tendencies within 
the Islamist movement and to 
mai^mdise the most violent 
extremists,” he argued. 

Mr. Pelletreau cfenied that 
the U.S. government is res- 
igned to a riCToxy by extrem- 
ists in Algeria. 

“Beyond the far-reaching 
consequences for Algeria it- 
self, frinber gains by foe most 
radical Islamists could embol- 
den extremists in Egypt, 
Tunisia and Morocco, coun- 
tries upon which NATO has 
long rdied as stabiiisiDg fac- 
tors in the region.” he said. 

“A crisis could provoke an 
influx of refugees into France 
and elsewhere in western 
Europe, the goal of U.S. 
policy in Algeria is to avoid 
such developments,” he said. 

Security forces meanwhile 
crushed on anempied prison 
breakout south of Algiers, 
kilting at least 30 iiunates and 
leaving 60 people injured, 
mfonned sonroes said. 


Smoke billowed from foe 
compound as security forces 
on Monday ni^t stormed the 
prison where an estimated 
3,000 detainees, 800 of ^m 
Muslim fundamentalists, 
were held, said foe soorees. 

About 20 inmates began 
foe uprising Sunday using 
kiuves, forks and other shar- 
pened objects to attack foe 
guards at foe heavily guarded 
Mrronagbia prison south of 
foe capital, said the sources. 

One prisoner died in the 
first cls^ and foe mutiny 
undent as most of the fun- 
damentalist inmates, sepa- 
rated from the others, set fire 
to their beds. 

Failing to halt the rebellion 
with tear-gas, security forces 


moved m and killed at least 
30 prisoners, foe 60 injared 
included inmates and guards, 
the sources said. 

South Korea said on 
Wednesday it was withdraw- 
ing its dipiomats from Alger- 
ia because of foe murder last 
month of a Soufo Korean 
businessinan and fears of a 
worsening political situation 
in foe country. 

“As of today, all three 
diplomats, including Ambas- 
sador Kwon (bi-Hynk), and 
their families are to be wifo- 
drawD from Algiers because 
of the danger of possible ter- 
rorist attacks,” a Seoul fore- 
ign ministry official told Reu- 
ters. 


‘Israeli state sanctions torture’ 


(Continoed frmai page 1 ) 

Jerusalem, told the confer- 
ence of Israel’s brutal 
attempts to make him col- 
laborate. He was jailed for 17 
days, repeatedly beaten, 
threatened* and confined be- 
fore being bailed. 


1 en days later be was rear- 
rested arid kept for SO days. 
He now faces charges of be- 
longing to a “gang” of stone- 
forowers and slogan painters 
u4ien he was 14 and IS, 
something to whidi he finally 
ocHifessed. 


decision whefoer you want 
to go to a country where 
your Idd wiU look more like 
you or foreign,” she adds. 

When a matd was finally 
made, the couple learned 
very little about foe boy 
foey would adopt. They 
were told he was only sever- 
al months old and had a 
minor heart murmur that 
was expected to correct it- 
self as be developed. 

They learned Us parents 
were Ukrainians in their 
20s. The mother was un- 
married and had several 
other children. Uttle was 
known about foe father. 
Both parents were said to 
be in good healfo and had 
no alcohol or drug addic- 
tions. 

“We don't exactly know 
why foey were saving up 
their child,” Mr. l^ggjns 
says. He says foe mother 
came to Moscow to have 
the baby and wrote a letter 
while at the hospital, saying 
she wanted to give up the 
ba^ for adoption. 

mfo that incomplete in- 
foimation and a photo of a 
boy known as Ivan at hos- 
pital No, 13. Mr. Kiggins 
and Ms. Devlin gathered 
baby bottles, milk formula, 
diapers and their hopes and 
set off for the first of two 
required trips to Moscow. 

Althongh not all agendes 
require a second trip, 
Spenoe-Cbapin said it can 
take several weeks between 
the time prcKpective pa- 
rents file applications wifo 
Moscow authorities and foe 
time, foey are allowed to 
take foe child home. It is 
often more convenient and 
cheaper to return later. 

The adoption, which 
must be approved by Rus- 
sian-courts before U.S. im- 
migration offidals will issue 
a visa, becomes final before 
foe couple leaves Russia. 
Upon returning to the Un- 
ited States, parents need 
only file court papers to 
secure the child's 


dtizenship rights. 

Once Mr. Kiggins and 
Ms. Devlin bad held Alex- 
ander on their first visit, foe 
subsequent separation was 
particularly fofficult for the 
new parents. 

“It was really upsetting 
leaving him,” Ms. Devlin 
said during an interview in 
New York between the two 
trips. But she says they 
knew it wouldn't be long 
before they’d go back and 
bring him home. 

Throughout foe apart- 
ment were scattered 'signs 
of a newborn child * — a 
canon of diapers in the 
corner, baby photos on the 
table, a waiting crib in the 
bedroom, and baby bottle 
lupples being sterilised on 
foe stove — but no sounds 
of crying. 

“Since we met him.” on 
foe first visit, Mr. Kj^ns 
acknowledges, “I bad a 
sense of loss about nuSsing 
the last month” white foe 
couple waited to returiK On 
the return trip, the Russian 
hospital staff ^ve the/xm- 
ple a party, with cho^late 
cake and champagne, t6ast- 
ing them in Russian, llie 
nurses offered practidai in- 
formation about foe baby’s 
schedule and sent theih off 
with a supply of special 
Russian yc^rt. ^ 

Weeks later, after Alex- 
ander had settled into his 
appointed crib and exer- 
as^ his lungs in the five- 
room apartment, Mr. ^Kig- 
gins and Ms. Devlin showed 
the telltale rigns of ha^ed 
parents of a demanding in- 
fant. 

Well-practiced at the art 
of burping and even chang- 
ing diapers in airplane res- 
trooms, Ms. Devlin, who is 
on leave from her job, says 
her days now are bu^er 
than they ever were at 
work. Even so, the .pair 
occasionally take time to 
reflect. 

Later on, they say, foey 
hope to see Alexander 
learn Russian, and perhaps 
learn more alraut his biolo- 
gical parents. 

“It’s ironic,” Mr. Kiggins 
says. “Ha'ving grown up 
during foe cold war, going 
through Cuban iinssile 
crisis ->-T ifoe Russians were 
foe big enemy. And now of 
course we owe that country 
personally, the country that 
was supposed to terminate 
my life ^ve me a new one 
— a child.'' 


Dole well-placed td 

seek U.S. presidency 


By William Scally 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The Re- 
publican takeover of foe Sen- 
ate propels the party’s top 
elected official, senator Bob 
Dole, into foe ideal spot to 
challenge Bill Clinton for the 
U.S. presidency in 1996. 

Mr. Dole will resume foe 
post of majeni^ leader that 
he yielded when the Demo- 
crats regained control of the 
Senate in 1986. 

It is a prospect guaranteed 
to cause tremors at foe White 
House, given Mr. Dole's re- 
cord as minority leader dur- 
ing the first two years of foe 
Clinton presidency, when he 
was Mr. Ginton's sharpest 
critic. 

But as Republicans gained 
foe seven seats needed to win 
a Senate majority, Mr. Dole 
sounded a concnliatory note, 
saying Republicans were 
ready to work with Mr. 
Clinton. 

“We intend to work with 
the president because we 
only have one president at a 
time,” Mr. Dole said. 

But Republicans are read- 
ing foe election results as a 
rejection of Mi. Ointon's 
programmes and a vote for 
less government, and will be 
promoting their own prog- 
rammes sucfa as a balanced 
budget amendment to the 
exmstitution and a rewrite of 
the crime bill passed in the 
last session. 

Mr. Dole made dear two 
yean ago foat he would be a 
terrier snapping at Mr. Gin- 
ton’s heels, relishing the role 
^er acting as a lo;^ lieute- 
nant for President George 
Bush. 

“The gocxl news (for Gin- 
ton) is chat he’s getting a 
honeymexm in Washington. 
The baci news is that Bob 
Dole is going to be his 
chaperon,” he said on elec- 
tion night in 1992. 

It was Mr. Dole who put 
the nail in the coffin of 
Ginton’s $16 billion econo- 
mic stimulus plan. It was Mr. 
Dole who played a lead role 
in killing health care reform 
and who led a Republican 
filibuster offensive that 
blocked Clinton-supported 


bills in the last days of) the 
Congress. | 

And it was Mr. Dole who 
staked out a position as the 
party spokesman and !Mr. 
Ginton’s acerbic critic on 
Haiti and Bosnia. .• 
Although conservative 
Dole is not on the party’$ far 
right, he has had to k^p a 
wary eye on that wing let! by 
Texan Phil Gramm, ancifoer 
potential presidential con- 
tender. 

_ ■ 

Mr. Dole was slow to en- 
dorse Oliver North, the darl- 
ing of foe right, in his urisuc- 
oessful race for the Virginia 
Senate seat held by Demo- 
crat Charles Robb, but later 
campaigned for him. 

Mr. Dole, a trim' and 
youtbfril-Iooking 71, has not 
said whefoer he plans to seek 
Che Republican presidential 
nomination, but he has t^n 
acting like a person mfo 
White House ambitions.! 

His first shot at national 
office was in 1976 as the vice 
presidential candidate when 
President Gerald Ford to 
Jimmy Carter. * 

His so-called “mean 
streak” and shaip parti- 
sanship were in evidence in 
that race. 

• 

With ypical mordant wit, 
he has joked of that cam- 
paign: “Z was expeaed to go 
for the jugular. 1 did — ;my 
own.” I 

He sought the party’s pres- 
idential nomination in 1988 
but lost to George Bush, frit- 
ter at what he saw as Mr. 
Bush's attacks on his charac- 
ter during the primary cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Dole, who had surgery 
for prostate cancer in Derem- 
ber, 1991, easily won a' fifth 
Senate term from Kansas in 
1992. 

Badly wounded as an arinv 
b'emenant in Italy in World 
War n, Mr. Dole has a par- 
tially paralysed right aim and 
hand. 

Mr. Dole was bom on July 
22, 1923. in the farming vil- 
lage of Russell, Kansas, one 
oTfour children of Doran and 
Bina Dole. He was elected to 
the Kansas legislature in 
1951 . He rose to foe House of 
Representatives in 1960 and 
the Senate in 1968. 
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Dollar in demand after U.S. central bank delivers the goods 


LOITOpN (R) — The 'dollar 
ran into strong demand f^m 
traders in Euorpean trading 
Wednesday after the United 
States. Federal Reserve (Fed) 
delivered an interest rate rise 
Tuesday that satisfied all but 
the most bullish. 

The 0.75 basis point in- 
crease in shon-ieim rates was 
widely anticipated a mar- 
ket that had come to expea a 
fairly -substantial inflation- 
fighting-rise after strong eco- 
nomic data earlier Tuesday. 

Even, -SO, the tightening 
could well set the scene for a 
^dua) dollar upturn in the 
remaining weeks of this year, 
dealers said Wednesday. 

Ai'J030 GMT the dollar 
was at 1.5544 marks com- 
pared -with Tuesday's Euro- 
pean dose of 1.5455 and at 
:>S.60 yen compared with. 
98.20 previously. 

It.had finned since the start 
)f the week in antidpation of 
in imminent Fed tightening 
md now stands 2!^ pfennigs 
ind one yen up from last 
Friday's European closing 
evels.--; 

Tbe Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) sanc- 


tioned a 0.75 basis point rise 
in both the Fed ftuids target 
rate to 5.50 per cent and the 
discount rate to 4.75 per cent. 

Following this year's 
seemingly -inexorable decline 
in the dollar, many in the 
market now believe' that the 
beleaguered currency has 
finally turned. 

“This positive move from 
the Fed should underpin the 
dollar and the (U.S.) bond 
market for the rest of the 
year.” said Roben Hayward, 
economic adviser at Bank- 
america. 

But much depended on the 
U.S. Treasury bond market. 
A sell-off there would hit the 
currency hard, analysts 
warned. 

“We might see the high 
1.50s in the mark and we may 
possibly get to see 100 on 
dollar/yen but I don't see' 
anything much higher than 
that this year.” said Carlo 
Galazzi. foreign exchange 
manager at Nikko Bank in 
London. 

Another Fed rise this year 
is seen as unlikely but 
analysts said by the be^nning 
of next year the market 


would start to look towards 
the next listening. 

“Once the market starts 
looking for another rise it 

C uts a floor under the dol- 
ir." Mr. Galazzi said. “The 
big danger is the bond mar- 
ket. at this particular moment 
in time there is a big correla- 
tion between the treasury 
market and the dollar.” 
With the foreign exchange 
market eyeing tends, much 
attention will be focused on 
forthcoming inflation data 
with Thursday's U.S. con- 
sumer price index (CPI) an 
important figure. 

A 0.2 per cent rise in con- 
sumer price inflation is ex- 
pected in October after a 
similar increase in Septem- 
ber. with the ex-fbod and 
energy index seen rising 0.3 
per cent. 

Bankamerica's Hayward 
said such a rise would cause 
no problem but he also 
warned that the bond market 
could trip up the dollar. 

“The major risk would be a 
sh^ sell-off in the fece of 
evidence chat inflation is ris- 
ing,*' he said. 

U.S. Federal Reserve 


raised interest rates by three- 
quarters of a percentage 
j^int Tuesday in its boldest 
anack on inflation in 13 
years. 

The increase — the sixth 
this year — was bigger than 
widely expeaed and brought 
short-term interest rates to 
their highest level in about 
three years. 

“The Federal Reserve 
views these actions as neces- 
sary to keep inflation con- 
tained. and thereby foster 
sustainable economic 

g rowth," the U.S. central 
ank said in a statement. 
Commercial bank quickly 
matched the Fed move, rais-. 
ing their prime lending rates 
for businesses by three-quar- 
ters of a percentage point. 
Borrowing costs for credit 
card users and home owners 
with variable rate loans are 
also headed higher. 

Tbe three-quarter percen- 
tage point increase was the 
biggest sin<x May 19S1, when 
the Fed hiked the discount 
rate by a full point to 14 per 
cent. Annual inflation then 
was in double digits. It is now 
less than three oer cent. 


Analysts said the Fed may 
have been tempted into tak- 
ing tbe bolder action by the 
Democratic Party's loss of 
control hi both houses of 
Congress in elections last 
week. Democratic law- 
makers have been sharply 
critica] of tbe central bank. 

The Clinton administration 
reaaed calmly to the rate 
rise, widi Treasury Secreta^ 
Lloyd Bentsen saying it 
shared the same goals as the 
Fed — steady growth with 
low inflation. 

“The news on the economy 
is good,” Mr. Bentsen said in 
a statement. “The invest- 
ment-led expansion con- 
tinues, increasing employ- 
ment and production. Infla- 
tion remains modest.” 

U.S. companies were not 
so restrained, bitting the rate 
hike as an unnecessary move 
that could bring about reces- 
sion. 

“The Fed ts fundamentally 
misreading tbe American 
economy,* said Jerry Jasi- 
nowski, president of the 
National Association of 
Manufacturers. “They ought 
to get out ftom behind their 


ctesks and see what's really 
happening in plants and on 
factory floors across the 
country." 

Wall Street analysts said 
that’s what has the Fed wor- 
ried. With U.S. factories 
operating at their highest 
levels in over a decade, it 
fears companies will be temp- 
ted to raise prices in the fa^ 
of continued strong demand 
for their products. 

Speaking to reporters be- 
fore the race rise. President 
Bill Clinton acknowledged 
the central bank was under 
pressure to aa, but blamed it 
on moves in volatile currency 
markets. 

“The pressure that it is 
under is because of world 
trading in currencies,” Mr. 
Clinton told reporters in 
Jakarta at a meeting of Asia- 
Padflc leaders. “It's impor- 
tant to keep the proper ba- 
lance to keep oar currency 
stable.” 

Mr. Qinton stressed the 
importance of economic 
growth, saying he would do 
ail be could to ensure the 
expansion continues. 

The dollar fell to a record 


Gulf countries spend less 


on development 


\BU'DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
itates need to spend far less 
han other countries to in- 
Tease their oil production 
opacity although they con- 
Fol nearly two-thirds of the 
worid's crude, a regional 
•tudy said Wednesday. 

Beftveen 1993 and 2005, 
iaudi Arabia and other Gulf 
nembers of OPEC are ex- 
)ected. to invest some S78 
nlliOQ in oil expansion pro- 


jects, compared with* worl- 
dwide investments of S910 
.billion, said the study by 
Henry Azzam. chief econom- 
ist at the National Commer- 
cial Bank, tbe biggest Saudi 
bank. 

He attributed the smaller 
investments to the lower 
costs of oil production in tbe 
Gulf given the high flow rate. 
He estimated the rate at 


Study 


4,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
per well, nearly 100 times the 
flow rate in the United 
States. 

“Other ftiaors include the 
large depth of tbe wells, tfaeir 
location, and the modern in- 
ftasmicture," Mr. Azzam 
said in tbe study published in 
the United Arao Emirates 
(UAE) newspaper A1 
Khaieej. 
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26 November 1994 - 30 January 1995 

Adult English courses 

Classes are held at 9:30 a.m.-ll:30 a.m., 11:45 a.m-l:45 p.ni.; 2:15 p.m. - 4:15 

p.m.; 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Each course is 80 academic hours. 

IntrodnctioD to English 
General Ei^lish SkiDs, 

Business English, 

TOEFL 1, 

Conversation 1, 

TOEFL 2, 

ConversatifHi 2, 

Advanced Academk Reading and Writing, 


Levels 1-6 
Level 6 
Level 
Level 
Level 
Level 


6 

6 

7 

7 


Levd 8 


- Spedal F-ngiwh Courses for Tawjihi Level Students 
• Courses in SAT and GRE/GMAT Exam. 

- Two weeks of raoniing Conversation dasses for women. 

Placement Test and Registration: 

New students should take a placement test and register on November 16. 

9:00 a.m. to 11 a.m., or 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., or 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Please call_6S9-859 for more information. 


EU auditor finds fraud 
throughout the union 


STRASBOURG, France 
(Agencies) — Theft and mis- 
use of European Union (EU) 
funds is rampant thron^iout 
the 12-nation block, an EU 
report found Tuesday. 

“Fraud exists everywhere, 
there’s no question of it just 
being something that hap- 
pens in one country as 
opposte to another," EU au- 
dit chief Andre Middelhoek 
told a news conference called 
to lannch the report into tbe 
£U*s 1993 budget. 

He said it was impossible 
to gn^ how mncb money 
went astray ftom the 64.2 
billion European Coirency 
Units (S78.96 billion) of EU 
funds paid out in 1993. 

“If we knew the extent of 
tbe fraud then it would be 
much easier to solve tbe 
problem," Mr. Nfiddelboek 
said, addng that insufficient 
data and monitoring pre^ 
vented accur^ estimates. 

Tlie 1993 audit tiptoes 
around the issue of outright 
theft of £U money, refenmg 
instead to a series of cases 
where murky procedures pro- 
vided opportunities for fraud 
and for contradictory actions. 

The oonrt noted for exam- 
ple that wine production in 
the EU had risen by one-fifth 
since 19^ despite EU spend- 
ing totalling 1.2 billion Euro- 
pe Currency Units ($1.5 
billion) to grub up vineyards. 

As president of tbe EU's 
Court fof Auditors, Mr. Mid- 
delhoek must check EU 
spending but has no power to 
order tte fining or imprison- 
ment Of ftaud^eis. He said 
simpler EU laws would help 
to stop abuses. 

“We need a simplification 


of (EU) legislation, vdiich is 
sometimes so complicated 
that it automatically leads to 
irregularities,” Mr. Mid- 
delhoek said. 

Within tbe European Com- 
misdon, the EU’s executive, 
shortcomings cited in the re- 
port included poor internal 
checks, broken rules in 
awarding contracts, pay- 
ments made by people not 
authorised to do so and 
acceptance of flawed project 
acoonnts. 

EU Budget Commissioner 
Peter Scbmidbuber, who Fri- 
day launched a telephone 
hodine for people to report 
cases of fraud to the commis- 
sion, accepted the thrust of 
the report during a bearing 
before the European Parlia- 
ment. 

“The commission does not 
seek to deny- that very 
many individual points <x 
management ' need further 
improvement,” be said, 
adding that part of the prob- 
lem was his organisation's in- 
creased woricload. 

The commission also 
issued a statement whidi said 
individual examples pulled 
from die gave an in- 
complete picture of how 
money was spent. 

Mr. Midddboek did not 
limit his critidsm to Brussels 
bmeaucrats. 

“Eighty per cent of die 
European bud^t is actually 
spent in the member states 
(so) ei^ty per cent of the 
problems oome within the re- 
mit of member states,” he 
said. 

Patrick Cox, an Irish mem- 
ber of the European Parlia- 
ment, questioned whether 




annual audit reports “made a 
blind bit of diffaence” to the 
way tbe EU spent its budget. 

He said that just last 
month, EU .ministers' broke 
budget rules when they le- 
ducte fines against Italy and 
Spain for excess milk piteuc- 
don. 

“We discuss these things 
vritb rigour every year and at 
the end of the day, behind- 
cIosed-dooT dealing sees this 
kind of ^bby arrangement 
made ... these reports seem 
to make no difterence,” he 
said to applause from some of 
bis colleagues. 

Tbe auditors singled out 
the case of EU fonds under 
the PHARE programme still 
being used too often to fi- 
nance maintenance costs or 
rent, whereas tbe funds 
^should go to'agriculmre. en- 
. ^ronm^ital pfotectfohprjdb 
■creation.*i- 

In the case of a ^rrogramme 
for aiding Hunganan agricul- 
ture, the agency discovered 
that a consulting firm was 
commissioned to submit a 
study in tbe Hungarian gov- 
enunent’s name, and then to 
audit tbe deal in tbe name of 
tbe EU departments in 
charge. 

Tbe report also complains 
of work done to develop a 
former vacation village in 
Mecklenburg-Pomerania in 
Germany, with bun^ows 
using some absestos sheeting. 

EU regional development 
ftuids wre pat into the project 
withoot r^uiring removal of 
the asbestos, which can cause 
cancer. Under healtb rules, 
the asbestos will have to be 
removed. 
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" DEAR CHARLIE, THIS 
IS TOUR PEN PAL 


FROM SCOTLAND.." 



'' I WOULD HAVE 
WRITTEN SOONER. 
BUT I HAVE THIRTY 
CJTHER PEN PALS, AND.." 


THfRT«^? 




I ■mousHT 
I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE! 


LIFERS LESSON 
NUMBER 
FOUR THOUSAND 
AND FIFTY.. 


\ 


• i 


\iftdy Capp 


l-E KNOVVSE>CACrLy 
WHATTD SAY ABOUT J 
ME, AND IN SLICH A <\ 
WAYTHATA LASS WILL 
ALMOSTBEUEVE rrS 
TBUE, IF SHE'S HAD 


yiutt*n*Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Giasbergen 



f m looking for an Interesting new 
way to hug so you don’t get 
bored with me.” 



Unscramble tftase four JumbiBS, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordnaiy words. 


THATSCAAWBLED WORD GAME 
. by J l w iri Amoid end MHO Aralrien 

: — FT-r 


KLEAF 



MWW 


■ 


Theysingso ^ 
beautHuVy 








■■ 


RALCOR 


□ 

mmm 

mm 


WilJslW 


6 

fi 

■ 

■ 

Hi 


WHAT THE 
BII2DS OAl/E THE 
NATURE LCYER5. 

J 

Now errsr^ the drdad lattara to 
hum iKb suTprisfl answer, as sug- 
gested by Vw above canoon. 


Answerhere: a Q^XXJ 




f Y Y >1 
^ A 


Saturday's 


jumWaK trill exude 


(Anewere tomonow) 
AFRAID BODILY 


What the landscaper uncovered hi the 
len— THE 


royal garden 


REAL DIRT 


post World War II low 
.against the Japanese yen ear- 
lier this month, although it 
has since recovered some- 
what, thanks partly to heavy 
buying by the United States 
ahead of last week's congres- 
'sional elections. 

Tuesday’s move meant that 
the Fed has raised shoit-term 
rates this year by 21^ percen- 
tage points. 

So far, the rate increases 
have not bad much effect on 
slowing growth to the roughly 
I'/i per cent per year pace the 
Fed thinks necessary to keep 
a lid on inflation. The eco- 
nomy expanded by some 316 
per cent in tbe third quarter. 


The latest signs of the eco- 
nomy's continued vigour 
came Tuesday, with news 
that retail sales rose in Octo- 
ber for the fifth straight 
month while industrial pro- 
duction rebounded smartly 
after dipping in September. 

Analysts . said this bold 
move probably means the. 
Fed won’t have to raise rates 
again this year. But it may 
next year. 

“I don’t think this will have 
proved to be enough,” said 
Eugene Sbennan of M.A- 
Schapiro and Co. Economic 
analysts. “The economy has 
too much juice to be sl<wed 
by this amount of restrainl- 


FORECAST FOR TBXISSDAY NOVEMBER 17. 1994 . 

By Thomas S. Pierstvi, Astrolager. Carroll Righter Fbt/ndarion 

into finding some new. modem 
ways to do your services better. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Oao> 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Start this new week right by 
anai>aiiig and studying all that is 
pradical and make your changes 
acoordingly so that ran enjoy a 
greater amount of erSdency and 
productivity both at home and at 
work. 

ARIES: (March 2l to April 19) 
This is not the day for worldly 
activides or interests but at the 
same time you can consider your 
persona] alms and make progress 
m a plan to gain them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} 
Instead of seeking some new 
ways to have a more secure 
structure lo your life make sure 
that you oon^t with a very up to 
dale profnineni person. 

GEMINk (May 21 to June 21) 
Instead of doing the same old 
things arith your attachment try 
out sonic advanced and unique 
means by which to enjoy yourself 
this day. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2!) Don*t tiy to wow a 
partner by doing the same thing 
or make ume plans over and 
overbjf findingaew ways to reduce 
joint venture to a success. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't get involved in usual 
routine duties but you make the 
biggest progress bv getting out in 
the world and drinking in fasd- 
nating outlets. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Make a point now to 
avoid entenaiiunent activities for 
they would disappoint and get 

Birthstone rf November: 


ber 22) Think about what you 
can do to make your home hap- 
pier and more comfortable site at 
which to reside with care and go 
out to amusements you enjoy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don't go to we 
persons or at conditions which 
are limiting or depressing but 
instead your home ts most satis- 
factory plans at function. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Whatever you 
have in mind to attend of a 
material manner is best done 
during the coming weekdays and 
now you can visit fascinating 
companions. 

CAPRICORN: (Decemter 22 to 
January 20} Your own ideas are. 
not good or likely to be produty 
tive of |ood results but you have 
an advtscT who is up on tbe 
current coodiiions who can be 
helpful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You can have some 
highly inspired ideas how best to 
gun your unusual objeaives so 
go after them and don't hang 
onto a depressing condition. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Seek out persons and 
periodicals that are very up to 
date in their views and pUn your 
future activities from them and 
don't with a project that stifles 
you, 

T<^iB 2 pTiger’s Eye 


^ fpkecastZeoil Friday November is, 1994 

^ Thomas S. Pierson, Astn^oger. Carfo ^^a h' y Founel^ion 
GENERAL TENDENaES: 


is 


A 

nason- 
Moon trine 


quaintanoes you see today and 
make sore ifaey an those who are 
aware of what your personal kreg- 
inp actuaSy are. 

LIBRA: (September 23 lo October 
22) ^\^lever your pnt^ interests 
'today make sure that you approach 
. n ... fram-p different ala^ pot 

A RI ES ; (March 21 to /^ril l9j ocniod you doing them the veiy 
Yon find matten peitaiainf ooe at easy way. 


brOUani day to use logical 
is dK result oiMo 
an and Jupiter and to enjoy an 
espedally positive time with com- 
paoioiH you like most. Keep the 
05 by which 


or from a distance and disappoinl- 
ing while at the same time you see 
ways to get more reapeo m your 
commumty. 

TAUR US; (April 20 to May 20) 
GoomuniatioH are at the centre of 
your activities, those that have 
been long standing are difficult but 
new types of messages can be well 
handed. 

GEBONl: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your pcacti^ affain that the spot- 
light even tboi^ it is Sunday but 
don’t rake up dd issues now but 
get into more current obUgations. 

MOON CmUHIEN: (June 22 to 
July 2l)_ThiDk about a^t you can 
do to bring your peisonal activities 
up to date and don't hdd on so 
ctaely to outdated, worn out ooo- 
dtions. 

LEO: (July 22 to Almost 21) A 
piao of action so you can get ahead 
does not seem to be womng weD 
so get together with persons wte 
nndentand current means (o oper^ 
are with resahs. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Consider seriously the ac- 


SCfMPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) For^ those old co n c erns 
and be off to places where yon can 
get a lofty n^nanding of b 9 w to 
make your life more in with 
the times. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Don't get into or 
continue an argument with attach- 
ment that leads nowhere but con- 
sider your present Rnandal ooodi' 
tion to have all the best. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January ^) You can have a diffi- 
oift day if you allow yourself to 
d^l upm negative conditions bul 
Iqr organising your effom yon can 
gain success * 

AQUARIUS: Uaiaiary21 toFebni- 
suy 19) Don't let a ftieod interfere 
m some good work you wish to O; 
i^y but instead get off with a 
oose attachinent who cares for 
you. 8e happy. 

PISCES: (Febniary 20 to March 
Long lime ple»ures would not 
do f» what you wish and you 
•ouWbe woe to get in some 
interests that have more ooi^. 


beauty in them. 

BirtiutQiie oi November: Topaz-Tiger's Eye 


THE Daily Crossword byH«ok» 


B. Ccunls 


ACROSS 
1 Sodhe 
5 Emins 
10 ^BCt 
14 WoodnM 
1ft AiMalandty 
16 Noftti orSouifi 

ITDWisvfll 

18 Passion 

19 Psmi 

20 Imm sdiate i y 

23 rang: Sp. 

24 Method 

25 Bkiod carrim 
29 Forast food for 
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31 Alphabsim 
3ft BedcMT 
35 18 fth es lo r 
SBMefody 
37 Dfopisy 


ftO Spoken 

41 Uncanny 

42 Cher 

ft3 Basin off Hehi 

44 Cftlch ol 

45 Part of USA 

46 Height: atsbr. 

47 Efi{^ eoiadiy 
faaiMI 

48 Cn akauaedin 
processing 

57 Somllt 
sa^Heigliii 

58 VIcMy 
SQSkiry 
61 Put up 
82 Warbte 
83AsaociBla 
8ft Looks for 
65 ARoaa 

DOWN 
1 StlJpOr 
2Uan6xtl9 
OHtfgtes 
4 Network 
SCodault 
6 Towel doth 
TChwchMof 
hnstfi 
a upon 

9 ihszowel 

bk«up) 



to slei 

11 Rddesticksl 

12 PamoiB Tnnnns 

13 Bri^aeai 

21 Museofpoeify 

22 S uet 

25 Conoemkig 
»ScariaH_l 

27 Cenaki face 

28 Divulgo 

29 Marked by 
fesdvky 

30. Chkieaa dty 

31 • warr 

32 Nonsanaa 

33 Bifilfos 

35 Small spring 

38 LvgepMof 
ourplanat 

38TnM 

39 Fragrani 

. GOinpound 

44 Koum Adefidon 

45 TVs 

46 Menastaiy 
47Tal»^ 

48 TOOefiO-OO 


49 Rkwtathe 

so Shopping 
caompiex 
51 Thaim 

sarvtenk 
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Financial Jordan Tfmes 

Markets «wation wm, 

Cairo Amman Bank 

UA Donor in Incornottonol IHorkou 


NiH VOKk 
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Bureaucracy behind delay in PhOadelphia Investment Bank 
cut rates for cross-river calls raising capital to JDIO million 
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Swtas Fnoc 


Freacb Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Evropcan Curreny Unii 
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7.5558 
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5.335S” 
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D.S. 


SlaUse Pbund 


Draiscfac Mark 


Swiss Franc 


Frencb Franc 


Japanese Ven 


European Ctnrenqr Unit 
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5.50 


5.50 


5.87 


5,93 


e.25 


6 . 3 J 


5.87 



3.43 


5.37 


2.72 


3 . 6 S 


5.50 


2.20 


5.50 5.75 


3.87 


5.75 


6.00 


4.31 


6.25 


6.50 


By Cathy King 

Spedal to tbc Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Construction of 
a microwave link on either 
side of the Jordan-Israeli bor- 
der has facilitated direct lele- 
conununicatioRS and with in- 
creased demand diarge rates 
are falling, albeit qnideer on 
the Israeli side. 

Reports in the Arabic press 
this week said that new rates 
had already been applied 1^ 
Israel's telecommunicatioas 
company with a daytime rate 
of si. 17 and S0.90 night-time 
rate per minute ^m) fOT 
calls made between Israel or 
the occupied territories and 
the Kingdom. 

However^ Jordan’s revised 
rates (900 fils p/m for daytime 
calls and 630 fils p/m for 


those made at night all day 
Fridays — about S1.29 and 
S0.90 respectively at current 
exchange rates) will not be 
ai^bcable nntil early Decem- 
ter. 

According to TCC Acting 
Director General Walid 
Dweik, the current cost dis- 
CF^MLOcy should not be re- 
garded as a problem. 

“It is not a problem for 14 
days and then we will be 
ai^lying tbe same rates as the 
Israeli telecommunications 

company,” be said. “We 
were not able to api^y the 
new fees immediately on Oct. 
26 (tbe day the Jordan-Israeli 
treaty was sign^) because 
the decision, which required 
approval from TCC diairman 

the board and minister of 
post and telecommunica- 
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SBAR9 

TRAONO 

960 

34.03S 

21,600 

1,000 

1.990 

1.900 

152,901 

7.0M 

11.960 

2,710 

10,080 

2.000 

14.050 

2,626 

6,150 

950 

50 

9,500 

10.450 
100 
500 
100 
500 

1,976 
JX.076 
1,250 
60, lOO 
2,200 
1,000 
25,761 
92 
6,796 
TH 
13,076 
0,964 
11,026 
1,175 

35.950 
7«90D 

17,209 

39,096 

535 

23.450 
26,500 

12.950 
900 

1.000 
1,200 
IS, 500 
1,750 
-■,950 
2,390 
5,400 
14.349 
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119,409 4.9C0 4.770 

86,375 4. ODD 6.000 

-1,725 1.780 X.T30 
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461.729 3.020 2.960 

U,103 1.760 1.760 

45,237 J.9M 3,050 

10,293 3.010 3.000 

51,990 5.200 5. TOD 

6,650 3.400 3.350 

33,014 1,570 1.530 

13.747 3.950 3. 900 

11,522 1.9J0 1.850 

2,542 2.700 2.650 

134 2.550 2.680 

15,067 1.640 1.620 

16,302 1.570 1.560 

600 6.00Q 5.000 

450 0.B50 0.900 

M9 5. 410 5.450 

1,575 3.400 3.360 

4,356 2.740 2.710 

34,997 1.089 1.130 

1,400 1.120 1.120 

254,043 2.580 2.550 

7,777 3.550 3.610 

Z.JH 1.310 1.320 

75.124 2.910 3.880 

249 2.690 8,700 

82,583 9.400 9.380 

3,350 1,850 l.MO 

72.414 5.300 5.230 

75,891 9.000 B.550 

79,373 5.770 6.740 

4,067 2.990 2.950 

95,500 2. TOO 2.730 

22,031 S.eOQ 3.790 

10.280 
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7.400 
1.4JD 
4.500 
2.880 
1.670 
4. 850 
0.860 
S.75D 
2.090 
2.930 
1.9U 
4.360 
2.750 
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1.420 

4.450 
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1.700 

4.900 
0.870 

1.900 
2.120 
2.960 
1.950 
4.410 

2.900 


tions, was not made until the 
beginning of November, 
Mr. Dweik told the Jordan 
limes Wednesday- 

Aocording to Mr. Dweik 
the TCC do« not have com- 
puter capability to produce 
bills and the Royal Mentific 
Society (RSS) prwesses them 
fer the TCC. 

The TCC and RSS have to 
coordinate for billing pur- 
poses so that rate Ganges 
may be written into the 
computer programme. 

“Our decision to reduce 
fees means the RSS has to 
alter its pFOgramme, which 
takes a lime mne,” he add^. 

Tbe microwave link which 
has enabled direct telecom- 
munications between Jordan 
and the West Bank, Gaza 
and Israel was built after the 
Washington Declaration was 
issued on Inly 25. 

The microwave link set up 
in Amman is the first of two. 
The second will be installed 
to link Aqaba and Eflat some 
time in the feture, Mr. Dweik 
said. 

"The direct (telecom- 
munications) service is avail- 
able to everyone with a tele- 
phone or fax, but some chan- 
nek of the Aqaba-Eilat link 
will be reserved for leasing to 
businesses, banks, tiie m^a 
or anyone else who requests 
it," said Mr. Dweik. 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Phi- 
ladelphia Investment Bank, a 
relatively new entity in Jor- 
dan's banking, is raising its 
capital to JDIO million ahead 
of securing a license to oper- 
ate as a full-fledged commer- 
cial bank, a senior official of 
the bank said Wednesday. 

The bank is issuing 324,41S 
new shares to raise its present 
capital of' JD9,673,SS2 in line 
with a Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) directive that all 
banking institutions in Jordan 
have a JDIO million cafHtal as 
sou^t by tbe Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements (BIS) 
bued in Switzerland. 

Complyii^ witii tiie BIS 
requirements is .one of tbe 
preconditions for any bank to 
be treated at par with inter- 
national banldng standards 
— meaning in essence that 

Correction 

Due to a typographic enor, 
the Jordan Times said in a 
repon on A1 Dustour raising 
capital published in Wednes- 
day's issue that the shares of 
the Jordan Press and Pub- 
lishing Company had gone 
down to JD3.770. The figure 
should have read JD13.770. 
The Jordan Times regrets any 
inconvenience caused. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


documents issued by^ the 
bank will be honoured inter- 
nationally witiiout adtUtioi^ 
guarantees as is the case with 
many banks in the Third 
World. 

Abed Abdul Hafoez,' a 
senior official of the Phi- 
ladelphia Investment Bank, 
said the new issue would be 
limited to the pn^nt share- 
holders of the bank at a rate 
of thtee to every 100. 

Tbe new issue will -be sold 
at JD1.5 each, raising 
JD489,627 million; 
JD467,761 will be channelled 
to raising die capital to JDIO 
million since the net equity of 
shareholders stands at 
JD9,S32,339 as opposed to 
tbe JD9,673,582 in paid-up 
capital as a result of a net loss 
of JD141,343 suffered since 
the bank began <^rations. 

The value of tbe shares of 
the Philadelphia Investment 
Bank at the Amman Finan- 
cial Market is around JD2. 

The Philadelphia Invest- 
ment Bank is a merged entity 
of the Daroo Comply for 
Investment and Hou^ng and 
the Jordan Finance House for 
Development and Invest- 
ment. The merger was 
effected in 1992, and the Phi- 
ladelphia Investment Bank 
was registered as an invest- 
ment institution as of March 
1, 1993. 

Mr. Abdul Hafeez said the 
bank currently operates four 
branches and plans co open 
two others early next year. 


“We hope that we would.;:: 
operate as a fiili-fledged ; 

meid^ bank once the ■■■' 

caoital is completed and inc -.'j, 
cStral Bank of. Jordan ..r 
issues tis a h'oense,’ he lOldoi:* 
the Jordan Tiines. 

■ No central bank official' 

immediately available - fortiv. 
comment.. 

The services offered by ihci :., 
Fhilaldplra Investment 
include accounts, ccrtific-at^,.,r 
of desposh issuance, loaftS? 
and cT^it facilities for 
dustrial, agricultural, 
stniction. wvelopment 
tourism related pro}ectfe!;-j 
syndicated credits, foreign' 
exchange, brokerage at the.-j;,:. 
Amman Financial MarkH-V,; 
and related activities, stoefe^^ 
issue and portfolio manag^' 
mem. exporLlmpon 
ing. issuance or letter^ -of 
credit and guarantee, f orrig rf;' i., 
currency transfers and dirafte; / I 
and ioternational and focal 7,;,] 
credit card issues. 

The bank made a gross -', 't 
profit of JD700,000 in 1993y. j; 
but posted a net loss.afR»' " 
expenses and n\aking.«'a;‘:;^ 
JD232,S54 provision -for-Ji. 
possible bad debts. 

The bank's assets .were'V 
esdmated to be worth arodnZl J 
JD49 millimi at the end of the ^ 
1993. It held about JD31 
million in customer depc^ifi v 
at the end of the same yeaf.\^ 

Tbe leading stockholder of 
the bank is tbe Hou^g. . 
Bank which holds about.' 
per cent of its equity. 


LONDON (Rl — 

Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. SI. 00 costs 

1.3638/48 

Canadian dollar 


1.5546/56 

Deutschemarks 


1.7422/32 

Dutch guilders 


1.3074/84 

Swiss francs 


31.97/01 

Belgian francs 


5.3355/05 

French francs 


1590.&^1 .8 

Italian lire 


9S. 56/66 

Japanese yen 

. 

7.4050/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.8030/80 

Norwe^an crowns 


6.0740/90 

Dani^ crowns 

One sterling 

$1.574(V50 

_ 

One ounce of gold 

S3S5.50/385.90 



U.S. seals $40b in 
new Asia business 


•i . 




JAKARTA (R) — One day 
after signing onto grandiose 
free-trade plans, the United 
States and Indonesia clinched 
some concrete business 
Wednesday when they sealed 
more than $40 billion in new 
contracts. 

U.S. Conuneroe Secretary 
Ron Brown presided over the 
signings — ^ 17 deals in all — 
and touted them as proof of 
corporate America's new 
commitment to penetrating 







FOR RENT 

Maiy apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many lislings of 
villas, flats, and building tots 




Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estale 
Tei. 810605/81D6M 


Fax: 810520 



Profesionai Qi^ty in 
1 Hoiir Service' 

Develop your^oolour film at 
our sli^ ani^ get:- 

• JVMBO ptoto 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grinfflays 
Bank. Phone: 604M2 ' 
Swefieh teli 823891 



ality Furnished Fla 
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'The ClQssiesl Of 
The Classiest ! 


One and two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Sboct or Long Stay 


5th Circle 

674563-674551 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe vnias 
& Aparbnents 
in Amman 


^ for further defails please call 


'-■T.'rr: 




V, cFfcrdoble pfites 


Rcstmi I'jint 
Ilaliiin - Med ( uisiiic 






vis.a.vis 

•DANCEPUB- 

EL,T£ CDr T.e o j c. 


FOR PARTIES a 

SPECIAL FUNCTWNS 

Open E>aily 
Disco Thursdays 
Sutmars + Pizzas 


It's 

Music & L/ghts 






_ RESTAURANT 

Mecca Stireet. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermacket 

Mongo|liQBarlMqiie(br 
LufMlih Friday only 
Tel; 618214 

Cfome and laste our 
' specialities 

OpM daiW 12dX)'- 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - MQSniglit 

^ Ak Condtttoned Hall > 





Thefirst&bett 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

WGrcle. Jabal Amman, near 
Gifts Schoc^ 


Open daily J2:(J0‘3:J(I . 

P.ttta 

7M — Midnl^t . 

TASStiU 









FOR YOUR 


booming East Asia. 

“These project signings'are ’^Ti 
diverse in nature but haVe .Tx, 
one thing in coinmm: thcy<*;V 
show marked progress for. ^ 
American exporters pursuing "— 
business opportunities in.tn-J^ 
donesia,” Mr. Brown 
“What we are here to 
brate are major commern'al . 
achievements.” ' . **‘,- 

Mr. Brown spoke one-day. 
after leaders from the Asia:' 
Pacific Economic Coc^ra- 
tion (APEC) forum pledged. 

. to libSifalSe trade in.Jhe yp - » 
gjon by SJ20, a far^eadii^; 
vision whb^ foil benefits ^ij .. 
not trickle down for years." > 

In contrast. Wednesday’s-^ 
deals should quickly hefo the~' 
bottom line for a host of U.S. 
co mp anies operating in sectors : 
from energy to telecom.- J 
municacions to transpoita^ 
tion. . . - 

■ «• I - 

The top deal, by far, ^ 
the long-awaited s^ing of a.^^ 
natural gas project that Bfr:T 
Brown call^ “the largest.: 
project of its type hi history.” 
Esso Indonesia, a unit 
the U.S. energy giant E^qn. 
Corp., agreed terms witii 
donesia's state-run oil -cbniK ; 
pany for an off-shore gni' - 
project in which U.S. invest; - 
ment could total $40 bijlioh;'. ' 
Exxon called the acco^ 
major milestone.” • '" v 

llie deal was fully 10 ye^_ 
in the making but is ncovV-r 
expected to influence other — : 
foreign investors who.' :are>^ 
keen to tap into Asia's tiuge'"^ 
liq^ed natural gas market: . 

Bxxon Chairman Lee; 
Raymond said tbe agreement- 
“symbolises the growth of the' 
Arian energy market, as well.; 
as tile opportunity to utilise" 
advanced technology to served 
that market. Exxon is pleased' 
that its affiliate will be a: 
participant and the oper^r* 
in this historic undertakirig.*'- 
The Natuna sea proje'aZ 
would explore and exploit gas^ 
some 1,100 kilometres 
Jakarta in the South Chtna^ 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restauiant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
D&r Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.fn. 
Sao - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel: 851838 
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SELECT HOTEL 


Abu Haifa ccmrneitiai center 
Second floor 


JiibalAnimini - first cm lc 
opposite IKA.Q IMIV\SS\ 

TEI..: 654205 
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„ Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families &-its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 
Excdlcnt Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Eveniiig.s 
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J ab; 



537102 


Suwaifiah Tel: 827105 




Natuna is believed capqbfo 
of supplying up to 20 mnii&if %• 

fonnes of gas annually, offer- 
ing huge potential for £xjl^^ 
Gas demand is soaring in tiKi 
region as Asian countries try: 
ro cut their dependence on oil- 
imports and clean up the-' 
environment. 

Indonesia, too, was 
to clinch the deal, sincer 
Jakarta is increasingly 
on its masnve gas reservl^^- 


t fallmg oil peoduettoti.*- 
What is more, the signiitf 
not only built on Tuesda^ 
regional free-trade oommii- 
ment, but also added- n' • 
sweetener to WednesdaW"*5 
Stole visit here by President ~ 
Bill Qinton. 

“I cM't say what impact 
the visit had on the govern- 
ment of Indonesia,” said Ex- 
xon spokesman Edward Bur- 
well. “We whave been nego- 
tiating in good faith for along . 
time and this just happened 
to provide an opportunity.'* 
While all the terms have 
i^n thrashed out, U.S. offi- 
cials said the deal would only 
be finalised in January to 
take into account chiuiges 
that are planned for Indgne- 
sia's.tax code. 
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Navratilova’s retirement signals end of an era 


..NEW YORK (R) — The 
. career of the greatest woman 
tennis player ever to pick up 
a racket ended Tuesday nig)bt 
. when Gabriela Sabatini 
spoiled Martina Navratilova's 
_T^dison Sqnare Garden re- 
' 'tirement party with an over- 
' pouring fiist-round victory 
- jat'.tfae Virginia Slims Cham- 
' pidnships. 

The air of electriaty at the 
‘..Garden was more fitting of a 
c, heavyweight title fi^t ^n a 
;^tennfs match. But if the 38- 
year-old Navratilova took 
y any inspiration from George 
Foreman's unlikely victory at 
,-4S, it did not translate into 
, her; .strokes Tuesday. 

On the blue carpet court 
where the once invincible 
Navratilova bad won seven of 
■' her 'tmrivalled 167 singles ti- 
she was simply outplay- 
ed by the 24-year-old Sabati- 
■'''ni mm beginning to end. 
-"-'‘i'got blown off the court 
'' tonight by someone who was 
praying in the zone," said 
' Navratilova of the 6-4 6-2 
during an emotional 
ceremony honouring her long 
:,^d. illustrious career. 

•y.- will miss this game, but 
Veady for my new life," 
L she, said. 

.vril see what's really 
, ^'closest to my heart and make 
, sm;is whatever I get involved 

4at I can m^e a differ- 
.'ence/* she said, dting gay 
. p^ts, women's rights and 
environmental issues as 
causes she will have more 
■•time .to champion. 

That she made a difference 
in tennis is an understate- 
” meat. 

The 38-ycar-old left- 
hander is one of those rare 
athletes who forever changed 
their sport. 

“She brought women's ten- 
nis to another level," said 
Jana Novotna of her former 
(jormtrywoman. 

Navratilova was the first 
female tennis player to pump 
iron, becoming an imposing 
phyncal specimen. She took 
what was often a game of 
Irag, boring baseline rallies 
aiid introduced attacking 
serve and volley play to 


women's tennis — a style she 
continually perfected. 

“My dream was to be the 
best tennis player in the 
world. I made that commit- 
ment when 1 was eight years 
old. 

“Never did I imagine it 
would take me as far as it did. 

“I thought it would be a 
good way to get out of the 
country and see the world 
and hopefully win Wimble- 
don one day," said the 
Prague-born Navratilova, 
who defected to the United 
States in 1975, later becom- 
ing a U.S. citizen. 

She realised the Wimble- 
don dream an unprecedented 
nine times and, amazingly, 
nearly made it 10 when she 
reached the final this year at 
the age of 37. 

The sheer numbers are 
staggering. 

More important than the 
numbers, however, is just 
how miuii Navratibwa influ- 
enced and inspired a genera- 
tion of athlete who followed 
her. 

“When 1 started to play 
tennis, I used to look at 
Martina a lot." said Sabatini. 

“She gave a lot to ^e 
sport," ^id current number 
one Steffi Graf, “She was 
always there with her whole 
hert. She was always special 
to me." 

Navratilova also gave the 
sports world one of its 
^atest and most prolific 
rivalries. Wtfaout a doubt, 
±e Navratilova-Evert rivalry 
ranks with Ali-Frazier, Bird 
and Magic. Nicklaus-Palmer 
and Borg-McEuroe. 

“Pbyrically, I could still 
plaj^," Navratilova said of her 
decision to reitre after 22 
yeais of top-level competi- 
tion. “But my bean is tir^." 

The emotional Navratilo- 
va, known for wearing her 
heart on her sleeve, came out 
for the tribute carrying a l»x 
of tissues. But she kept her- 
self together beautifully, nev- 
er shedding a tear throughout 
the half-hour ceremony. 

There were tears in the 
stands, however as friends 
and admirers watched a ban- 


CAR FOR SALE 

Land Rover, double cabin. 4x4, model 1987 - 
diesel turbo. , ; 

Power steering. 

. . Please call tel.: 686764 
(from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) Mr. Khaled 


□er bearing Navratilova's 
name raised to the rafters 
alongside those honouring 
New York's basketball and 
hockey heroes. Nobody from 
any other sport and no 
woman athlete has ever been 
so honoured at the famous 
arena. 

Navratilova was also pre- 
sented with a very snazzy 
Haiiey Davidson motorcycle 
by Virginia Slims tennis that 
had the legendary lefthander 
titeraJly jumping for joy. 

The always das^, always 
articulate champion thank^ 
her coach Craig Kardon, 
whom she called her best 
friend and Billie Jean King 
‘'without whom none of us 
would be here,” and she 
brought her p^nts out onto 
the court to introduce them 
to all her “friends” at the 
Garden. 

“If I had to play my last 
match Td rather lose to Gab- 
riela Sabatani than anybody 
else because she's a very, 
very nice human being as well 
as a hell of a tennis player,” 
said the nine-time Wmble- 
don champion. 

Navratilova, who had 
readied 12 finals in 16 pre- 
vious appea[raiices at he New 
York season finale, was 
greeted by a thunderous 
standing ovation when she 
fust came out on court, and 
every winner by Navratilova 
brou^t another wave of en- 
couragement from the parti- 
san crowd. 

But the winners were too 


f- * 




Martina Navratilova 

few and far between. There 
was to be no fairy tale en- 
ding, even thoui^ it has 
surely been a dream come 
true of a life for Navratilova, 
winner of 18 grand slam sing- 
les titles. 

“It's been a wonderful life 
in tennis with so many 
wonderful memories," said 
Navratilova. 

Tueday's match will also be 
a spedal memory for S^ti- 
ni, who took full advantage 
of her opponent's 38-year-old 
legs. 

Sabatini said she apolo- 
gised during the hog to which 
Navratilova responded: “If 
you play like that, you can 
beat everybody.” 

“On tiie one side 1 didn't 
want to be the one to beat 
her," Sabatini admitted. 
“But it was a great honour 
for me to play Martina in her 
last match." 

Earlier, fourth-seeded 



Jordan Cup 

Faisali play A1 Y armouk , 
Fuheis take on Wihdat today 


Trust the Experts 
HORIZON Cultural Center 

Presents 

Special Courses in 

Arabic For Speakers 
of Other Languages 
ALL LEVELS 

We also have a specialised course entitled: 
Advanced Arabic For Diplomats 
Offered by a PhD ludder with a wide experience. 
For registration Tel.; 681628 


GROUND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, one is master, 3 bathrooms, 
spacious salon, 100 square metres. ..ALNO kitchen, 
independent central heating. Separate entrance, garage 
and garden. — — — 

Location; West Shmeisani - Near Middle East Hotel. 

For more information, please call tel.: 668910 


Czech Jana Novotna warmed 
tqj the expectant crowd by 
extending her match winning 
streak to 16 with a 6-2 3-6 6-1 
victo^ over 17-year-old 
Gn>atian Iva Majoli. 

World number one Steffi 
Graf followed Navratflova- 
Sabatini with a 7-5 6-3 victory 
over first-time qualifier Bren- 
da Schultz of tire Nether- 
lands- 

The three-time champion 
showed title sign of the back 
problem that has kept her 
sidelined since the U.S. 
Opes, in the 70-minute con- 
test. 

The first round concludes 
with three singles matches as 
Mary Pierce plays Amanda 
Coctzer with the winner to 
face Graf, Lindsay Daven- 
port takes on Anke Hub^, 
and Wimbledon cham- 
pionship Conchita Martinez 
faces Natalia Zvereva. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Spedsl to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sixteen teams 
have made it to the second 
round of the Jordan Cup. the 
Kingdom's fourth annual soc- 
cer competition currently 
underway alongside the First 
Division Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

The 28 teams representing 
first and second division clubs 
have been divided into two 
groups. Results in the Group 
1 came as follows: Wihdat- 
Qoqazi 3-0; Hussein-Sahem 

3- 0; Russeifa-Zarqa 3-2; 
Jazireh-Salt 5-2: Fuheis- 
Karmel 3-0: Yarmouk-Sarih 

4- 1. A1 Qadissieh and A1 
Faisali got first round byes. 

In Group 2, it was Ahli- 
Baqaa 1-0; Ein Karem- 
Abbasi 5-4; Shabab A1 
Hussein-Ittihad Al Ramtha 
8-0; Kufrsoum — ^Jalil 1-0; 
Arabi-Awdeh 2-0; Jeel- 
Ja'afar Al Tayyar 4-2; Al 
Ramtha and Sahab got first 
round byes. 

The second round of the 
knockout competition kicks 
off Thursday with the clash of 
Group 1 qualifiers. 

Al Fuheis take on Al 
Wihdat; titleholders Al 


CAR FOR SAl 

.E( DUTY PAID ) 

• Renault 18 C 
• Very go 
For more infon 
A.m. 644421 

iTS • Model 1982 

od condition 
nation please call 
5 -P.m. 655714 


FOR RENT 

Centrally heated ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 
one master, living, sitting, dining rooms, 
glassed verandas, central television; tele- 
phone: garden. 

Can be let furnished or semi-fumished. 
Location close to Automobile Club. 

Call 815134 

Preferably in the afternoon-. 

■ i ■ ■■->£■■■ * .-I. 
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WANTED 


Knowledge in English and Arabic. 
With experience. 

Please call 817173, 824001 
for an interview 


Faisali meet Al Yarmouk; Al 
Jazireh face Al Qadissieh 
while Al Hussein play Al 
Russeifa. 

On Friday Group 2 quali- 
fiers meet: Al Ramtha play 
Ein Ka rem ; Al Ahli fece 
Shabab Al Hussein: Al Arabi 
meet Al Jeel: and Kur&oum 
play Sahab. 

The top two teams in each 
group will play a semifinal 
two leg round to determine 
the teams that will advance to 
the final match. 

The Jordan Cup is the 
second most important soccer 
title in addition to the First 
Division, the Cup Winner’s 
Cup and the Federal Shield. 

Al Faisali are aiming to win 
their record eighth Jordan 
Cup title. 

Only five teams have ^n 
the title since the competition 
was initiated in 1980: Al 
Faisali have clinched the title 
seven times. Al Wihdat three 
times, Al Ramtha twice, and 
Al Jazireh and Al Arabi once 
each. 

Al Faisali, Al Wihdat, Al 
Hussein and Al Ramtha are 
all strong contenders for the 
title. 

Although Al Faisali. who 


have won the 1st division title 
for the past two years, have 
had an inconsistent form this 
season, they still group the 
Kingdom's top players and 
are very keen to add another 
title to their long list of 
achievements in all comepii- 
tions. 

They are currently third in 
the First Division after Al 
Wihdat and Al Hussein. 

In 1993, Al Faisali clinched 
the First Division, the Jordan 
Cup and the Cup Winner s 
Cup, and in 1992 they won 
the Jordan Cup. the Shield 
and the First Division. 

Al Hussein who had not 
captured a title for years, 
won their first ever major 
title this year when they defe- 
ated Al Faisali to win the 
1994 Federation Shield. 
Their only other best 
achievement was finishing 
second in the first division in 
1990 and 1992. 

Al Wihdat's last major title 
was the Cup Winner’s Cup in 

1992. They last won the 1st 
division in 1991. 

Al Ramtha won the Jordan 
Cup in 1990 and 1991 and 
won the Federation Shield in 

1993. 







CHAMPIONSHIP 

MEMBERS ONLY 

FRIDAT 18 / 11 / 1994 
JOIN NOW TO PLAY 
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The First Middle East International 

Education Exhibition 

Amman- Jordan 
World Class Education 

World Wide Reputation 

Prestigious Intematioual & Jordanian Universiti^, 
Leading Suppliers for Lab. Equipni^t & 
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For ^/loI■e Information Contact The Public Relations Office 
Telephone (9626) 828949/50/51/52/53 Fax (9626) 828454 

P.O. Box 676 Khalda- Jordan 


BEAUJOLAIS NOUVEAU 



November 20* - 25*, 1 994 

Celebrate the first Calvet wines of the year. 
An unbelievable buffet with a French twist 
and wines to whet your appetite. 

Superb prizes too. 

Win one of the following prizes: 

• Airline ticket Amman/ Paris/Amman 
with 6 nights at Hotel Inter*Gontinental Paris. 

• Gift certificates from Alahlia-Abela, 
Hotel Inter*Continental Jordan & Calvet. 
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Lunch Sc. pinner JD 12+ per person 





Sponsored By 
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Alah»a..Abela^^ 
Superstore Mn 
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For reservations & information please Cali 641361 Exl »9<o 




RCrkAl,_IC»tD.'\NlA.M 

The MajesKieWayio^ 



The French Enilasa- 
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Agassi3ecker,Bruguera post wins Orthodoxi end Jazireh’s quest for 2nd place 
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FRANKi^RT (AFP> — us 
Open winner Andre Agassi 
crushed Alberto Bcrasategui 
b-2, 6-0 Tuesday to join Boris 
Becker and Serp Brugueni as 
opening day winners here in 
the ATP’ world cham- 
pionships. 

Agassi, who ha.^ •climbed 
from out»de the top 30 to 
world number two since mid- 
year, was never in trouble 
Bgainsi the Spaniard in their 
round-robin tie in the Red 
Group. 

Berasategui. French Open 
final loser to Bniguera, nos 
■ made his name entirely on 

- day this year, winning seven 
events and making two ocher 
finals. 

But he was clearly out of 
his depth against Agassi, who 
has also notched titles in 
Vienna and Paris in his recent 
' ■ acceleration up the rankings. 

'Agassi, while tr.ing to re- 
' frain from criticising his 
' beaten opponent, said that 
' sticking only to clay and still 
making the year-end finals 
> meant there was something 
wrong with the current s^'s- 
tem. 

“He has a place here — 
under the system.'* said the 
American. “But you 
• Wouldn't be able to play a lot 

- of small clay-coun touma- 
•' ments. take your best 14 re- 
sults and get into the season 
final. 

‘ “f don't like that." 

Agassi spent only 45 mi- 
'Qutes dispatching Spa- 
, niaitl. The American had 31 
'■winners to five for Be- 


rasategui in what amounted 
to a tune-up match which 
lasted as long as some one- 
way women's contests. 

Agassi broke almost at will 
as Berasategui struggled to 
find his form after months on 
clay. The American aced to 
bring on match point but 
doubie-foulted at his first 
winning opportunity.- 

He produced a service win- 
ner on the next point to end 
the rout. 

“I was hitting the ball very 
well.” said Agassi. “Sure, his 
best surface is clay, but I still 
had to play well. I do think it 
was a bit uncomfortable out 
there for him.” 

Becker had earlier given 
foe home fans a thrill, beat- 
ing Goran Ivanisevic 6-3. 3-6, 
7-6 (7/5) in a tense White 
Group tie. 

Becker kept 9,000 mainly 
German fans in screaming 
suspense until the last shot of 
his one-hour S3-minute vic- 
tory. 

”It was getting hard at the 
end to play some decent ten- 
nis, the}’ were so loud,” said 
the winner. **They were real- 
ly gening into the match.” 

The victory over Iva- 
nisevic, who also produced 
six double-faults — his last 
one giving Becker his first 
and only match point — de- 
monstrated the depfo of the 
German's recent run of form. 

Becker had beaten the 
Croatian in last month’s 
Stockholm Open final, and 
was determine to repeat the 
feat here. 


Becker swept up the open- 
ing set in 28 minutes, but 
Ivanisevic levelled wiih^ a* 
break of service in the third 
game of the second set. 

The third went on serve, 
without a break point to be 
seen. Ivanisevic fired over 
ace number 25 to force the 
tie-breaker, Becker grabbed 
a 5-3 lead, which narrowed to 
5-5 from a service winner. 

But when Ivanisevic 
double-faulted for 5-6, a 
fired-up Becker wasted no 
time. The German volleyed 
to an open court for the 
victofy which sent the crowd 
in raptures. 

“I don't get nervous in 
tight situations.” said Beck- 
er. “People have to beat me 
when it's close. 

Ivanisevic said the German 
“played well on the big 
points. T bad my chance and 
didn't do a thing.” 

Brugaera, another day 
spedalist, who has won all 
three of his titles on day this 
year, beat American Michael 
Chang 7-6 (7/1). 7-5 in the 
Red Group. 

The American had saved 
one match point at 30-40 
down in the 12th game of the 
second set with a desperate 
lunge at the net to catdi a 
Bniguera passing shot. 

But it was only putting off 
the inevitable. 

World number one Pete 
Sampras goes into action, 
facing Becker. 

Berasategui plays Chang . 
and Stefan Edberg : ) ! 
Ivanisevic in the night ma!^^ | 


Chinese swimmers face dope test reports 
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BEIJING (R) — A top 
Chinese swimming official 
' said Wednesday he'could not 
.confirm a U.S. report that 
‘•women's world 400-metre 
freestyle champion Yang 
- Aihua had tested positive for 
.banned >lrugs. 

The Chicago Tribune, 
' quoting unidentified sources. 
! retried that Yang had 
.lesi^ positive for anabolic 
‘si^ids before the .Asian 
held last month in 
^Hirashima. Japan. 

.. :Random. shon-notice test- 
’ii^. showed Yang to have 
.impermissibly high levels of 
;tbe.male hormone testoster- 
one, the newspaper said. 

“I haven’t heard of this." 
jsaid Guo Qingrong. head of 
idle secretariat of the offidal 
fthinese Svvimming 

um. ■ 

' “Up to now we have not 
received a final notification 
the intcrnutional swim- 
ming fodviation. so th, . 


no way that I can answer this 
question." 

If confirmed, a positive re- 
sult would make the 17-year- 
old Yang ineligible for the 
19^^^ .Atlanta Olympics. 

She would be the fifth 
female swimmer from China 
to have rested positive in the 
past two years and the fbunh 
found to have used steroids. 
Only five other swimmers 
have tested positive in swim- 
ming's 22-year history of dop- 
ing controls. 

Officials of the world 
swimming body, known as 
FIN.A. were not available for 
comment. 

The Tribune said several 
other Chinese women tested 
at the same time were also 
found to have traces of. a , 
variety of sKroids in their 
ui sarnph^. 

But those tests may not be 
declared positive because e\'i- 
dence may show that the 
.evels of steroids delected 


could have been produced 
naturally by the body, the 
newspaper said. 

Yang's gold at September's 
1994 World Championships 
in Rome was one of 12 taken 
by Chinese women, who also 
set five world records in the 
competition. Only four of the 
16 events were won b> non- 
Chinese. 

China's explosion into the 
front ranks of women's swim- 
ming has triggered allegation 
from rival western coaches 
and athletes that its achieve- 
ments were due — at least in 
pan — to use of 
performance-enhancine 
drugs. 

On the final day of the 
World Champiojiihips. 
coaches and national team 
directors from 18 ~western 
countries, including the Un- 
ited Stares, signed a petition 
asking FINA to increase dop- 
ing control efforts worldwide . 
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By Aleen Bannayan 
Sped&} to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hilal Barakat 
Tuesday delighted Al 
Orthodoxi's fans when he 
scored a record 59 points to 
sea] his team's 92-75 victory 
over Al Jarireh in the bat- 
tle for second place in the 
First Division Basketball 
Championship. 

Tbe wiin almost secured 
ninner up spot for the for- 
mer champions ending 
Jazireb's winning streak 
and ambitions for second 
place as they will have to 
score a victory of over 17 
points in the second round 
in order to move up in the 

standings. 

litlehoiders Al Ahli are 
in a league of their own this 
year, and are almost 
assured of retaining their 
crown for the thira con- 
secutive year. Their all 
time rivals are in no form to 
pose any real threat as the 
team is represented by the 
younger, relatively inex- 
perienced lineup after the 
retirement of many of their 
older players, especially 
Murad Barakat, on whose 
individual efforts the team 
greatly depended. 

Most analysts and offi- 
dals of the game contended 
that Al Jazireb had a valid 
chanoe *o clinch the runner 
Up »pnr this season, wifo 
r any promising young 
•layers on the team. 
Hu.. cr Al Orthodoxi 
proved that notion wrong 
with a tight defence that led 
to many turnovers and 
loose balls which Hilal 


Barakat and teammates 
utilised to widen the often 
dose s<»rc to a 17 point 
convincing win. 

Barakat carried the 
whole burden of scoring for 
his team. The second high- 
est scorers for Al Onhodo- 
xi were Mustafa Al Ghoul 
and Jan Sahlieh with eight 
points, while playmaker 
Jihad Saliba soorra only 
seven! 

The match was also a 
l»ttle of former all-time 
rivals Imad Al Saeed who 
was captain at Al Ahli and 
Murad Barakat. now head 
coach at Al Orthodoxi. 

Both coaches seemed 


and scored by fast breaks. 
Alawneh netted a superb 
reverse layup narrowing 
die gap to 2&24. 

However, the refeneee 
gave Al Jazixeh a technical 
roul from wbidi Al Ortho- 
doxi again scored by Bara- 
kat and Abultayyeb to 
widen their lead to 35-24. 

Al Jazireb’s Yousef Abu 
Baker excelled in all 
aspects of the game — drib- 
bling, defence, and scoring 
for his team, but Barakat 
kept Al Orthodoxi's lead 
lat 38-29 with a three- 
pointer. 

Al Orthodoxi again only 
scored by Barakat and 


nabi and Husam Lutfi were 
burdened by four fouls 
each which meatly ham- 
pered their efforts in block- 
ing their opponents. 

Barakat again scored len 
consecutive points includ- 
ing two thrM-pointers to 
give his team a 20 point 
lead at 73-53 wifo 9 minutes 
remaining. 

The combined efforts of 
Alawneh, Abu Baker, and 
Munir Barakat somewhat 
narrowed the gap to 77-62, 
but Barakat added seven 
points taking his team’s 
lead to 88-65. 

Witb one minute remain- 
ing, Barakat was finally 


1st Division Basketball Championship 


over excited and nervous in 
the match attended by a 
relatively good number of 
fans despite cold and rainy 
wbeather. 

Al Orthodoxi set tbe 
pace early in the match, 
building a 16-5 lead in the 
first seven minutes. Al 
Jazireh then scored by 
Ghahh Ennahi to narrow 
the gap to 16-11, but then 
refrained from scoring for 
over 4 minutes during, 
which Al Orthodoxi man- 
aged to widen the gap to 
26-11 by Barakat and 
cousin Niuntaser Abul- 
layyeb. 

^th six minutes remain- 
ing in the first half, Al 
Jazireh’s new recruit Naser 
Alawneh and teammates 
took ach'antage of many 
turnovers and loose ball' 
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GOREN BRIDGE 

wrm OMAf? SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

LOSE THE RIGHT TRIC&S 

Have yiMJ always had a secret 
yearning u> emulate those /ictionoJ 
sleuths who find the answer to eveiy 
puzde presented to them? Test ynur 
anai 3 rtica] powers oa this bridge pos- 
er. These are the facta: South be- 
came declarer at fcdir hearts. West 
M the king of clubs and shifted lo a 
diamond at trick two. The contract 
was made. Which three tric^ did 
the defenders get? 

West's decision to double with 
only three meets with 

department's approval: the West 
haxKi is not strong enough to over- 

call in clubs and then compete fur- 
ther. Tbe final contract is be>*ond 
reproach. 

You have earned our admiration 
if you decided that dedaier Jemt 
thm^ chib tricks and no more! 
Kerens how the play proceeded. 
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Confirm it to your business partner 
You'D add taste to vour invitation ! 


New Voucher Plan 
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Lunch :JD S:00 (*i>) JD 10:00(+) Fish JO 12:00(-t-) 
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Abultayyeb. while Alaw- 
neh netted six consecutive 
points as Al Orthodoxi en- 
ded the first half 46-35. 

Bai^at scored ten con- 
secutive points at the be- 
ginning OT the second half 
followed by a three-pointer 
by ^iba to take Al Ortho- 
doxi’s lead to 59-37. 

Al Jazireh's Ghaith £n- 


given a break and Al 
Jazireh oulscored their 
opponents 7-4 to narrow 
the 90-70 gap to 92-75. 

Three matches lined up 
for Thursday 

As the first round of the 
competition nears conclu- 
sion, three matches are 


lined up for Thur^ay. 

In the most heated 
match, Al Hussein wlro^d 
finished sixth last Season, 
will clash with Homent- 
men. ^ 

Since two teams will be 
relegated this year, Hus- 
sein will have tol'^d^at 
Homentrnen Tbursd^.'^d 
‘ Al Watani Sunday in (Mer 
to secure tbetr place in^e 

first division. ** 

■ 

In another match* Al'^.^lU 
will take on titleholdefo Al 
Ahli. The team fit>in7f%ic) 
seems set to stay in.fo^h 
place after losing* tti^AI 
Jazireh 73-69. 

In the third match 
day, Al Watani caJ^on 
former champioAs Al 
Oithodoxi. 

Al Jazireh now j6p.^C 
standings with seven pc^nts 
ftom four matches^; while 
Al Ahli are second 
points from three matches. 
However they hay^^jihe 
best scoring recorH/.atter 
crushing all opponprt^i^bv 
scoring over the K^-j^iri: 
mark. 2 l-l-Z 


4 . w. 


STANDE^GS 


Fts. 


Jadrefa 

Ahli 

Jalil 

Watani 

Orthodoxi^ 

Homentmen 

IT 


— 384 

1 2 .-' 

3 281 

— 208 

4 171 

2 130 


305 

147 

205 

1 

111 

421 

213 


-A’Ortbodoxi-Hussein have a pos^XMied match. 


Al Jalil, one of two tedms 
from Irbid, are cufrently 
third following twoT^ns 
over Homentmen OTtP*Ai 
Watani and a defeat: to Al 
Jazireh, while Al *W^ni 
have begun to drop ilrHfhe 
standings after thr^ “Be 
feats and only one WisC^' 
Orthodoxi and Al 
have only played '•tti‘( 
matches and will m^t^ir. 
their postponed matCh'^ri- 
day. 

V 




Talal Abu-GhazalfiiL^ 
International 
(TAGI) 


I 


Oeclarer won tbe diaaotid cbift 
with the ace. cashed the king of 
faearts lo draw the enemy trumps, 
then Jed the ten of clubs from dum- 
niy« discarding a diamond from 
hand. West could not shift to a 
spade and to lead the remaining 
club would set up table's 
ten of dubs. So West was forced to 
exit with a diamond ruffed by de- 
daier. 

Dumoby was emend with the 
nine of hearts and the nine of dubs 
was led, declarer paning with the 
low spade. West won, but was end- 
played. We have already eeen that a 
spade shift is useless: a club allows 
declarer to discifd tbe queen of 
spades on dummy's el^t of clubs 
and a diamond Mimits declarer to 
ruff on the boara and dlscaid the 
queen uf spades from hand. 


seeks to employ a Typist/Data Entry 
with the following qualifications; 

1 . A secretarial diploma in both Arabic'^ 
English. 

2. Excellent typing skills (Arabic & Engli^if. 

3. Good command of English. 

4. Excellent knowledge of the use of cbrrR 
puters (Apple Macintosh a plus). I 

Please call Tel. No. 669603 ■'- { 
for an appointment; 


AMMAN 

A^rnott. 
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in cooperation with 

AIR FRANCE & 
French Cultural Center 
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an November 1 8th , 8:30 PJM 

at TTie Amman Manioit Hotel - AL WAHA > aiJioom >: 

Tickets for J.D. 7 ( including cheese & wine re(xptic^ ) 
available at T e Marriott Hotel and The French Cultural Center. 
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feOURa 

Ifranqais 


AMMAN 


PX)3Qdc 92d!B Ammxojonim Td; 607607 fa: 670100 
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Cinema 634144 Cinema 

FHILADEt^HIA 


Tel.:69923S 


A 

T 


The film which won Eric Roberts & Jeff 
«?even Oscars Fahey 




Shows: 12:30. 3:3(1. 5:00. 6J0. 8J0. 1U.3U 


Qnema Tel.: 677420 

COWCORD 

CONCORD ‘1’ 

The academy awards film 

THE PIANO 

Shows: 12:30. 3 -jO. 8:00, 8:15. lOJti 

CONCORD *2’ 


SlK^ws o:15. K:3H. I0:45 


Shows: 3:15. 5:00 


1 Tcl,: 618274 - 61S275 

1 AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashini Theatre 

Presents 

*<Water is a Gift of Life” 

A family and children play pro- 
duced and directed by: 

Akram Abul Ragheb 

Daily at 10 a.m. 

The Arabic Mrvie 

The Immigrant 

Slwwi: 12;.3U. 3:.Vi. ft: 15. 

. iF;/; C:CC ' ' • s- iP y 

suspenstoii of ^ite pa:- 
formance 

Qirbeh Makhzouqa 
**Punctur^ Bag*’ 

We will announce the re- 
sumption of the play in 
its new form later on. 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 62^5 

AHLAN THE^ - TREj::: 

'.ts. 

The political satire; 

Al SMan Ya Sala ai 

Dally at 8:30 p m. 
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Algeria press 


Berlusconi 
wins vote 

ROME (Agencies) — Pre- 
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